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Impending 60th anniversary celebration for the Malacological 
Society of Australasia 

 

Platon Vafiadis, Victorian Branch, Malacological Society of Australasia 

December 2016 will mark sixty years since the first an-
nual general meeting of the Malacological Society of Aus-
tralia (Cotton, 1957) (which subsequently became the 
Malacological Society of Australasia, or MSA, in Novem-
ber, 1993). Whilst late 1956 is its birthdate as a Society, 
its actual history goes back a little earlier, to the forma-
tion of its predecessor, The Malacological Club of Victo-
ria (MCV).  
 
The MCV was founded on 23 October 1952 (not 23 Oc-
tober 1953 as stated by Cotton, 1957: 2) by shell enthusi-
asts at an inaugural meeting held at the Melbourne home 
of Mr. Denzil Hartley and Mrs. Thelma Hartley. In archi-
val material currently available to me, the minutes of this 
important meeting are unfortunately not present. Despite 
Cotton (1957) noting only seven founding members, 
early documents indicate eight: 
 
Mr. John Crofts (the first Chairman); Mrs. Thelma 
Hartley (the first Secretary/Treasurer); the committee 
members Reverend J. K. Arnold (Methodist minister 
and first excursion leader), Miss Myrtle Dedman and 
Miss Barbara Nielsen; Miss J. Hope Macpherson 
(Patroness and also resident conchologist at the National 
Museum of Victoria; and members Mr. Denzil I. Hart-
ley and Mrs. M. B. Harry. 
 

The first Annual Report for the year 1953 by John Crofts 
noted that eight persons were at the inaugural meeting 
(but did not name them). An early working list of mem-
bers compiled in the mid 1950s named the eight founda-
tion members, but Mrs. Harry‘s name was subsequently 
(and inexplicably) crossed out. A draft version of the 
Malacological Club of Victoria‘s ‗Constitution and Rules, 
November 1953, Revised August 1956‘ also listed Mrs Harry 
as a foundation member. Meeting minutes show that she 
was present at the second meeting (Thursday 28 Novem-
ber 1952). At the third meeting (Thursday 15 January 
1953) Mrs. Harry, in absentia, successfully proposed the 
reception of a Mrs. J. E. Hall as a new member. All of 
this is strong evidence that Mrs. Harry should be num-
bered amongst the foundation members. 
 
The suggestion that Hope Macpherson‘s assistant in con-
chology, Miss Patricia Hoggart, was present at the inau-
gural meeting (Burn, 2003) is likely incorrect, as records 
indicate that her induction occurred at the fourth meet-
ing on Thursday 29 January 1953. Burn (pers. comm., 
2016) also notes that he had spoken to Hope Macpher-
son in 2003 in compiling that information, and was thus 
relying on the accuracy of her memory for events that 
had occurred some 50 years earlier. 

     (continued on p. 9) 

Well organised: the letterhead of the Malacological Club of Victoria first appeared on the minutes of the third meet-
ing, held on 15 January, 1953 at the Toorak residence of Denzil and Thelma Hartley. Its links to the National Museum 

of Victoria, through its Patroness, Miss J. Hope Macpherson, are clearly apparent. 
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Membership fees 2016 

Includes Molluscan Research (published four times per 
year), the MSA Newsletter (electronic-only publication 
since Number 158), and discounted registration at the 
MSA Molluscs 2018 conference. 
 
Ordinary members (worldwide)    $AU 70 
Institutional membership    $AU 100 
Student member/concession   $AU 45 
 
Membership fees can be paid (preferably) via the Soci-
ety‘s website. 
 
Send subscriptions via mail to: Malacological Society of 
Australasia, c/o Matt Nimbs, National Marine Science 
Centre, PO Box 4321, Coffs Harbour, NSW, Australia, 
2456. 

 

Newsletter 

Editors: 
Jonathan Parkyn, School of Environment, Science & 
Engineering, Southern Cross University, PO Box 157 
Lismore NSW , Australia 2480. Email: 
jonathan.parkyn@scu.edu.au 
Platon Vafiadis. Email: gabrielona.n@bigpond.com 
 
Deadline for articles for the next issue of the Newslet-
ter: 13 January, 2017. 

 
 

MSA website http://www.malsocaus.org 
 
 
h t tp : / /w w w . face book .c om /groups /
Malsocaus 
 
 
This publication is not deemed to be valid for taxo-
nomic purposes. (See article 8.2 in the International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature 4th Edition.) 
 
 
 
 

Life and death struggle on the intertidal shoreline. 
At left, the sand snail Polinices (probably Polinices sordidus) 
is attempting to smother the venerid bivalve Eumarcia 
fumigata (seen at the right of the photograph) with its 
powerful foot. 
The Eumarcia thrashed about vigorously and was able to 
‗flip‘ its way to a very narrow escape. 
Locality: Port Welshpool, Victoria. 4 February, 2011. 

(Photo & text: P. Vafiadis). 

Society information 
President   Rachel Przeslawski 
Vice President  Kirsten Benkendorff 
Treasurer  Carmel McDougall 
Secretary  Lisa Kirkendale 
Membership Secretary  Matt Nimbs 
Journal Editor  Winston Ponder 
Newsletter Editors  Jonathan Parkyn 
  Platon Vafiadis 
Council Members  Simon Hills 
    Steve Smith 
    Hugh MacIntosh 
    Simon Grove 
    Wayne O‘Connor 
    Bob Creese 

 
All enquiries and orders should be sent to the Secretary, 
Lisa Kirkendale 
Email: lisa.kirkendale@museum.wa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 

Victorian branch 

Secretary Michael Lyons, 19 Banksia Street, Blackburn, 
VIC 3130. Phone (03) 9894 1526 or Email:  
Michael_lyons1@bigpond.com 
 
Meetings are held at the Melbourne Camera Club, cor-
ner of Dorcas and Ferrars Streets, South Melbourne, on 
the third Monday of each month. No meeting in Janu-
ary, July or December. 

mailto:mailto:jonathan.parkyn@scu.edu.au
mailto:mailto:jonathan.parkyn@scu.edu.au
http://www.malsocaus.org
mailto:lisa.kirkendale@museum.wa.gov.au
mailto:mailto:Michael_lyons1@bigpond.commailto:Michael%20lyons1@bigpond.com
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Dredging for molluscs off south-eastern Tasmania:  
an update after 141 dredge samples 

Simon Grove, Senior Curator (Invertebrates), Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery. 
Email: simon.grove@tmag.tas.gov.au 

Rob de Little 176 Safety Cove Road, Port Arthur, Tasmania, 7182. Email: rdelittle@gmail.com 

Introduction. In September 2013 we embarked on a 
trial dredging program to sample marine molluscs off 
the coast of southeast Tasmania. The trial has since 
grown into a major recording effort, involving many 
dredging trips (by RDL) and thousands of specimens 
sorted, identified, databased and in many cases added 
to the state collections at the Tasmanian Museum and 
Art Gallery. This article looks at some of the numbers 
behind the molluscs. 
 
Methods. Dredging methods are reported elsewhere 
(de Little & Grove, 2013; Grove & de Little, 2014). 
Essentially we deployed a small (80 x 27cm mouth 
opening) home-made rectangular, wire-framed dredge 
lined with galvanised steel 6.5mm mesh, attached to 
8mm polypropylene rope with weights attached at vari-
ous points to counter the effect of buoyancy of the 
rope. The dredge was towed slowly over a sea-floor 
distance of perhaps 100m. Recovery was by means of a 
winch designed to recover cray-pots. One significant 
change to these methods in October 2014 (dredge sam-
ple 71 onwards) was the addition of a fine-gauged mesh 
bag attached to the rear of the dredge cage with cable-
ties, specifically to retain a subsample of micromolluscs. 
The region in which the dredge was operated extended 
from the Tasman Sea east of Maria Island in the north-
east, offshore from the east coast of the Forestier and 
Tasman Peninsulas, around Tasman Island and the 
southern coast of the Tasman Peninsula westwards as 
far as Cape Raoul. Samples were hand-sorted on-shore, 
partly under a microscope, by RDL, who then identi-
fied, photographed and retained selected specimens. 
The residues were washed in ethanol and air-dried for 
later identification and databasing by SJG and for in-
corporation of the more valuable specimens into the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery collections. 
 
The database was used to generate a samples-by-species 

matrix of species incidence. Species accumulation 

curves and estimators of total species richness were 

computed from this matrix using the program EstimateS 

version 9.1.0 (Colwell, 2013). In accordance with the 

recommendations in the program‘s documentation for 

data-sets such as ours, the Chao1 estimator was chosen 

as the most realistic measure of total species richness 

(Chao, 1984). 

Results. From 141 dredge samples from 21 separate 
dredging trips between 3 Sep. 2013 and 31 Mar. 2016, 
we recorded some 593 species of marine molluscs. Of 
these, most species are apparently rare: 187 have only  

been recorded once in our samples and 90 only twice 
(Fig. 1). The top twenty species were each recorded 
more than thirty times; the most commonly recorded 
species (Gazameda gunnii) was recorded in half of all sam-
ples (Table 1 - see next page). 

Figure 1. Incidence curve for all 593 species ranked in order of 

decreasing incidence across 141 dredge samples. 

 

The rate of species accumulation has remained relatively 

steady for the past 70 dredge samples or so (Figure 2). 

Prior to this, the rate had begun to tail off. The jump in 

species after 70 samples coincides with the introduction 

of the fine-gauged mesh bag for retaining micromol-

luscs. A randomised species accumulation curve for the 

same data (Figure 1) shows little sign of reaching a pla-

teau, or asymptote. The Chao1 estimator of actual sam-

pleable species richness is 797, with lower and upper 

95% confidence intervals of 726 and 876 respectively. 

Figure 2. Species accumulation with cumulative number of 

dredge samples. The wiggly line represents the data ordered 

according to successive dredge numbers; the smoothed curve 

represents the results of 100 randomisations of dredge number 

order using the program EstimateS (Colwell, 2013). 

mailto:simon.grove@tmag.tas.gov.au
mailto:rdelittle@gmail.com
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R (I) Species & Family R (I) Species & Family 

1 (71) Gazameda gunnii (Turritellidae) 11 (41) Dosinia grata (Veneridae) 

2 (63) Myadora complexa (Myochamidae) 12 (41) Epidirona torquata (Pseudomelatomidae) 

3 (54) Nemocardium thetidis (Cardiidae) 13 (41) Fusinus novaehollandiae (Fasciolariidae) 

4 (53) Gari modesta (Psammobiidae) 14 (40) Callista diemenensis (Veneridae) 

5 (52) Nassarius nigellus (Nassariidae) 15 (39) Tawera gallinula (Veneridae) 

6 (47) Maoricolpus roseus (Turritellidae) 16 (38) Colpospira accisa (Turritellidae) 

7 (45) Mimachlamys asperrima (Pectinidae) 17 (38) Purpurocardia cavatica (Carditidae) 

8 (44) Neotrigonia margaritacea (Trigoniidae) 18 (35) Bathycardita raouli (Carditidae) 

9 (44) Purpurocardia amabilis(Carditidae) 19 (35) Centrocardita rosulenta (Carditidae) 

10 (44) Sassia kampyla (Ranellidae) 20 (33) Limopsis penelevis (Limopsidae) 

Table 1. The twenty most commonly recorded species, ranked in order of decreasing incidence across 141 dredge samples. 

R = rank; I = incidence. 

The median number of species per dredge sample was 
in the range 11-20 (Figure 3). Fifteen samples produced 
no species at all; 102 produced 1 to 50 species while 24 
produced more than 50 species. The highest number of 
species in a sample was 121. There was a slight trend 
for deeper-water samples to be richer in species than 
shallower-water samples (Figure 4). The shallowest 
samples, from 11 to 20 m depth, yielded about 17 spe-
cies on average, while the deepest, from 121 to 140 m, 
yielded 40-55 on average. However, a potential con-
founding factor is that later samples (i.e. those incorpo-
rating the fine-gauged mesh bag for retaining micromol-
luscs) tended to sample deeper waters than did earlier 
samples lacking this device (Figure 5). 
 

Discussion. 
Our findings based on 141 dredge samples represent a 

substantial advance on those reported in Grove and de 

Little (2014), which were based on the first 70 dredge 

samples only. At that stage, observed species richness  

 

 

stood at 253 species, while the statistical estimator of 

total richness stood at 360 species, with lower and upper 

confidence intervals of 315 and 435. The current findings 

incorporate the innovation of including a fine-gauged 

 

Figure 3. Frequency distribution for the number of species by 

the number of dredge samples. 

Figure 4. Relationship between depth of dredge sample and the 

mean number of species sampled. 

Figure 5. Relationship between dredge sample number and 

depth of dredge sample. The trend-line is a linear fit of the data. 
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mesh bag attached to the rear of the main dredge, for 
trapping micromolluscs. It seems likely that this inno-
vation accounts for the leap in species richness after 70 
dredge samples and the continued upward trend in 
richness observable throughout the subsequent sam-
ples; the newly computed estimator is now more than 
double that of the earlier study. It is also plausible that 
the tendency for later samples to originate from deeper 
waters may also play a part in the increased species 
richness per sample, but this remains untested. 
 
As is usually the case with biological sampling, we 
found that a few species dominated the dredge samples 
while most species were rare. It is somewhat ironic that 
the most commonly recorded species – recorded in half 
of all samples – was the screw-shell Gazameda gunnii. 
This is the one species that is officially listed as vulner-
able under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection 
Act, 1995. Its original listing took into account concerns 
about likely competition and smothering from the New 
Zealand screw-shell Maoricolpus roseus. In our samples at 
least, M. roseus was less commonly recorded, although 
when it did occur it was often the dominant species in 
terms of biomass/necromass, whereas G. gunnii was 
generally recorded in ones and twos only. Maoricolpus 
roseus may also have gone under-reported in some in-
stances – discarded overboard along with stones, 
sponges and other non-target material before the main 
mollusc sample was procured. 
 
Conclusion. It is clear that even 141 dredge events is 
insufficient to obtain a comprehensive sample of the 
marine mollusc fauna living in the seas off this small 
section of southeast Tasmanian coastline. To increase 

coverage, one need only increase the number of dredge 
events; the rate of progress towards a ‗full‘ list of sam-
pleable species might be increased through continuing 
to sample deeper waters and through continuing to 
employ a fine-gauge mesh bag to retain micromolluscs. 
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Chao, A. (1984). Non-parametric estimation of the 

number of classes in a population. Scandinavian Jour-
nal of Statistics 11: 265-270. 

Colwell, R.K. (2013). EstimateS. Statistical estimation of 
species richness and shared species from samples. Version 
9.1.0. Computer program available at http://
viceroy.eeb.uconn.edu/estimates/ 

de Little, R. and Grove, S.J. (2013). Sinking to new 
depths in pursuit of Tasmanian marine molluscs. 
Malacological Society of Australasia, Victorian Branch Bul-
letin 271: 2-4. (Available on-line at http://
www.malsocaus.org/docs/vic/bulletin/Bulletin%
20271.pdf) 

Grove, S.J. and de Little, R. (2014). New Tasmanian 
records and range extensions for marine molluscs 
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Opportunity to Join MSA Council 
The MSA is seeking an interested 
Member to join the Council as Secre-
tary in 2017. The role involves co-
ordinating quarterly meetings, usually 
done via teleconference or Skype. 
Main tasks include developing meet-
ing agendas and minutes, announcing 
meetings, and working with the rest 
of  Council to provide advice and di-
rection for the MSA. 
No previous experience is necessary, 
and anyone interested is encouraged 
to email Rachel on 
info@malsocaus.org 
 

Queens birthday honours for MSA 
Members Robert Burn and Alan Monger 

Congratulations to longstanding MSA members 
Robert Burn of Geelong, Victoria and Alan Mon-
ger of Benalla, Victoria for receiving the Medal of 
the Order of Australia (OAM, General Division) in 
the 2016 Queen‘s birthday honours list. 
 
Robert‘s award was ―for service to marine science, 
particularly in the field of malacology‖. (For a biog-
raphy, see also the MSA Newsletter No. 147, May 
2013). 
 
Alan‘s award was ―for service to the community of 
Benalla‖. Alan has also compiled (unpublished) 
comprehensive illustrated summaries of the south 
eastern Australian molluscan fauna, and his knowl-
edge of molluscs is formidable. 
 
Well done to both, and keep up the good work! 

 

http://viceroy.eeb.uconn.edu/estimates/
http://viceroy.eeb.uconn.edu/estimates/
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The 19th World Congress of Malacology was held from 
July 18th to 24th, 2016, in the city of George Town on 
the beautiful island state of Penang, Malaysia. The con-
ference was hosted by Universiti Sains Malaysia and 
was held at Hotel Jen Penang in central George Town. 

City of George Town on the island of Penang, Malaysia 

(Layton, 2016)  

 
The opening ceremony included talks by the Malaysian 
Deputy Minister of Science, Technology and Innova-
tion, Dr. Abu Bakar Bin Mohamad Diah, as well as 
the Vice Chancellor of Universiti Sains Malaysia, Dr. 
Omar Osman. Dr. Diah and Dr. Osman spoke about 
the status of malacological research in Malaysia and 
how industry, academia, and the community can share 
in this research. The 2013-2016 President of Unitas 
Malacologica, Dr. Aileen Tan Shau Hwai, then wel-
comed all 280 delegates from 41 countries, which in-
cluded 10 delegates from Australia and New Zealand. 
Dr. Hwai spoke about the conference theme of ―Unity 
in Diversity‖ and how this theme applies to both inter-
disciplinary research and international collaboration. 
The opening ceremony speakers also expressed their 
gratitude for being awarded the pleasure of hosting the 
first ever World Congress of Malacology in Malaysia.  
 
The conference included four keynote speakers, each 
delivering a captivating talk about their respective field 
of malacological research. 
 
Firstly, Dr. Kathe Jensen from the Natural History 
Museum Denmark presented a synthesis of sacoglossan 
systematics, discussing the disputed position of Sa-
coglossa in the Heterobranchia and current knowledge 
gaps within this group of sap-sucking sea slugs. Dr. 
Fred Wells of Enzer Marine Environmental Consult-
ing then spoke about the prevalence of invasive marine 
species (IMS) in Southeast Asia, highlighting the vari-
ous sources of IMS and how we can begin to mitigate 
this issue. Next, Dr. Takahiro Asami from Shinshu 
University provided an overview of the evolution of 
chemical and physical traits as reproductive barriers in 

terrestrial gastropods, including an interesting example 
of hybrid breakdown in land snails caused by the inabil-
ity of hybrids to detect pheromones. Lastly, Dr. Tony 
Whitten from Asia-Pacific Fauna & Flora International 
summarised the impact of the cement and limestone 
industry on snail populations in Southeast Asia and 
provided recommendations for conserving these micro-
endemic taxa. 
 
The conference consisted of 192 oral presentations and 
86 poster presentations delivered over five days in 15 
thematic symposia. These symposia were dedicated to 
various fields of molluscan research, including aquacul-
ture and climate change, biogeography, ecology, mo-
lecular phylogenetics and systematics, predation, and an 
overview of the tropical marine mollusc programme 
(TMMP). There was also special emphasis on the bio-
geography and ecology of Indo-Pacific taxa, as well as 
the effect of tsunami on marine life in Asia. The diverse 
and interdisciplinary nature of the symposia, in con-
junction with a strong student presence, made it a very 
successful international conference. 
 
One of the symposia was dedicated to the late Profes-
sor von Luitfried von Salvini-Plawen who passed 
away in 2014. Dr. Salvini-Plawen was a professor and 
Head of the Institute of Zoology at the University of 
Vienna and pioneered the field of aplacophoran phy-
logenetics and systematics. The delegates who pre-
sented in this symposium shared memories of Dr. 
Salvini-Plawen and expressed both their admiration for 
his dedication to the field of molluscan phylogenetics 
and their gratitude for his friendship. It was apparent 
during this symposium that he had greatly influenced 
many of the malacologists who are currently undertak-
ing research in this field. 
 
Delegates were allotted a free day in the middle of con-
ference proceedings to partake in a tour of the city, 
which included a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the 
city centre and the nearby botanical gardens. Many 
delegates also travelled to the northwest corner of the 
island to visit Penang National Park where you could 
hike through jungle trails to beautiful beaches and ob-
serve egrets, dusky leaf monkeys, and monitor lizards 
along the way. The conference also included both a 
welcoming and farewell dinner sponsored by Universiti 
Sains Malaysia. The welcoming dinner was held at res-
taurant 59Sixty at the top of the KOMTAR Tower, 
providing excellent views of the waterfront and Penang 
Hill. The farewell dinner was held at a neighbouring 
hotel, St. Giles Wembley, and offered a fusion of Ma-
laysian and Chinese cuisine with live entertainment, 
dancing, and an auction.  

Conference Review - 19th World Congress of Malacology 
Kara Layton, University of Western Australia/Western Australian Museum. 

Email: kara.layton@research.uwa.edu.au 
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The conference concluded with the announcement of 
the new council of Unitas Malacologica, including the 
new president Dr. Terry Gosliner, who revealed that 
the 20th World Congress of Malacology will be held in 
2019 at the Asilomar Conference Grounds in Monterey 
Bay, California. 
 
This was my first time attending a World Congress of 
Malacology meeting and it was a really rewarding experi-
ence. I presented a molecular phylogeny for Chromodoris, 
a colourful and toxic genus of Indo-Pacific nudibranch 

that is a favourite among malacologists and divers. In 
my presentation I highlighted evidence of regional 
mimicry in Western Australia as well as several cases of 
novel diversity across the genus. This work is part of 
my PhD research at the University of Western Australia 
and the Western Australian Museum. Being able to pre-
sent my work to the broader malacological community 
allowed me to forge new collaborations that will benefit 
my research. The delegates were also particularly recep-
tive and nurturing to students and therefore I encour-
age others to attend in the future. 

The deep sea gastropod genus Cantrainea (Colloniidae) 

in Australian waters 

Lynton Stephens Email: lyntonstephens@gmail.com 

Several years ago I was able to examine, in the Museum 
Victoria collections, an interesting array of deep-sea 
gastropods collected during a CSIRO expedition to the 
Tasmanian Seamount Marine Reserve in 2008. 
Amongst these was the figured specimen, a superficially 
monodontine-like shell measuring 16.3mm, collected 
alive at a depth of 952m from the North Sisters sea-
mount (approx. 44°16.6‘S, 147°15.6‘E) off southern 
Tasmania. This specimen was eventually identified ten-
tatively as Cantrainea inexpectata Marshall, 1979, origi-
nally described on the basis of a single specimen from a 
seamount on the southern Kermadec Ridge in 788-
801m of water. C. inexpectata was formerly placed in 
Turbinidae, but is currently classified in Colloniidae as 
per Spencer, Marshall &Willan (2009). 
 
The Tasmanian specimen exhibits less coarse spiral 
sculpture than the holotype, and a less severe lower-
peripheral angulation, however significant growth 
scarring above the outer lip renders the shell a little 
difficult to interpret.  It is possible that it is an unde-
scribed species, but in any case the existence of Can-
trainea in Australian waters is poorly known, with it not 
recorded at the time of Barry Wilson‘s Australian Ma-

rine Shells (1993-94). An enquiry with the Australian 
Museum revealed that another specimen had been 
collected earlier, in 1997, from the ‗Andy‘s Hill‘ sea-
mount, also off southern Tasmania (44°10‘48‘‘S, 146°
59‘23‘‘E), at 900-1100m depth. 
 
The Te Papa museum‘s website indicates that C. inexpec-
tata has been collected widely since its initial discovery, 
at numerous locations around New Zealand, from sub-
Antarctic waters near Macquarie Island and also off 
Middleton Reef, near Lord Howe Island. At least one 
unnamed Cantrainea is known from New Zealand waters 
(Spencer, Marshall &Willan, 2009). 
 
References: 
Marshall, B. A. (1979).  The Trochidae and Turbinidae 

of the Kermadec Ridge (Mollusca: Gastropoda).  
New Zealand Journal of Zoology, 6: 521-552. 

Spencer, H.G., Marshall, B.A. &Willan, R.C. (2009). 

Checklist of New Zealand living mollusa (p.196 - 

219), in: Gordon, D. P. (ed). New Zealand inventory of 

biodiversity. Volume 1. Kingdom Animalia: Radiata, Lo-

photrochozoa, Deuterostomia. Canterbury University 

Press, Christchurch. 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 
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2015 Molluscan Research Achievement Award 
Carmel McDougall on behalf of the Research Grants Sub-committee, Malacological Society of Australasia 

The winner of the 2015 Molluscan Research Achieve-
ment Award is Kris Cooling for his contribution to the 
paper ‗Population dynamics of Turbo militaris 
(Gastropoda: Turbinidae) on rocky shores in a sub-
tropical marine park: implications for manage-
ment‘ (work co-authored with Steve Smith and per-
formed in association with the National Marine Science 
Centre, Coffs Harbour, NSW). 

A juvenile specimen of Turbo militaris 
(Photo from Kris Cooling) 

 
Paper Summary: Snails of the genus Turbo are fished 
both commercially and recreationally in NSW, and they 
are also a traditional food source of Indigenous com-
munities in the region. Given substantial increases in 
urbanisation of the NSW coastline, populations of 
Turbo are coming under increased fishing pressure. In 
response to this, various measures including zoning, 
bag limits, and size restrictions have been introduced in 
an attempt to prevent overharvesting, however the effi-
cacy of these measures are not understood. 
 
In their study, Cooling and Smith quantified short-term 
population dynamics of Turbo militaris within the Soli-
tary Islands Marine Park, accounting for both the zon-
ing status and the accessibility of the surveyed sites. 
The study found that populations of T. militaris are 
highly dynamic over both space and time, and that 
there was no significant association between snail size 
or density between sites with different marine park 
zoning. Site accessibility was found to have a significant 
association, with higher densities of snails found at 
more inaccessible sites. The study concludes that, for 
this species at least, the existence of habitat that is diffi-
cult to access is more likely to contribute to the protec-
tion of the species rather than the implementation of 
no-take zones or bag limits that are difficult to enforce. 
 

Comments from Kris Cooling: 
This paper was an extract from my Honours project 
that actually encompassed four different gastropod 
species. We assessed all the species in relation to ac-
cess and zoning status but T. militaris proved the best 
focus species, given its size, prevalence and cultural 
significance. Marine park zoning and its effectiveness 
has been a bit of a hot topic in the Solitary Islands 
since the parks inception, so it was exciting to have 
the chance to contribute to that body of knowledge. 
 
The actual data collection was a definite highlight - 
having an office like the Solitary Islands Marine Park 
and getting to spend hours prospecting in rock pools 
was fantastic. I do recall a couple of close encounters 
with small wobbegongs and octopus (good gloves are 
worth every cent!) so it wasn't always beer and skittles. 
On the whole, though, it was always good out in the 
field. I also got to meet with some of the traditional 
owners at Arrawarra headland who shared some in-
triguing stories and what the area meant to them to-
day. Talking with them definitely helped keep me mo-
tivated, especially in mid-winter, waist deep in a rock-
pool! 

Kris in the field, with Austrocochlea porcata and Bem-
bicium nanum in the foreground. (Photo supplied by 

Kris Cooling) 

 
Compiling all the data, finalising the thesis and getting 
a paper published was one of the biggest challenges 
I've tackled, but I learned so much. I'm forever grate-
ful to Professor Steve Smith for his endless patience 
and guidance, as well as the extended support network 
I had around me. The team at the National Marine 
Science Centre are second to none—thanks guys for 
everything. Thanks also to the Society and Taylor and 
Francis for this accolade—I'm truly humbled to re-
ceive it. 
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A sideline in my honours drew me to look at resource 
partitioning, stable isotope analysis and the role of algae 
in ecology. I'm hoping to continue working in this field, 
looking at the aquaculture potential of algae on the east 
coast, both in environmental remediation and as a 
source of sustainable raw materials for industry. No 
doubt the enigmatic molluscs will feature somewhere in 
this research — how could they not?! 

Reference: 
Cooling K, Smith SDA (2015). Population dynamics of 
Turbo militaris (Gastropoda: Turbinidae) on rocky shores 
in a subtropical marine park: implications for manage-
ment. Molluscan Research 35(3): 173-181. 

Vale Fred and Chris Bunyard 
Lynton Stephens Email: lyntonstephens@gmail.com 

Sadly, longstanding Victorian MSA member and former Branch president Fred Bunyard passed away 
very suddenly in early August 2016, at the age of 75. Fred‘s loss comes only 18 months after the pass-
ing of his wife Chris (also a longstanding MSA member) in 2015. Fred provided robust leadership for 
the Victorian Branch from 1991– 1996 and 1998 – 2011. Fred and Chris are survived by their daughter 
Debbie and their generosity, expertise and enthusiasm will be sorely missed. 

Impending 60th anniversary celebration for 
the Malacological Society of Australasia 

(continued from page 1) 
 

The fourth meeting, on Thursday 29 January 1953, was 
the Club‘s first public meeting, held at the (then) Na-
tional Museum of Victoria, and attended by 16 mem-
bers, 10 of whom were inducted into the Club on that 
occasion. From there, numbers steadily grew, including 
―out-of-town members‖ many from interstate, some 
from overseas.  
 
The out-of-town members unable to attend the Mel-
bourne meetings wished to be involved in club matters, 
necessitating production of a newsletter-bulletin. The 
first of these appeared on 16 April 1953 and began with 
the words:  
 
“Dear Out-of-Town Members, The Secretary recently received a 
letter from an O.O.T.M. which read, “Now that I am finan-
cially interested, I want to be kept posted.” That sentence created 
the need for this letter-bulletin which we hope to bring to you at 
least once every three months. …”  
 
Not all, however, were comfortable with the rapidly 
growing need to adopt a national focus. Correspon-
dence between the Patroness J. Hope Macpherson and 
the Secretary/Treasurer Thelma Hartley indicates a 
tension between them. Macpherson resigned from the 
Club on 1 December 1955. Later the following year, 
the name ―Malacological Club of Victoria‖ was gone. 
Volume 4, Number 15 of the newsletter (issued 29 Oc-
tober 1956) appeared for the first time under the name 
of ―The Malacological Society of Australia‖ as the or-
ganisation was acquiring a national maturity. 
 
In responding to Hartley‘s requests (1956) for her to 
return to the Society, Macpherson (1956) noted that    

― … the conduct of the Club has been constitutionally irregular 
in some items …‖, and requested a number of conditions 
be met before considering a return, including, under 
the constitution, that ―(o)nly members who are financial and 
present at a meeting shall be entitled to vote‖, and also a re-
affirmation of the original name of the Malacological 
Club of Victoria. 
 
The concerns about the voting rights of out-of-town 
members was partly centred around the perceived 
power that this conveyed to the Secretary/Treasurer, 
who personally knew and had facilitated the induction 
of many into the Club (Letter from eight members to 
membership, 1956). Burn (pers. comm., 2016) also be-
lieves that Macpherson felt the Society would be taken 
down the conchological path at the expense of a 
broader malacological and marine biology focus. (In 
Hartley‘s defence, however, her enthusiasm was un-
questionable, her newsletters broad and informative and 
her 1954 paper ‗Conidae‘ contained substantial mala-
cological and general substance). 
 
The reconciliation was unsuccessful and in 1956 a num-
ber of Macpherson‘s allies also resigned from the MCV. 
Burn (pers. comm., 2016) notes that this group subse-
quently formed the Marine Study Group of Victoria 
(MSG) (see also Notes on p. 10), the inaugural meeting 
of which occurred on 4 February, 1957 (Handreck, 
2001). Macpherson, Crofts, Dedman, Hoggart, Nielsen 
and other early MCV office bearers are listed amongst 
the founding members of the MSG (Handreck, 2001). 
 
Despite its internal tensions, the Malacological Society 
of Australia continued to strengthen. Bernard Cotton, 
R. Tucker Abbott, and Joyce Allan became Patrons, and 
the Society saw the inception of its own journal, The 
Journal of the Malacological Society of Australia, with the 
milestone publication of the first issue occurring on the 
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13th of September 1957. Thelma Hartley was Editor, 
1958-1959 (Volume 1, Numbers 2 and 3), Assistant 
Editor, 1961 (Volume 1, Number 5), and almost cer-
tainly edited the inaugural Volume 1, Number 1 as well. 
The journal has not looked back and is now a leading 
malacological publication. 
 
The annual general meeting of November 1993 saw the 
Society change its name to the Malacological Society of 
Australasia, reflecting increasing membership from re-
gional countries. The role of the journal was then re-
examined and broadened, with the name changing to 
Molluscan Research, the ‗first‘ issue of which appeared as 
Volume 15 on 31 October 1994. Molluscan Research has 
been further strengthened in being jointly published by 
both the MSA and the Japanese association The Soci-
ety for the Study of Molluscan Diversity (SSMD) 
(formerly The Malacozoological Association of Yama-
guchi) since 2009 (Volume 29, Number 1 and on-
wards). That such an exciting collaboration has come to 
fruition is a testimony to how far the MSA has come 
from its humble beginnings. May it and its association 
with SSMD continue to strengthen and flourish! 
 
Notes: 
The MSG in 1980 amalgamated with the Underwater 
Research Group of Victoria to form the Marine Re-
search Group of Victoria (MRG), and the latter merged 
into the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria in 1997 as 
the Marine Research Group— many current Victorian 
MSA members also belong to it. 
 

Addendum: Some nudibranch mollusca named in 
honour of founding members of the MSA. 

Gymnodoris arnoldi (Burn, 1957). 20mm. Off brown algae,  
Torquay, Victoria. 6 July, 2008. (Photo: P. Vafiadis) 

 

Jorunna hartleyi (Burn, 1958). 15-20mm. Cowrie Beach, Phillip 
Island, Victoria. 6 November, 1998. (Photo: P. Vafiadis) 

 

Facelina hartleyi Burn, 1962. 10mm. Off Amphibolis antarctica. 
Cape Paterson, Vic. 12 March 2008. (Photo: P. Vafiadis) 

 

Trinchesia thelmae (Burn, 1964). 8mm. Off brown algae, Tor-
quay, Victoria. 15 December, 2012. (Photo: P. Vafiadis) 

 

Phyllodesmium macphersonae (Burn 1962). Not measured. Port-
land, Victoria. 4 March, 2013. (Photo: P. Vafiadis) 
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