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The east coast of Tasmania is a climate change 
„hotspot‟ with recent increases in ocean temperatures 
3.8 times the global average. The underlying ocean 
warming in this area is intensified by the presence of 
the East Australian Current (EAC), which is extend-
ing further south into Tasmanian waters bringing 
with it warmer northern sub-tropical waters. This 
has resulted in several dozen range extensions as 
species shift pole-ward to avoid the warming waters 
of their usual habitats. However, capturing species 
range shifts can be difficult due to a scarcity of ma-
rine monitoring programs and the often short time 
frames of such studies. In response, Tasmania has 
launched a website-based project called Redmap 
(Range Extension Database and Mapping project) 
that invites the 120,000 recreational fishers in Tas-
mania, along with scuba divers, commercial fishers 
and scientists, to log species that are uncommon, 
demonstrating, in time, how species distributions 
may be changing. One of the species being tracked is 
Octopus tetricus (the gloomy octopus) which is com-
mon around mainland Australia and is now being 
observed in northern Tasmanian waters for the first 
time. 

Redmap aims to provide low-cost, long-term 
and large-scale monitoring to indicate in a cost effec-
tive manner where we might need to provide tar-
geted research effort.  A great example of this is the 
project that Jorge Ramos, a Mexican marine biologist 
with a Masters in science on the use, management 
and conservation of natural resources from CIB-
NOR, La Paz, B.C.S., Mexico, has recently com-
menced at the Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies at UTAS. Under the direction of Drs. Gretta 
Pecl, Natalie Moltschaniwskyj, Jayson Semmens and 
Jan Strugnell, Jorge is undertaking a PhD to under-
stand how O. tetricus is responding to anthropogenic 
climate change. Examination of this range-extending 

species may indicate the potential impacts of climate 
change that could be expected on other species of 
cephalopods around the world, and also to generate 
valuable information on the life history and popula-
tion dynamics of this species to assist sustainable 
fisheries managements along its shifting distribution. 
Particularly, the project will focus on the effect of 
temperature variability on age and growth and repro-
ductive biology, as well as the genetic structure 
throughout the population, in both the historical and 
extending areas. 

In Tasmania we also have some preliminary 
evidence to suggest potential increases in abundance 
in another Tasmanian octopus species, Octopus 
maorum, that might be related to warming waters (see  
http://www.climatechange.gov.au/publications/

Cephalopods moving southwards to avoid the heat 

Gretta Pecl, University of Tasmania 
Email Gretta.Pecl@utas.edu.au 

ACN 067 894848 

MALACOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALASIA NEWSLETTER 

 
A gloomy octopus snapped by a Tasmanian diver in the south of the 

State and reported to Redmap  
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coastline/east-coast-rock-lobster.aspx. An increased 
prevalence of octopus in rock lobster pots has been 
recorded over the last decade, but this could be re-
lated to changes in octopus abundance or it could  
be a function of increased activity as the temperature 
increases. It is a trend we are exploring further, as 
the maori octopus is a major predator of Tasmania's 
second most important fishery species, southern 
rock lobster. Felipe Briceño, previously of Universi-
dad Autónoma de México (Yucatan State), will 
shortly be commencing a PhD with the CSIRO-
UTAS Quantitative Marine Science program at the 
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies to exam-
ine predator/prey interactions for octopus and lob-
ster, and try and understand how these might alter as 
the climate changes. For more information on any of 

these projects please contact Dr Gretta Pecl.  
If you are interested in finding out what‟s on 

the move in the fastest warming region in the south-
ern hemisphere, sign up for our quarterly newsletter 
at www.redmap.org.au. More cephalopods will be 
added to the Redmap species list over the next year. 
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Victorian Branch 

Secretary Michael Lyons, 19 Banksia Street, Black-
burn, VIC 3130. Phone (03) 9894 1526. (Michael 
_lyons1@bigpond.com). Meetings at the Melbourne 
Camera Club, cnr. Dorcas and Farrars Streets, South 
Melbourne, on the third Monday of each month. No 
meeting in January, July or December. 

Queensland Branch 

Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the last Tuesday of 
each month  except December at the TLC Building, 
20 Peel Street, South Brisbane,. Correspondence: Ma-
lacological Society of Australasia, Queensland Branch, 
PO Box 15064, City East, QLD 4002. Phone (07) 
3224 2923 (W); (07) 3848 9270 (H) or email 
msaqld@powerup.com.au 

NSW Branch 

NSW Branch meetings are held at 2 pm on the fourth 
Saturday of each month at the Ryde-Eastwood 
Leagues Club, 117 Ryedale Rd, West Ryde, Sydney. 
Contact Steve Dean, email steve@easy.com.au 

Newsletter 

Editor: Des Beechey, Malacology Department, Aus-
tralian Museum, 6 College St, Sydney, NSW 2010. 
Phone (02) 9320 6052, email 
Des.Beechey@austmus.gov.au 

This publication is not deemed to be valid for taxo-
nomic purposes (See article 8b in International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature 3rd Edition (1985).  

Web Site  www.malsocaus.org 

Cephalopods moving south (from p. 1) 

EAC predictions under A1F1 assumptions 

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/publications/coastline/east-coast-rock-lobster.aspx
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“Octopus?  In Antarctica?  Really?  I never 
knew there were octopus in Antarctica.”  People 
often say this when I tell them what I work on, but 
there ARE octopus in Antarctica - well, in the 
Southern Ocean to be more accurate.  In fact, there 
are lots of them! 

There are 13 genera and upwards of 25 species 
of octopus in Southern Ocean waters.  Most are ben-
thic (bottom dwellers) but a few species are pelagic 
(free swimmers).  At least 5 genera are endemic to 
Southern Ocean waters.  These are Pareledone, 
Megaleledone, Adelieledone, Praealtus and Bathypurpurata. 

In conjunction with Louise Allcock (Martin 
Ryan Marine Science Institute, Galway), I‟ve been 
using octopods as model taxa to try and understand 
more about the effects of large scale climatic, tec-
tonic and oceanographic changes on evolutionary 
processes.  It was long believed from morphological 
studies that a number of Southern Ocean taxa (e.g 
pycnogonids, serolid isopods and octopods) were 
closely related to those found in the deep sea, but 
whether these species had their evolutionary origins 
in the Southern Ocean and subsequently moved into 
the deep sea or, conversely, had their origins in the 
deep sea and subsequently moved into the Southern 
Ocean was not known. 

I investigated this question using a clade of oc-
topods with a single row of suckers on their arms 
with representatives in the Southern ocean (i.e. Ade-
lieldone, Pareledone, Megaleldone) and also in the deep 
sea (i.e. Thaumeledone, Graneledone and Veldona). 
Through sequencing a number of genes from repre-
sentatives across this clade I found that these octo-
pods had their evolutionary origins in the Southern 
Ocean.  The initiation of the world‟s thermohaline 
circulation (a global oceanic conveyor belt) allowed 
these octopods to colonise the deep sea, where they 
lost their ink sacs and adapted to life there (Strugnell 
et al. 2008). 

On finding that the Southern Ocean was an 
evolutionary „source‟ for these deep sea octopods I 
turned my attention to a different clade of octopods, 
(the genus Benthoctopus), which have a double row of 
suckers on their arms.  The genus Benthoctopus also 
contains deep sea and Southern Ocean representa-
tives and so I was interested in determining whether 
the Southern Ocean was also an evolutionary source 
for these taxa.  I was fascinated to find that in con-
trast to the clade with a single row of suckers, this 
clade which possess a double row of suckers had 
their evolutionary origins in the deep sea, likely high 
in the Northern hemisphere!  A few clades have 
colonized the Southern Ocean relatively recently.  
Therefore the Southern Ocean has been both an 

evolutionary „source‟ and an evolutionary „sink‟ for 
different octopod clades. 

I am now turning my attention to investigating 
the population genetics of Southern Ocean octopods 
to try and understand finer scale evolutionary proc-
esses in single species, and in particular to get a han-
dle on the impacts of oceanic currents and glacial 
cycles on their evolution.  The Census of Antarctic 
Marine Life and the International Polar Year have 

facilitated the capture of large number of Southern 
Ocean octopods (necessary for population genetics 
studies) from regions right around Antarctica.  The 
Australia and Pacific Science Foundation (APSF) 
have provided funding to enable me to use microsa-
tellite loci and mitochondrial genes to investigate 
these evolutionary processes. 

If these projects interest you, please get in 
touch as I‟m looking for honours and PhD students 
on these and other molluscan genetic projects! 

Strugnell, J., Rogers, A.D., Prodöhl, P.A., Collins, 
M.A. & Allcock, A.L. (2008) The thermohaline ex-
pressway: the Southern Ocean as a centre of origin 
for deep-sea octopuses. Cladistics. 24:853-860.  

Octopods throw light on changes in the Southern Ocean 
Jan Strugnell, Latrobe University 
Email: J.Strugnell@latrobe.edu.au 

Jan Strugnell with a specimen of Megaleledone setebos  
octopus 
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Ph. D. thesis submitted: Influence of environmental factors 
on population structure of arrow squid Nototodarus gouldii: 
implications for stock assessment. Corey Green, Univer-
sity of Tasmania 
 

Arrow squid, Nototodarus gouldi is a common 
ommastrephid species found in waters south of lati-
tude 27° of Australia and the northern and central 
coasts of New Zealand. They are important within 
trophic levels and as a resource commodity to the 
community. Arrow squid live up to 12 months; fe-
males reach a maximum of 393 mm dorsal mantle 
length (DML), 1,655 g total body weight, and an esti-
mated age of 360 days; males are smaller, reaching a 
size of 366 mm DML, 1,057 g, and a maximum age 
of 325 d. Over recent years, research has advanced 
to answer specific questions on lifespan, spatial and 
temporal variation in growth rates, trends in repro-
duction, and genetic stock structure; however, it also 
highlighted the need for more detailed research con-
cerning the influence of the environment on squid 
populations. 

As separate stocks within a fishery can function 
differently, ensuring sustainability of each is funda-
mental when establishing or refining management 
regulations, and relies on a firm comprehension of 
the biological, recruitment, growth, predator-prey, 

and mortality characteristics in response to environ-
mental factors and fishing pressure.  The aim of my 
study was to analyse the population structure, re-
cruitment variability, migratory characteristics, and 
catch composition of the arrow squid Nototodarus 
gouldi collected in the Great Australian Bight (GAB) 
and Victoria from 2007 – 2009.   

Completing their lifecycle in less than one year, 
N. gouldi exhibited substantial variability in growth, 

spatial distribution, and recruitment, which are char-
acters considered to be highly influenced by environ-
ment and oceanic factors such as water temperature 
and productivity.  Comparing statolith shape and 
biological characteristics from squid collected in Vic-
toria to squid collected in the GAB suggested signifi-
cant phenotypic heterogeneity in stocks; whereas 
statolith elemental composition analysis indicated 
that N. gouldi caught at either location hatch through-
out their distribution.  Both male and female N. 
gouldi grew faster and were larger in cooler waters off 
Victoria compared with warmer waters off the GAB.  
The correlation of sea surface temperature (SST) 
with growth showed that juveniles experiencing 
greater SST resulted in slower growth in the GAB; 
however, juveniles experiencing greater SST had 
faster growth in Victoria.  Distribution of hatch 
dates calculated from statolith age estimates sug-
gested that N. gouldi collected in Victoria and the 
GAB during 2007 – 2009 hatched the year round, 
with peaks of greater recruitment.  Comparing the 
catch composition of N. gouldi caught inshore from 
the jig fishery to squid caught offshore from the 
trawl fishery using measures of size and growth sug-
gested that squid caught inshore by jiggers were lar-
ger, consisted of a more males than females, and had 
a greater percentage of mature females.  However, 

statolith elemental composition from N. gouldi col-
lected at inshore and offshore locations was likely to 
be driven by uniform ocean water chemistry and 
squid physiological processes.  Based on biology, 
reproductive, recruitment and growth characteristics 
of N. gouldi found in southern Australia, current fish-
ing effort is unlikely to jeopardize the sustainability 
of the resource.  

Population structure of arrow squid, Nototodarus gouldii 
Corey Green, University of Tasmania 

Corey Green with Nototodarus gouldi  Frontal view of  Nototodarus gouldi  
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From marvelling at the intricacies of empty 
shells on a beach, to having a pet octopus when I 
was a young lad, to keeping my vegetable garden safe 
from marauding snails and slugs, molluscs have fas-
cinated me in one form or another for much of my 
life. Now I find myself working as a marine biologist 
in the water quality branch of the Environment Pro-
tection Authority of South Australia, and molluscs 
are still an integral part of my life. In fact molluscs 
are a regular topic of conversation for us at the EPA 
and generally come under two headings: the use of 
molluscs as bio-indicators and bio-samplers to test 
for pollution; and the effect of molluscan aquacul-
ture on the environment. Additional to the irony of 
molluscs being both protector and polluter is the joy 
in learning more about the glorious diversity of form 
and application of molluscs! 

Because of the high diversity of marine mol-
luscs there is virtually a mollusc for every applica-
tion. Typically in high abundances and slow moving, 
intertidal gastropods make excellent candidates to 
assess environmental impact. We use both abun-
dance and diversity measures regularly to determine 
whether there are significant differences between 
impacted and unimpacted sites. Similar methods are 
employed to monitor subtidal reef health along 
South Australia‟s coasts, although these surveys place 
more emphasis on fish. I take pleasure in reminding 
my colleagues that most of the world‟s diversity lies 
with invertebrates and that molluscs are the second 
most diverse phyla in the animal Kingdom. Unfortu-
nately this is not always reflected in the reefs we dive 
on as the aim of these surveys is to monitor coastal 
reefs for recovery from a degraded state. However, I 
still generally have to consult a reference for at least 
one species each dive, testimony to the former diver-
sity that would have inhabited these reefs before they 
had been so heavily impacted. 

I enjoy the ease of collection and counting that 
bivalves and gastropods allow, but I hold a special 
interest for jet propelled cephalopods. It is with 
mixed emotion that I will accompany the team from 
the EPA to Point Lowly this year to assess reefs that 
play host to thousands of spawning Sepia apama. In 
case you aren‟t aware, BHP has proposed the devel-
opment of a large desalination plant close to the site 
of the spawning aggregation. Experiments con-
ducted on the toxicity of brine to embryos clearly 
show that the survival of embryos decreased with an 
increasing salinity, with no embryos surviving to full 
term in salinities greater than 50ppt (Dupavillon and 

Gillanders, 2009). The plant is expected to release 
water of around 70 ppt. The community of Whyalla, 
the nearest town to Point Lowly are quite proud of 
the unique cephalopod spawning event and there has 
been significant and sustained objection to the pro-
posal. Alternative locations closer to open ocean 
with better flushing have been suggested, but the 
pipeline would have to be longer and it seems the 
cost and inconvenience are too great for BHP to 
bear. BHP has made impact statements available that 
are exceedingly long and complex, covering every-
thing from toxicity to oceanography of the area. The 
models included in the statement appear to support 
their claim that the cuttles will not be affected, but 
from what I have seen there are some gaps in their 
data and nature has a way of throwing in the odd 
unforseen twist or two. At this stage permission has 
not been granted by the South Australian govern-
ment to proceed with the proposal. So it is anyone‟s 
guess as to whether the development will go ahead 
and if it does, only time will tell whether the models 
that indicate the briny water will reach and affect the 
enigmatic cephalopods are correct. 

Assessing potential impacts in the marine envi-
ronment with molluscs is not limited to using counts 
of abundance and measures of diversity. The very 
nature of bivalves makes them ideal as sampling 
tools. They happily filter water, constantly accumu-
lating organic pollutants like benzene, toluene, ethyl-
benzenes and xylenes (BTEX), polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAH‟s) and total petroleum hydrocar-
bons (TPH‟s) that may be present in the water col-
umn. Large subtidal species such as Pinna bicolor are 
used to sample deeper sites and Trichomya hirsuta has 
been an excellent candidate for monitoring rocky 
shores where pollutants can pool under rocks and in 
crevices.  They can be collected from in situ at a lo-
cation under investigation for pollution, or a well-
studied, cosmopolitan species, such as Mytilus gallo-
provincialis can be placed near pollution outlets and 
collected later. These mussels are generally sourced 
from farm stock and once again the irony of a poten-
tially impacting, aquaculture species being used to 
monitor for other organic pollutants is not lost on 
me. 

Having now extolled the virtues of molluscs as 
environmental sentinels I feel that it is only fair to 
give some time to the potential environmental prob-
lems caused by molluscs. Aquaculture relies on good 
water quality and South Australia‟s naturally oligotro-
phic gulf waters present ideal growing conditions for 

Molluscan sentinels help authorities protect the environment 
Warwick Noble, Environment Protection Authority of South Australia 

Email: warwick.noble@flinders.edu.au 

mailto:warwick.noble@flinders.edu.au
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animals, as is evidenced by the high natural biodiver-
sity and historically abundant fish stocks of the areas. 
With the present level of knowledge, investment and 
legislation all forms of aquaculture impact on water 
quality to some degree and molluscan aquaculture is 
no different. Terrestrial based abalone aquaculture 
releases water after it has been circulated through the 
farm and is laden with uneaten food and nitrogenous 
waste above those of the receiving environment. 
This input of nutrients results in a proliferation of 
fast growing algae that can smother out more sensi-
tive species. With continuing input over a period of 
years and decades the effects of eutrophic water 
from farms can extend as water currents disperse the 
nutrient rich water to an ever widening area. 

Bivalve aquaculture is often considered to be a 
benign addition to most marine ecosystems due to 
being filter feeders and therefore not producing 
waste from uneaten, supplementary feed. However 
the mass of mussels that are grown to make a farm 
economically viable means the waste excreted from a 
lease area can be significant. The traditional attitude; 

that the solution to pollution is dilution, is still the 
most accessible method available to producers to 
dispense with waste. This may be a viable solution, 
but the long-term cumulative effect of all aquacul-
ture should be considered, especially in South Aus-
tralian gulfs where water exchange is much slower 
than for coasts adjacent to open ocean. 

These are some examples of how a few spine-
less, slimy critters that don‟t hold nearly as much 
appeal in the eyes of the wider public as cuddly pin-
nipeds or a smiling cetacean are used to inform and 
guide at least one government department. From my 
perspective, they are chances to appreciate more of 
what phylum Mollusca has to offer. 

 
Reference: 
Dupavillon, J.L. and Gillanders, B.M. 2009. Impacts 

of seawater desalination on the giant Australian cut-

tlefish Sepia apamain the upper Spencer Gulf, South 

Australia. Marine Environmental Research.Volume 67: 

207-218. 

Molluscan sentinels  (Cont.) 

Parasite diversity in southern Australian cephalopods 
Sarah Catalano, University of Adelaide 

Email: sarah.catalano@adelaide.edu.au  

As part of my Ph D pro-
ject at the University of Ade-
laide I am exploring the di-
cyemid mesozoan parasite 
fauna of southern Australian 
cephalopod species.  The main 
focus is on using dicyemid 
parasite genetics as a tool to 
validate the population struc-
ture and to explore the poten-
tial species status of the giant 
Australian cuttlefish, Sepia 
apama in southern Australian 
waters.  Recent studies have 
shown that parasite genotypes 
can identify host populations 
more accurately then by using 
the hosts own genotypes, due 
to the greater subdivision of 
parasites among the host.  
Field work has so far involved 
collecting cephalopod samples 
from numerous prawn survey 
trips; laboratory work has involved designing primers to mitochondrial markers to amplify dicyemid DNA. 
Samples of S. apama from Western Australia and Victorian waters are required to cover the full range of this 
cuttlefish species.  If you could help, please contact me via email as above.  

The kidney of the cuttlefish (red) with hundreds of dicyemid parasites attached 
(white strands).  Each strand represents one individual parasite; hence you can see 
how heavy intensity of infection is. 

mailto:sarah.catalano@adelaide.edu.au
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A silent battle: attack by sponge on Conus geographus 
Thora Whitehead 

I recently acquired three interesting specimens 
of Conus geographus which had been collected on  
Gould Reef, Queensland, in 2010. They had been 
taken alive but the shells were not in good condi-
tion, being covered by numerous fine punctures. 
Turning them over I was amazed to find that the 
two worst affected specimens had vivid orange ap-
ertures, while the third specimen had the usual 
white aperture and only minor damage externally. I 
had only seen this type of damage once before 
when I received a specimen of an uncommon cone, 
Conus coeiinae from Hawaii. It had arrived with an 
apology for being in such poor condition and with 
the information that the damage had been caused 
by an invasive sponge. 

During a visit to the Queensland Museum I 
showed the two "sunrise-orange-mouth" cones to 
Dr John Healy, who checked the collection of 
Conus geographus, but no other similarly coloured 
specimen could be found. We then made a visit to 

Dr John Hooper, the Queensland Museum special-
ist in Porifera, who confirmed that the damage had 
been caused by a sponge of the genus Cliona. He 
gave me a very informative chapter from his book 
on sponges, which provided a rapid improvement 
on my total ignorance of Porifera. 

I learnt that marine sponges are among the 
most toxic of animals; they filter waste products and 
toxins from other toxic organisms, recycle calcium 
carbonate and contribute significantly to the mainte-
nance of a stable environment for the growth of 
other marine organisms. They erode other living 
calcitic creatures, using special etching cells which 
secrete acidic and enzymal substances which dis-
solve calcium carbonate and organic matter. During 
this process they produce limestone chips, which 
they liberate to the seawater. They feed on nutrients 
filtered from seawater. 

The preferred habitat of Conus geographus is con-
cealed under very large rocks, partly buried in sand 
during low tide, emerging at high tide to search for 
fish to consume. They are highly toxic piscivors, and 
have been responsible for quite a few human fatali-
ties.  

The invasive Cliona erodes the outer surface of 
the cone, including the spire whorls, to such an ex-
tent that it is no longer adequate to protect the ani-
mal. It seems likely that the erosive attack is made 
over a considerable time and that the cone becomes 
immobilised, perhaps being unable to leave the shel-
ter of the rock. To strengthen their damaged shells 
they line the whole interior of the shell by secreting 
a layer of orange nacre 0.5 mm thick, which is im-
pervious to further damage from the sponge. It 
would be of interest to know how this new layer 
differs in composition to the damaged exterior shell. 

Since sponges can absorb toxins from other 
toxic animals it seems likely that Cliona targets Conus 
geographus as it exudes a cloud of toxin when it darts 
a fish. As the cones are immobilised they are likely 
to die of starvation, leaving a hard surface which 
enables the sponge to continue growth. This species 
of Cliona seems not to depend on light as some 
other erosive sponges are.  Orange-mouthed specimens of Conus geographus 

After being Newsletter Editor for five years, Des 
Beechey is retiring from the position. The organiza-
tion of Newsletter production was recently reorgan-
ised, with Council members collecting news and arti-
cles, and the Editor doing the layout and organising 
printing and posting. Familiarity with a layout system, 

such as Microsoft Publisher, is desirable, but can be 
easily learned. Please email Rachel at webad-
min@malsocaus.org for more details. The editor does 
the newsletter layout, and must be capable of fitting 
text into the available space in a neat, aesthetic man-
ner, if necessary by thinking up extra material that can 

Newsletter Editor Needed 

mailto:webadmin@malsocaus.org
mailto:webadmin@malsocaus.org
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Society News 

Website Administrator Needed 

The MSA is currently seeking expressions of 
interest for a Website Administrator. The Website 
Administrator will be a member of the MSA council 
and will therefore have regular input on the running 
of the Society. The main responsibilities will be main-
taining and updating the website at 
www.malsocaus.org. Prior experience in website de-
sign and management is necessary, but programming 
knowledge is not. Please email Rachel at webad-
min@malsocaus.org for more details. 

Queensland Branch Resurgent 

The Brisbane Branch MSA has had regularly 
attended meetings since it's inception in the early 
nineteen sixties - a 25th anniversary dinner was 
celebrated in 1988. Present attendance at our meet-
ings is better now than it has been for many years 
with the advent of ten enthusiastic new faces round 
the table at meetings, each contributing to the 
Branch in their own way. 

Since 1990 the highlight of the year has been 
the annual charter trip to various localities on the 
Great Barrier Reef. In 1993 the advent of post-
graduate research student Paul Bingham, who was 
working on conotoxins for his Ph. D., opened our 
eyes to the importance of molluscan biodiversity. 
Conotoxins have the potential for treating people 
with intractable illness. On all subsequent reef trips 
our members have collected live Conus for his stud-
ies, the arrangement being that after the animals 
have been of use, the empty shells would be re-
turned to the person who collected them. 

A new visitor to our meetings, this time a post
-doctoral research student working with live Conus 
in an aquarium at his home, asked members to col-
lect cones on our trip to Gould Reef in 2010. This 
was attended by a larger number of collectors than 
ever before and many specimens were collected 
and kept alive in the "Cone Motel". Designed by 
one of our most innovative members, this is a 
compartmentalised structure which could be main-
tained in seawater by being suspended at the back 
of the boat. 

On line access to Molluscan Research 

articles by MSA members 

Programming to allow members free access to 
pdfs of the articles in Molluscan Research is close to 
completion. Detailed information will be provided in 
the next issue of the Newsletter when the system is 
fully functional. 
 
 

Australian Research Council Journal 
ranking abandoned  

The Australian Research Council (ARC) created 
an “Excellence in Research” A to C ranking system 
for all peer-reviewed journals and as a consequence 
universities were encouraging their researchers to 
publish only in highly ranked journals. Several MSA 
members were therefore greatly concerned that Mol-
luscan Research (like most other specialist journals) was 
listed as a C rank journal, meaning it is considered 
specialist, low impact, or below world standard.  

This year the ARC conducted a review of the 
journal rankings and invited submissions. Kirsten 
Benkendorff (MSA Vice-President) compiled a list of 
key points to support a change of Molluscan Research to 
a B ranking, meaning the journal is at world standard 
and high impact within a discipline. Her points in-
cluded: the distinguished editorial board of Molluscan 
Research and the fact that no molluscan journals are 
currently ranked higher than C, and yet molluscs are 
the 2nd largest animal phylum and have significant 
ecological and economic impacts in Australia. She 
also noted that MR is an international journal with a 
world-wide scope and that it contains papers and re-
view articles on all aspects of molluscan studies 
(biology, systematics, morphology, physiology, ecol-
ogy, conservation, biogeography, genetics and biogra-
phy). In addition, all papers undergo rigorous peer 
review and have a long citation life (> 10 years), even 
if not an immediately high impact factor.  

The ARC received at least four submissions 
from MSA members giving evidence that MR should 
be a B-ranked journal (Kirsten Benkendorff, Don 
Colgan, Rachel Przeslawski, Steve Smith).  

As a result of these submissions, and over 600 
similar ones across a range of journals, the ARC very 
recently announced that it has abandoned their jour-
nal ranking system – a very good outcome However, 
the ARC will still be ranking research performance 
based on publication quality, and journal impact fac-
tors are likely to be substituted as an easy measure of 
quality. Thus it is important to try to raise the impact 
factor of Molluscan Research, by citing relevant papers 
from the journal in your papers as appropriate. 

Next MSA meeting venue and dates 
It has recently been decided that the next three yearly 
meeting of the MSA will be held at St Mary‟s College, 
University of Melbourne, 4-7th December, 2012. One 
or two workshops will also be held either immediately 
prior to the meeting or after it. More details will be 
given in the next Newsletter but in the meantime 
keep these dates free! 
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