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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 21st November at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr.Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be our Annual General Meeting when we have 

the election of office bearers for the year 2006.  This will be followed by a Members Night the last meeting 

for this year and we encourage as many members as  possible to attend.  

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

Eddie Beulke has provided the Branch with a list of Victorian Bivalves he has compiled from the records and 

photo copied notes of the late Peter Noonan.  Eddie has explained that unfortunately with some of the later 

families he could not find all the details such as size and location and on some occasions had to resolve the 

problem of what name Peter had decided was correct.  The 15 page list set out in systematic order is an 

excellent piece of painstaking work by the author and reflects the great knowledge and enthusiasm of Peter, 

who many of us will remember with affection.  

   

Reminder to members with Collecting Permits 

These reports are required to be forwarded to Fisheries Management by November 30th each year.  

Please return your report sheets to the Secretary before that date even if no collecting has been undertaken this 

year.  

 

A Bulletin will be published prior to the February meeting next year.  Once again we thank all those who have 

contributed articles to the Bulletin this year. 

 

On behalf of the Chairman, Secretary and committee of the Branch we wish all members a happy time over 

the festive season and good shelling in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 



VIC. BR. BULL. NO.  231                                   2.                                            OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2005 

 
 

Ken McDowell joined the Malacological Society in 1968 and remembers Fay and Marjorie Murray with 

admiration and affection for the way they kept the Society running from day to day. Ken took an active part in 

meetings. 

On Fay Murray's death Ralph Robertson became secretary-treasurer of the Victorian branch and when the 

council of the society returned to Melbourne at the end of 1972 he became secretary of the council as well. 

Ken McDowell became a member of the council and responsible for the mailing of Australian Shell News to 

members and secretary-treasurer in April 1974 replacing Barbara Nielson who resigned on leaving Victoria. 

In October 1977 he resigned as secretary but retained the position of treasurer until the end of 1979 when the 

council moved to Perth. 

 

It was during a vacation to Narooma, New South Wales in the late 60's that Ken became interested in shell 

collecting and in Mitres in particular and so he has concentrated on this family and even in retirement has kept 

his collection. It is very well housed in wooden trays and the representatives of each species are in separate 

plastic boxes which contain label bearing genus and species name and locality. 

 

Over the years brief business trips allowed Ken the opportunity to meet other collectors and for collecting 

particularly to New Guinea. In the 60's the local market in Rabaul was famous amongst shell collectors, with 

local shells available in quantity and at very tempting prices. Many Mitres and Vexillum species found their 

way from Rabaul to shell collections. 

 

A trip to P.N.G in 1970 allowed time for limited shelling and to exchange with other collectors. Also an 

invitation for Alan Hinton to join a dredging trip to a bay near Port Morseby was memorable in that only a 

single live shell was taken-- a bivalve. As a result of this experience Ken gave a talk to the society on 10th of 

September 1970 "Highlights of a Shell Collector's Brief Visit to Port Moresby and Rabaul". 

 

In 1972 long service leave allowed a trip in which the McDowell’s spent considerable time collecting at 

various locations between Darwin and Perth W.A. including ten days in Broome where live Volutes were the 

main attraction. The overall success of this three months trip was largely due to sound advice from the 

Marrows in the planning stage. After all they had done it all before! As a result of this trip Ken gave a talk to 

the society in June 1973 on Shelling in Northern Australia. 

 

In 1978 as part of a family trip to Fiji the McDowell family spent some time in Sava Sava, where Ken with 

sons Evan and Peter, keen snorkelers enjoyed early morning outings in their host's "tinny'. On a sandy bottom 

they brought up Terebras, Augers and Mitres. A holiday trip with Jack Austin and the Crams to Vanuata in 

1984 was also memorable because of Jack's contacts and his been there before advantage! Some intertidal 

collecting was possible but again the local market saw a fair variety of shells on offer -but few Mitres! 

 

While serious collecting is largely a thing of the past as Ken and Joan work at fixing their retirement home --

but each Summer they check the tide line on Sandy Point beach, Waratah Bay, Victoria. Last Summer Joan 

unearthed from the seaweed a paper nautilus in good condition, a first in thirty years.  

 

Prepared by Hope Black from records she has completed for a forthcoming publication  History of 

Malacology in Australia. (Excerpt 2003). 

 

October Meeting Report 

The October meeting was taken up almost entirely by discussion about the society and its direction. A 

proposal for a group called the Regional Institute to handle many roles of the society was discussed in detail 

by the members present and a report on the results of this discussion will be forwarded to the President of the 

Society Dr.Mark Norman by our Secretary Michael Lyons. 
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Robert Burn spoke on new evidence for taxonomic re-allocation of some of our well known species of 

Austrocochlea to other genera.  His full report is included in this Bulletin. 

 

I spoke briefly about our recent 6 week trip to China and Vietnam. A tray of  marine freshwater and land 

shells collected on the trip were displayed mostly all requiring names. Geoff Macauley has spares of most of 

the land and freshwater shells and is helping me with identification. A report on the trip and shells collected 

will be published in a future Bulletin. 

Don Cram  
 

Nassariidae: Species burchardi (Dunker,1849) and jonasi (Dunker,1846) 

 

Whereas these two are linked by generally similar colour pattern and shape and are often discussed together, 

examination of both where they occur together does not create too many problems. The immediate difference 

noted is size. The other feature, requiring good eyesight in the field, is spiral grooves between the ribs. Joan 

Hales provided specimens of both from Inverloch and these have been compared with all other localities 

available to me. 

Present interest arose when we noted the sizes quoted by Barry Wilson in Australian Marine Shells, Vol.1l, 

apparently reversing our experience with them. AMS has 15mm for burchardi and 13mm for jonasi. 

Measurement of length (height), in mm's, of the largest specimens available from each location shows:                                                                         
                                                                                     burchardi                   jonasi. 

Vic. -   Western Port                                                        10.6                         - 

Inverloch                                                              10.6                       13.7 

Port Welshpool                                                    11.0                        14.7 

Lakes Entrance                                                       9.5                       11.8 

Mallacoota                                                            10.6                       12.2 

NSW - Twofold Bay                                                             -                         11.5 

Kurnell                                                                 11.3                        12.9 

Q'Iand - Currumbin, Gold Coast                                          -                            9.7 

             Nth. Stradbroke Is.                                                10.7                         - 

             Caims                                                                    10.7                         -                                                                                   

 

Only the South Queensland specimens show a reverse result from the norm but these are from different 

habitats. The six Gold Coast specimens of jonasi are uniformly small, about one-third the mass of those 

from Welshpool.  South Queensland, according to Wilson, is the northern extremity of the range for 

jonasi  and this may account for the diminished size. 
 

A burchardi specimen of 15mm (per AMS) as against even the largest of the above, 11.3mm, is more than 

two-and-a-quarter times in mass. It would be quite impressive to someone familiar with the local shells. 

Callus, where present, is thin, not raised. A clean specimen of this species has a strong glaze over the entire 

shell and some specimens are coloured dark brown with chocolate-brown callus and lip. All-white specimens 

occur, as in many Nassarius species. Range is shown in AMS as 'Townsville to Fremantle'. 

 

Species jonasi in 'perfect' mature condition is remarkable for the columella callus and corresponding 

outer lip, forming a thick oval escutcheon that is the widest part of the shell. 

Jack Austin 
Austrocochlea 
 

With Marine Molluscs of Victoria as our guide for over 40 years, we have long been accustomed to using 

Austrocochlea for our common intertidal top shells.  Now evidence is at hand for a taxonomic re-allocation of 

species to other genera.  In a very neat little paper, three New Zealand workers have examined the DNA 

sequences of 30 species of what they call “austral monodontine top shells” in other words, Southern 

Hemisphere species mainly from South Africa, southern Australia, New Zealand and Chile.  Their results 

provide the following list and comments for the species in Victorian waters. 
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Chlorodiloma Pilsbury, 1889 

     Type species:  Monodonta crinita Philippi, 1849 

 

1.  C. adelaidae (Philippi, 1849)                V, T, SA 

2. C. odontis (Wood, 1828)                        V, T, SA 

 

The species C. crinita from the south coast of WA is distinguished by its wide umbilicus from the eastern C. 

adelaidae and C. odontis.  Yet according to the phylograms in the paper, C. odontis is more closely allied to 

C. crinita than to C. adelaidae.  There is possibly one tropical species from Northern Australia. 

 

Austrocochlea Fischer, 1885 

     Type species:  Monodonta constricta Lamarck, 1822 

 

3. A. constricta (Lamarck, 1822)                NSW, V, T, SA, WA 

4. A. porcata (A. Adams, 1853)                  NSW, V, T, SA, WA 

 

The phylograms indicate the all grey A. constricta is very closely allied to the all black A.rudis (Gray, 1826) 

from SA and WA.  Their shell morphologies are quite different.  A. porcata with lighter stripes on a dark shell 

is next closest to A. constricta and A. rudis, with the thus far Tasmanian endemic A. brevis Parsons & Ward, 

1994 further away again.  The small northern Australian A dimidiata ( Hedley, 1912) completed this genus, 

although it is suggested that A. zeus (Fischer, 1874) from WA, despite its different shell morphology, might 

belong here.  

 

Diloma Philippi, 1845 

     Type species:  Turbo nigerrimus Gmelin, 1791 

 

5. D. concamerata (Wood, 1828)                NSW, V, T, SA, WA 

 

The genus Diloma is widespread, the authors comparing the one Australian species with nine others from 

New Zealand, Japan, Samoa and Chile.  One phylogram has D. concamerata basally separated, the other has 

it associated with a group of New Zealand species. 

 

The tropical genus Monodonta also presents unresolved problems.  The type species M. labio Linnaeus, 1758 

has an Indo-Pacific wide distribution according to shell morphology and the literature.  However, the New 

Zealand workers found that DNA sequences from various populations indicate a species complex needing 

further investigation. 

Robert Burn  

August Meeting Report 

 

Chris Bunyard brought in examples of four of the five Australian species of the genus Eucrassatella:  

E.kingicola (Lamarck, 1805)  E.donacina (Lamarck, 1818) E.pulchra (Reeve, 1842) and E.cummingi 

(A.Adams, 1852). Chris was interested to know if anyone had specimens of E.decipiens (Reeve, 1842) type 

locality Swan River WA. Bivalves of Australia Vol. 1 lists its distribution as south Western Australia. Tom 

Darragh 1964 in  "A preliminary revison of the living species of Eucrassatella (Pelecypoda: Crassatellidae)"  

J.Malac.Soc.Aust.8:3-9, pl.3. lists its distribution as King George Sound, and Cottosloe , Western Australia. 

 

Simon Wilson spoke about night diving at Blairgowrie and showed a  185mm specimen of Cabestana 

spengleri and a 70mm  Pterynotus triformis,  both were not collected alive.  

 

Michael Lyons brought in a specimen of Chlamys aktinos he collected while diving at Portsea.  

 

Society president Dr. Mark Norman  spoke on the present state of the society and also advised us of the 

resignation from the Australian Museum of Dr. Winston Ponder and Dr. Bill Rudman.  
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Robert Burn spoke on his recent trip to Darwin staying with Richard Willan at his home near Casuarina Beach 

where he found several new species of sea slugs on just a couple of trips to that beach. He also accompanied 

well known land and freshwater shell expert Vince Kessner on a field trip collecting specimens for research.   

 

Geoff Macauley brought in a tray of  land snails from China.  

Don Cram 

Victoria’s little slit shells 
 

In two important papers published during 2004, Daniel Geiger and Patty Jansen (Zootaxa 415:1-35; 714: 1-72) 

revised the Australian species of little slit shells, with many SEM illustrations of each of the species.  Their 

revisions, almost entirely based upon the Australian Museum molluscan collections, includes the species listed 

below as from Victorian waters. 

 

Marine Molluscs of Victoria  (: 33-34) includes five species of little slit shells, family Scissurellidae, as 

Victorian.  The revisions now divide the family into two, Anatomidae and Scissurellidae,  relocate the species 

to different genera, and add two newly described species to our marine molluscan fauna. 

 

Anatomidae 

          Anatoma Woodward 1859  (=Schizotrochus Monterosato 1877) 

                          Type: Scissurella crispata Fleming 1828. 

                   _      australis (Hedley   1903).  Q, NSW, T, WA V:  off  Wilsons Prom. (MMV). 

                   _      tobeyoides Geiger & Jansen    2004.  Q,  NSW, T., SA. V: off Portland, off Lakes Entrance,                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

off Cape Everard, eastern /Victoria, 60-165m.  

 

Scissurellidae 

         Incisura Hedley 1904  (Scissurona Iredale 1924) 

                          Type: Scissurella lytteltonensis Smith 1894. 

                   _      auriformis  Geiger & Jansen 2004.  SA, SWA. V: Flinders, low tide. 

                  

                   _      remota (Iredale 1924).  NSW, T, SA, SWA.       (= Scissurona vincentiana Cotton 1945)  V, 

                           Gabo Island, Mallacoota,  San Remo, Point Nepean, Flinders, Point Lonsdale, Queenscliff, 

                           Port Fairy,  0-50m. 

 

Scissurella d' Orbigny  1824 (=Schismope Jeffreys 1856) 

                           Type: Scissurella laevigata d' Orbigny 1824. 

                     

                  _        cyprina Cotton & Godfrey 1938.  NSW, T, SA, WA. V: Gabo Island,  24-28m. 

 

Sukashitrochus Habe & Kosuge 1964 

                           Type: Scissurella carinata A. Adams 1862. 

                  _        atkinsoni (Tenison Woods 1877).  Q, NSW, T, SA, WA. 

                           (= Schismope carinata Watson 1886) 

                           (= Schismope tasmanica  Petterd 1879).    V: off Gabo Island, Mallacoota, off Cape Everard, 

                           off Lakes Entrance, Westernport, Port Fairy, 47-165m.  

 

                  _       pulcher (Petterd 1884).  Q, NSW, T, SA, WA V: Westernport, Flinders, Port Fairy, 0-11m. 

 

Robert Burn 

 

The Zoo had a staff shortage and sent the tortoise to care for the live snail exhibit. When all the snails had 

escaped the tortoise explained,  “I just opened the door to check on them  when …….Whoosh”. 
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Calliostomatidae in Victorian Waters 

 

In recent years the group of genera and species associated with Calliostoma have been elevated from 

subfamily within the family Trochidae to family within the superfamily Trochoidea. The Calliostomatidae are 

distinguished by the protoconch being sculptured with a network of threads that enclose roughly hexagonal 

spaces, and radula morphology. 

 

New Zealand malacologist Bruce Marshall in 1995 published a large paper describing many new taxa from the 

deeper waters off New Caledonia and nearby areas. Here some of the Victorian species mentioned and a list of 

all the genera of Calliostomatidae appended. Applying this data results in the following list for the family in 

Victorian waters. 

 

Calliostoma  Swainson, 1840 

 

C.(Fautor)    allporti    (Tenison Woods, 1875). 

                     comptum  (A.Adams, 1855), type species of the subgenus Fautor Iredale, 1924. 

                     hedleyi     (Pritchard & Gatliff, 1902 

                     legrandi    (Tenison Woods, 1875) 

                     zeitzi         Verco,  1905 

                     sp.             Port Fairy 2003, a pretty little species found alive on bryozoans. 

 

Astele           subcarinatum Swainson, 1855, type species of Astele Swainson, 1855. 

                     armillatum  (Wood,1828), type species of Salsipotens  Iredale, 1924. 

                                       now synonymized with Astele. 

                     rubiginosa    (Valenciennes, 1846)   = australe in MMV. 

 

Sinuator       incertus  (Reeve, 1863)   type species of  Sinuator  Cotton & Godfrey, 1935. 

 

Astelena       scitula  (A.Adams, 1854)  type species of Astelena  Iredale, 1924. 

From deep water in Eastern Bass Strait can be added one further species: 

 

Selastele      retiarium  (Hedley & May, 1908)  this genus was described by Marshall (1995), type species             

                                Calliostoma onustum  Odhner, 1924, New Zealand. 

Robert Burn 

September Meeting Report 

 

Simon Wilson dispalyed some specimens he collected whilst night diving at Tumby Bay in South Australia, 

including Ericusa fulgetrum, Lyria mitraeformis and Chlamys asperrima. Simon dived here alone but said the 

visibility and marine life to be seen were spectacular including a weedy seadragon.  
 

Chris Bunyard brought in a tray of Bursidae from around the world.  

 

Fred Bunyard gave a brief review of the 41st Keppel Bay Shell Show.  

 

Geoff Macauley displayed two new books he recently purchased; Shells of China and Malacological Fauna of 

the Cape Verde Archipelago. Geoff also displayed a specimen of Conus aplustre.  

 

Robert Burn discussed the Galeommatidae or bivalve gastropods of the genus Scintilla. For examples see 

Neville Coleman’s 2002 Sea Shells.  

 

Jan Dadd discussed theories about how shells are formed. For example colours are made from organic 

pigments found in their food. 

Michael Lyons 

      


