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Observation of feeding in the pleurobranchomorph sea slug 
Euselenops luniceps (Cuvier, 1816) 

Matt J. Nimbs & Stephen D. A. Smith, National Marine Science Centre, Southern Cross 
University, Bay Drive, Coffs Harbour, NSW, 2450. Email: matt.nimbs@gmail.com 

The Moon-faced Sea Slug, (Cuvier, 
1816), is a large, nocturnally active pleurobranch found 
across the warm temperate and tropical Indo-Pacific 
region (Rudman 1999). On the Australian east coast, it 
has been observed in Queensland, New South Wales 
(NSW) and  in  the  Tasman  Sea  at  Lord  Howe  Island 

(Marshall and Willan 1999; Coleman 2008). In NSW, it 
occurs along the entire coast from Tweed Heads in the 
north to Merimbula in the south (Nimbs and Smith 
2017), however most observations are from the central 
coast (Rudman 1999). 

    (continued p. 3) 

Figure 1. Euselenops luniceps at the ‘Pipeline’, Nelson Bay, NSW, 9 December 2015. Photo: S. D. A. Smith. 
In this image, the wide, finely papillose oral veil, used to detect prey, can be clearly seen.  
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4th Edition.) 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

The remarkable, narrow chiton 
Ashby, 1918 (Ischnochitonidae) 

is a perfect example of a mollusc where knowledge of 
habitat is essential if one wishes to encounter it alive in 
nature. The generic name comes from the Greek word 

, meaning ‘narrow’. This small chiton (length up to 
10 mm) lives on the stems of the temperate Australian 
seagrass . Careful searches for it 
among beds are very often negative, but this 
makes the reward of a sighting so much greater. These 
chitons are always a delight to behold! 
Reference: Cotton BC (1964). 

 Government Printer, Adelaide (151p). 
 

(Text and photo: P. Vafiadis) 

on the stem of 
. Flat Rocks, Bunurong Marine Reserve, Victo-

ria. Friday 16 February, 2001 (estimated length 5-6 mm). 

mailto:Michael_lyons1@bigpond.commailto:Michael%20lyons1@bigpond.com
mailto:jonathan.parkyn@scu.edu.au
http://www.malsocaus.org
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Observation of feeding in the pleurobranchomorph sea slug Euselenops luniceps 
(Cuvier, 1816) (continued from page 1) 

Found on sandy substrates in moderately sheltered con-
ditions, this species can bury itself so that only its rhino-
phores and siphon project above the surface of the sedi-
ment in order to evade predators (Rudman 1999; Beh-
rens 2002). However, specimens are seldom seen by di-
vers because they are mostly nocturnal, emerging from 
sediments at night and moving across the benthos forag-
ing for prey (pers. obs.). Over the last few years, night-
divers have reported large aggregations of in 
both Port Stephens and Sydney Harbour with upwards 
of 200 individuals sighted in a single dive.  
 
With a very wide oral veil possessing many, fine sensory 
papillae (Fig. 1) is presumed to prey on sand-
dwelling invertebrates (Pittman and Fiene 2013). With a 
similar morphology, and sharing the same ecological 
niche, the unrelated polycerid sea slug 
Alder & Hancock 1864, has also been found to move 
across sediments in search of prey at night. The diet of 

, determined by examination of gut contents, 
was found to be ophiuroid brittle stars (Nakano 2016). 
This finding is supported by an observation in an in-
formative video by Dustin Adamson, available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXmS7DqOsuk 
(commencing at time-stamp 00:58s). 

The Nelson Bay (Smith and Davis 
2013) is a citizen science project aimed at documenting 
the diversity of sea slugs in Port Stephens on the NSW 
central coast on a quarterly basis. During the 10th cen-
sus in December 2015, we observed a breeding aggrega-
tion of at night at the ‘Pipeline’ dive site be-
tween depths of 6 and 8m. Using a housed Olympus 
TG 3 compact camera and iTorch video light, we made 
a video recording of one animal which captured a feed-
ing sequence. In this video, a stationary brittle star is 
rapidly consumed whilst the sea slug moves across the 
substrate. To our knowledge, the target prey and feeding 
process in has not previously been reported.  
 
We extracted a series of still-shots from the video se-
quence that detail the prey acquisition process (Figure 
2). Details of behaviour are included with each image 
and time-stamps from the video sequence are included 
in the caption. The full video is available on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mTzBXyVTVA. 

Figure 2. Still-shot series of a feeding sequence from a video recording of the pleurobranchomorph sea slug, 
Euselenops luniceps consuming an ophiuroid brittle star at the ‘Pipeline’, Nelson Bay, NSW, 9 December 2015. 

Images: M. Nimbs. Time-stamps: (A) 0:00:08 s, (B) 0:00:10 s, (C) 0:00:11 s, (D) 0:00:12 s.  
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Researching molluscs? Need some cash to help you do it?  
You are in luck! Applications for the 

2017 Malacological Research Grants are now open! 

These grants provide up to $2,000 to assist outstanding 
researchers to undertake projects that increase 
knowledge of Australasian molluscs. There are no eligi-
bility restrictions, but preference is normally given to 
those who are not employed as professional malacolo-
gists. 

Last year we supported research into the effects of envi- 

ronmental stress in , and into resolving 
an issue with sea hare taxonomy. Let us know what 
research we can assist you with this year!  

Applications are due on the 30th of June, so head to 
our website http://www.malsocaus.org for all the de-
tails! 

Erratum 
Please note that on page 1, MSA Newsletter no. 160, 
the photograph credit for the Goodnight Scrub Pin-
wheel Snail Stanisic 2010 was 
incorrect. 
 
The photograph was taken by Dr. John Stanisic. 
Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 

‘Gyrocochlea’ goodnight Stanisic 2010, from south 
east Queensland. (Photograph: Dr. John Stanisic) 

Correspondence 
Thank you to Dr. Anders Hallan, Australian Museum, 
for clarifying some of the points mentioned in the 
‘road-test’ of the new Australian freshwater mollusc 
identification tool (see MSA Newsletter 160, p. 10-11). 
Below is an excerpt of his correspondence from 23 
January, 2017: 
“Just a comment on the numbers indicated on Entities 
Remaining - as mentioned in the guidelines, unfortu-
nately, the number of remaining entities cannot reflect 
only the number of species remaining but the number 
of all classification ranks under which the species is 
scored in the character matrix. Therefore, family and 
genus will also show up in ER. For two species remain-
ing the ER will therefore show 6 and not 2, provided 
they belong to two different families. This can be mis-
leading, but in cases where there are numerous species 
remaining and the user cannot narrow down the re-
maining taxa to few species, it is good to be able to 
look up information on higher taxa (either in fact 
sheets or in the 'natural description' functions). How-
ever, I do hope that with future updates to the soft-
ware that this can be addressed so that perhaps the 
user can choose away this function if desired.  

The MSA is 60 years old! 

Be sure to check out our online #MSAturns60 campaign at http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=933 
for interesting posts on key events in our history. 

http://www.malsocaus.org
http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=933
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Dr. Fred Wells, our new Honorary Member appointee for early 2017! 

Lisa Kirkendale, MSA President  Email: lisa.kirkendale@museum.wa.gov.au 

Council has recently appointed Dr. Fred Wells as our 
next Honorary Member of the MSA given his extensive 
contribution to the Society, his ability to generate inter-
est in molluscan research in Australia, and his ongoing 
work on molluscan ecology and biosecurity. 
 
Some of Fred’s many accomplishments include service 
as President of the MSA from 1980-1985 (vice President 
in early 2000s), chief organizer of 1997 (Rottnest) and 
2004 (Perth) triennial conferences and an editor of 

for almost 20 years (1980-1999). 
 
In Western Australia, Fred drove the inception, oversaw 
organization and garnered funding for five workshops 
(Albany 1988, Rottnest 1991, Abrolhos 1994, Rottnest 
1996, Dampier 2000, Esperance 2003). These work-
shops brought worldwide experts to WA to focus on the 
amazing fauna and habitats of the state, resulting in nu-
merous workshop volumes detailing research outcomes 
including the description of 300 new species. Fred has 
authored over 130 publications on wide variety of top-
ics, but largely focussed on molluscan ecology. This in-
cluded important work on the mangrove fauna (Wells 
1983), reproduction in pteropods (Lalli & Wells, 1978) 
as well as development of WA’s early abalone fishery 
(Wells & Keesing, 1989) and important marine conser-
vation research identifying biodiversity hotspots 
(Roberts et al 2002, with >1000 citations). Fred is also a 
world-recognized expert in molluscan non-indigenous 
species monitoring and detection. 
 
Fred was formally notified of his honorary membership 
in March and he accepted his appointment in early April, 
while overseas, with humility and grace. He feels hon-
oured to be recognized for his service to the malacologi-
cal community in Australasia, and will receive ten years 
of free membership. Congratulations Fred! 

Selected references: 
Workshop proceedings: 
Wells FE, Walker DI, Kirkman H, Lethbridge R. (eds). (1990/91). Proceed-

ings of the third international marine biological workshop: The marine 
flora and fauna of Albany, Western Australia. Western Australian Muse-
um, Perth. 2 volumes, 722 pages 

Wells FE, Walker DI, Kirkman H, Lethbridge R. (eds). (1993). Proceedings 
of the fifth international marine biological workshop: The marine flora 
and fauna of Rottnest Island, Western Australia. Western Australian 
Museum, Perth. 634 pages. 

Wells FE. (Ed). 1997. Proceedings of the seventh international marine biolog-
ical workshop: The marine flora and fauna of the Houtman Abrolhos 
Islands, Western Australia. Western Australian Museum, Perth. 566 
pages. 

Walker DI, Wells, FE (eds). (1999). Proceedings of the ninth international 
marine biological workshop: The seagrass flora and fauna of Rottnest 
Island, Western Australia. Western Australian Museum, Perth. 421 pages. 

Wells FE, Walker DI, Jones DS (eds) (2003). Proceedings of the eleventh 
international marine biological workshop: The marine flora and fauna of 
Dampier, Western Australia. Western Australian Museum, Perth. 587 
pages. 

Wells FE, Walker DI, Kendrick G (eds). (2005). Proceedings of the twelfth 
international marine biological workshop: The marine flora and fauna of 
Esperance, Western Australia. Western Australian Museum, Perth. 727 
pages. 

Journals: 
Lalli CM, Wells FE (1978). Reproduction in the genus  

(Opisthobranchia: Thecosomata).  186: 95-108. 
Roberts CM, McClean CJ, Veron JEN, Hawkins JP, Allen GR, McAllister 

DE, Mittermeier CG, Schueler FW, Spalding M, Wells F, Vynne C, 
Werner TB (2002). Marine biodiversity hotspots and conservation priori-
ties for tropical reefs 295: 1280-1284. 

Wells FE (1983). An analysis of marine invertebrate distributions in a man-
grove swamp in north-western Australia.  33(3): 
736-744 

Wells FE, Keesing JK (1989). Reproduction and feeding in the abalone 
Gray. 40(2): 

187-197. 

Drs. Fred Wells and Rachel Przeslawski, during MSA 
excursion to Dorrigo National Park, NSW, 

Thurs. 3 December, 2015. (Photo from P. Vafiadis) 

Drs. Fred Wells and (in background) 
Loisette Marsh, Ashmore Reef, 1986. 

(Photo courtesy of, and copyright, 
Western Australian Museum) 

http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/umrsmas/bullmar;jsessionid=1bokueqsw20uk.x-ic-live-02
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Putative role for bacterial symbionts in the biosynthetic origin of 

Tyrian purple in Dicathais orbita, a Muricidae mollusc 

PhD Thesis 

Summary 

 

Ajit Kumar Ngangbam 

 

Southern Cross University  

The neogastropod molluscs of the family Muricidae are 
well known for the production of the historically im-
portant dye Tyrian purple. 6,6’ Dibromoindigo, the ma-
jor pigment in Tyrian purple dye, was the first marine 
natural product to be structurally defined, however even 
a century later, the biosynthetic origin of Tyrian purple 
and the role of microbial symbionts in its production is 
not known. 6,6’ Dibromoindigo is the brominated deriv-
ative of the blue dye indigo which is usually derived 
from a range of bacteria and plants.  
 
The broad objective of this thesis was to establish the 
biosynthetic origin and identify genes involved in the 
biosynthesis of bromoindole derivatives in muricid mol-
luscs.  
 
The first aim of the thesis was to generate the transcrip-
tome of hypobranchial gland, prostate gland, albumen 
gland, capsule gland, mantle and foot tissues of Dicathais 
orbita using the Illumina HiSeq 2000 platform. This in-
vestigation generated over 201 million high quality reads 
and was de novo assembled into 219,437 contigs. In to-
tal, 76,152 contigs that contained candidate-coding re-
gions were annotated with reference to the Nr, Swiss-
Prot and Kyoto Encyclopedia of Genes and Genomes 
(KEGG) databases. This study revealed that D. orbita 
expresses a number of genes associated with indole, sul-
fur and histidine metabolism pathways that are relevant 
to Tyrian purple precursor biosynthesis (Baten, Ngang-
bam et al. 2016). However, there were no matches to 
known bromoperoxidase enzymes within the D. orbita 
transcripts.  
 
The second aim of the thesis was to establish whether 
distinct bacterial communities occur in the biosynthetic 
organs of D. orbita and to identify any indole producing 
bacteria using 16S rRNA sequencing. Biochemical activi-
ty profiles and the bacterial communities cultured from 
D. orbita were not significantly different between males 
and females, but there  were  significant  differences  
according  to  the  source  tissue.  Bacterial  communities 

from foot tissue were similar to seawater, but the Tyri-
an purple producing hypobranchial glands and repro-
ductive organs had a low diversity of culturable bacteria 
with limited biochemical activity (Ngangbam, Waters et 
al, 2015). Three indole-producing bacteria were also 
identified from these biosynthetic organs. Biochemical 
and molecular analysis revealed that these indole-
producing isolates matched closely to Vibrio spp. 
 
The third aim of the thesis was to assess the diversity 
and identity of bacteria associated with the Tyrian pur-
ple producing hypobranchial gland, in comparison with 
foot tissue using a high-throughput sequencing bacterial 
profiling approach. This investigation revealed a highly 
diverse bacterial assemblage associated with the hypo-
branchial gland and foot tissues of D. orbita 
(Ngangbam, Baten et al, 2015). The dominant bacterial 
phylum in the 16S rRNA bacterial profiling data set was 

 followed by , and 
. In comparison to the hypobranchial gland, 

the foot had significantly higher bacterial diversity and a 
different community composition, based on taxonomic 
assignment at the genus level. Indole-producing  
spp. And bacteria with brominating capabilities were 
also observed in the hypobranchial gland of D. orbita. 
 
The final aim of the thesis was to culture bacterial sym-
bionts from the Tyrian purple producing hypobranchial 
gland and screen the isolates for indole production and 
bromoperoxidase genes using molecular methods. The 
ability of bromoperoxidase positive isolates to produce 
the brominated indole precursor to Tyrian purple was 
also established by extraction of the culture and analysis 
using liquid chromatography mass spectrometry 
(LCMS). In total, 32 bacterial isolates were cultured 
from hypobranchial glands using marine agar, 
marine agar with hypobranchial gland extracts, blood 
agar, thiosulfate/citrate/bile salts/sucrose agar and ce-
trimide agar at pH 7.2. Two bacterial isolates were 
found to have coding sequences for bromoperoxidase 
enzymes.  
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In summary, this thesis used a range of culture and cul-
ture independent approaches and modern gene sequenc-
ing to understand the role of microbial symbionts and 
biosynthetic origin of Tyrian purple in . This 
thesis offers new opportunities for sustainable produc-
tion of Tyrian purple and has greatly increased the mo-
lecular understanding of Tyrian purple producing muri-
cid molluscs.  
 
References: 
Baten A, Ngangbam AK, Waters DLE, Benkendorff K (2016). Tran-

scriptome of the Australian mollusc provides 
insights into the biosynthesis of indoles and choline esters. 

14, 135; doi:10.3390/md14070135. 
 
Ngangbam AK, Baten A, Waters DLE, Whalan S, Benkendorff K 

(2015). Characterization of bacterial communities associated with 
the Tyrian purple producing gland in a marine gastropod. PLOS 
ONE 10(10): e0140725. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0140725  

 
Ngangbam AK, Waters DLE, Whalan S, Baten A, Benkendorff K 

(2015). Indole-producing bacteria from the biosynthetic organs 
of a muricid mollusc could contribute to Tyrian purple produc-
tion. 2015, 34: 443-454. 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Palmulacypraea in Australian waters? 

Lynton D. Stephens  Email: lyntonstephens@gmail.com 

Recently I obtained an interesting, small (14.6 mm) spec-
imen of Cypraeidae (figs. a-c) from a bag of mixed 
dredgings. The shell has now been donated to the Aus-
tralian Museum (AM C.532859). It was taken off 
Mooloolaba, southern Queensland, by D. Harris, from a 
depth of about 70 to 80 fathoms (128 to 146 m), be-
tween mid 2016 and January 2017. The specimen is in 
poor condition, however it is clearly recognisable as a 

, either (Lorenz, 
2002) or (Kuroda & Habe, 
1961), which are very similar. Neither has yet been rec-
orded from Australia (Wilson, 1993; Beechey & Mutu-
tantri, 2015; Lorenz pers. comm. 2017). Illustrated for 
comparison is a specimen of from the East 
China Sea (figs. d-f). 
 
Unfortunately, the main difference between these two 
taxa relates to the pigmentation of the labral teeth, which 
can’t be studied in the QLD specimen. Nevertheless, the 
rather rounded posterior and weakly developed labral 
teeth suggest, in accordance with the advice of Lorenz 
(2002),  that  s a more  likely  identification, 

albeit that the holotype of (figured by Lo-
renz, 2002) exhibits a fairly strong posterior projection. 
The nearest records of and to 
Australia are from New Caledonia (Lorenz, 2002). 
 
The Queensland specimen is obviously quite old and 
perhaps fossil, however it does raise the alternative pos-
sibility that and/or occur spo-
radically along the continental shelf of north-eastern 
Australia. The author is interested in hearing from any-
one who is aware of any Australian records of either 
species. 
 
References: 
Beechey D, Mututantri A. (2015). Australian Faunal 

Directory. Australian Biological Resources Study, Canberra. 
Viewed 16 April 2017. https://biodiversity.org.au/afd/taxa/
CYPRAEIDAE 

Lorenz F. (2002). . Conchbooks, Hackenheim, 
Germany. 292pp. 

Wilson BR. (1993). Odyssey Publi-
cations, Kallaroo, WA. 407pp. 

Plate at left: 
 
a-c: Palmulacypraea, 128-
146m depth, off Mooloolabah, 
Queensland 
(AM C.532859); 
 
d-f: Palmulacypraea boucheti 
(Lorenz, 2002) from East Chi-
na Sea.  
 
Scale bars 10 mm.  
 
(Photographs: L. D. Stephens) 
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Additional notes on the soft parts of Sukashitrochus atkinsoni 
(Tenison Woods, 1877) (Gastropoda: Scissurellidae) 

Platon Vafiadis  Email: newsletter@malsocaus.org 

The living morphology of the micromollusc 
was recently described—it possesses (on 

each side) a smooth suboptic tentacle, three papillate 
epipodial tentacles and an epipodial sense organ fused to 
the posterior base of each first epipodial tentacle 
(Vafiadis, 2010). 
 

More recently, another live specimen (Figure 1) was col-
lected from the under-surface of a lower littoral stone at 
Harmers Haven, Victoria by Audrey Falconer, during 
fieldwork by the Marine Research Group of the Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria. Study of this animal under 
the stereomicroscope has allowed two new observations 
to be made on the soft tissues. 

Figure 1 (above, in four parts). Sukashitrochus atkinsoni, Harmers Haven, Victoria, 15 March 2016 (NMV 
F227287). Pallial tentacle is arrowed white, and right epipodial sense organ is arrowed red. 

Maximum shell dimension 2.4 mm. (Photos: P. Vafiadis) 

The first observation is the presence of a short, papillate 
pallial tentacle that protrudes from the slit (arrowed in 
Figure 1). Semi-translucent, colourless and easy to miss 
on dorsal examination, it is best appreciated from the 
anterior and right lateral aspects. Examination of living 
scissurellids must thus also occur side-on to check for 
such structures. 
 
The second observation relates to the epipodial sense 
organs. Close examination of these parts in a small, ac-
tive animal is challenging. They were described as dorso-
ventrally flattened, smooth and bluntly rounded 
(Vafiadis, 2010). Here, a glimpse of the right epipodial 
sense organ (at the perfect but brief moment where 

lighting, angle, magnification, background contrast, ani-
mal extension, activity and position were all simultane-
ously ideal) showed that the rounded terminus bore sev-
eral fine, short, transparent processes. These seemed to 
be non-mobile and dorso-ventrally flattened rather than 
cylindrical. The momentary nature of the observation 
meant that no additional details could be gleaned, nor 
could the number of processes be accurately counted. 
The observations thus need further confirmation. The 
depiction presented in Figure 2 (on the following page) 
is based on a drawing made at the microscope and is my 
best estimate of the appearance from this transitory as-
sessment. Whether the left epipodial sense organ bears 
such processes is uncertain. 
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The epipodial sense organs differ in structure to the 
epipodial tentacles, the latter being morphologically 
akin to the cephalic tentacles and pallial tentacle. It is 
interesting to wonder about what sort of sensory infor-
mation each of these conveys to the animal.  

Photography occurred in a petri dish of sea-water (same 
method and equipment as in the original study except 
that the digital SLR camera used here was a Canon 
550D). Lateral and anterior views were captured as the 
snail crawled on the side of the dish. After preservation 
in 96% ethanol, it was lodged in the Museum Victoria 
mollusc collection, reference number NMV F227287. 
 
Reference: 
Vafiadis P (2010). The living morphology of the marine snails Inci-
sura remota (Iredale, 1924) and Sukashitrochus atkinsoni (Tenison 
Woods, 1877) (Vetigastropoda: Scissurellidae). The Victorian Natural-
ist 127 (6): 255-265. 

Figure 2: 
Sukashitrochus atkinsoni, 
terminus of right epipodial 

sense organ, 
ventral view 

(needs further confirma-
tion – see text). 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Unexpected live records of Trivellona excelsa Iredale, 1931 
from off the Victorian coast 

Lynton D. Stephens  Email: lyntonstephens@gmail.com 

Several years ago, Robert Burn and Alan Monger 
brought to my attention two interesting specimens of 
Triviidae (one of which is shown in figs. a & b) housed 
in the Museum Victoria collection. These are registered 
as NMV F.169435 and were taken by a research vessel 
from a depth of 400 metres about 60 km south of 
Point Hicks on 24 July 1986, using an epibenthic sled. 
The exact locality is slope station 40 (38.295°S, 
149.188°E). The two specimens are quite large, measur-
ing 15.7 and 17.1 mm. They were taken alive and are 
preserved wet with animals. 

The material appears to be conspecific with Trivellona 
Iredale, 1931, which is an obscure taxon with a 

tangled history in the literature. The holotype is a large 
(17.6 mm) shell which was taken from about 91 – 128 
m of water off Montague Island, New South Wales. 
According to Fehse & Grego (2009) and the Australian 
Museum’s database, no additional specimens similar to 
it are known from south-eastern Australia. The holo-
type is also an old, worn specimen  and  was interpreted  

by Fehse & Grego (2009) as a subfossil.  The Museum 
Victoria specimens confirm that shells of this kind do 
indeed live in deep habitats off the south-east Australi-
an corner. 
 

is a widespread complex of shells which ex-
hibits subtle variation, hence the taxonomy of the group 
is difficult. How the New South Wales & Victorian 
specimens relate to other Indo-Pacific populations is 
currently uncertain. Beechey (2000) diverged from the 
opinions of previous authors in considering 
to be “an unusually large and coarsely ribbed specimen 
of .” This position is one that I cannot 
agree with. Several features of take it well out-
side the range of variability of in my opinion, 
notably the pinched anterior and less centrally-placed 
aperture plus the fewer, sparser and more erect riblets. 
 
The species is absent from the index of Wilson’s (1993) 
`Australian Marine Shells, Volume 1’ however, on page 
210, he ranks it as a synonym of 
(Gaskoin, 1836), now (Gaskoin, 
1836). This decision appears to have originated with 
Cernohorsky (1968), whose taxonomy trends firmly 
towards the side of lumping, in stark contrast to Iredale. 
Cernohorsky’s position was eventually rejected by Cate 
(1979), Beechey (2000), Dolin (2001), Fehse & Grego 
(2009) and others. 
 
Dolin (2001) not only considered to be valid, 
but also cited many additional records from various 
parts of the south-west Pacific, including New Caledo-
nia, the Coral Sea, Vanuatu, Loyalty Ridge, New Hebri-
des and the Norfolk Ridge, at depths from 170 to 730 
metres. Dolin (2001) also noted the similarity to 

(Schepman, 1909). Fehse & Grego (2009) 
reported  material  similar to  from the Philip- 

Trivellona excelsa Iredale, 1931. NMV F.169435. 
Scale bar 5 mm. (Photographs: L. D. Stephens). 
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-pines, however their map (p. 131) excludes all of the 
localities given by Dolin (2001), without any explana-
tion being given. 
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The changing face of Molluscan Research: a brief overview 

Platon Vafiadis  Email: newsletter@malsocaus.org 

Issues (from L. to R):  
Top row: 
Vol. 1, No.1, 1957; 
Vol. 2, No. 1, 1970; 
Vol. 14, 1993; 
Vol. 15, 1994; 
Vol. 19, No. 1, 1998; 
 
Bottom row: 
Vol. 19, No. 2, 1998; 
Vol. 21, 2001; 
Vol. 22, No. 1, 2002; 
Vol. 25, No. 1, 2005; 
Vol. 33, No. 1, 2013 

The ‘Journal’ began as 
, and Vol. 1, No. 1 appeared on 13 

September, 1957. Pages were 143 mm by 214 mm. Vol-
ume 1 appeared in 12 issues, and No. 12 was published 
on 22 March, 1969. 
 
The appearance changed from Vol. 2, No. 1, 1970. The 
pages were (roughly) 179 mm by 245 mm. It remained 
unchanged up to and including Vol. 14 (1993), but the 
colours of the outer cover varied over this period 
(orange from 1970-1973, olive green from 1974-1976, 
silver from 1978-1980, blue from 1981-1982, aqua green 
from 1983-1984, orange-brown from 1985-1986, red 
from 1978-1991, and light green from 1992-1993). 
 
Vol. 15 (published on 31 October, 1994) saw the name 
change to , and this was also the first 
issue using the Society’s new name, ‘The Malacological 
Society of Australasia’. The cover style was also changed, 
and retained the same light blue colour and style up to 
and including Vol. 18, No. 2, 1997. 
 
The front cover appearance changed with Vol. 19, No. 
1, published on 19 May, 1998, and this was again slightly 

modified for Vol. 19, No. 2, published on 19 Novem-
ber, 1998. The cover style remained unchanged up to 
and including Vol. 21, 2001, except for colour changes 
(pale blue background with light purple drawings in Vol. 
19, 1998; orange background with pale blue-brown 
drawings in Vol. 20, 1999-2000; & brown with dark blue 
drawings in Vol. 21, 2001). Vol. 21, 2001 was the final 
issue printed by The Malacological Society of Australa-
sia. 
 
Volumes 22 (2002), 23 (2003) and 24 (2004) were print-
ed by the CSIRO, each volume having 3 issues per year. 
Page dimensions were 176 mm by 250 mm. 
 
Volumes 25 (2003) through to 32 (2012) were printed 
by Magnolia Press. From Vol. 29 (2009) the journal has 
been published jointly by The Malacological Society of 
Australasia and the Society for the Study of Molluscan 
Diversity. These were A4 page size, again with 3 issues 
per volume per year. 
 
Taylor and Francis have printed the journal from Vol. 
33, No. 1 (February 2013) until the present, retaining 
the A4 format, with 4 issues per volume per year. 

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/Trviidae/Pages/trivia_merces.htm
http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/Trviidae/Pages/trivia_merces.htm

