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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the  20th February at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr.Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a Member’s Night, these are proving very 

popular.  Please bring along anything of interest to make the night a success. 

 

The March meeting will be on the 20th.  There is no scheduled speaker for the March Meeting so at this stage 

it will be another Member’s Night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

 

Meeting Dates for 2006 

 

February  20th                                               May         15th                                         September  18th 

March      20th                                    June         19th                                         October      16th 

April        17th                                               August      21st                                        November  20th 

 

 

We again need to appeal for articles as it is sometimes difficult to prepare a Bulletin with a diversity of 

authors.  Items can be sent by electronic mail, hand written, or typed.  I would like to keep the Bulletin to six 

pages if possible.    Editor. 

 

Don’t forget the 6th Australian National Shell Show on the weekend of the 11th and 12th of March  Venue  is 

The Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club 117  Ryedale Road, West Ryde NSW 2114.  Presented by The Shell Club 

of Sydney. The New South Wales Branch of the Malacological Society of Australasia Limited. 

 

Enquiries:  www.sydneyshellclub.net 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Chairman’s Report for 2005. 

 

In my report for 2004, I mentioned that the Society was experiencing trying times with decisions being 

made regarding the Publication of the Journal.  The high cost involved in this had already caused 

subscriptions to rise to $70 per year and had led to much discussion both within the Victoria branch and 

in branches in other States.  As we are still experiencing concerns, I feel that I should take some time 

here to update our members throughout Victoria as to where we are at this time. 

 
During the middle part of 2005, the Council was transferred from Sydney (Chaired by Dr. Winston Ponder) 

to Melbourne (Chaired by Dr. Mark Norman at Museum of Victoria).  He has injected much enthusiasm into 

the Council and has ideas regarding increasing membership and also hopes for obtaining sponsorship for 

future funding.  However, the publishing of the Journal each year is the main expense and a decision on how 

to reduce this cost has to be made.  The CSIRO backed publication has proved far too expensive and must be 

ceased when the contract runs out this year.Council are currently floating a proposal that we utilise a new 

publishing house but more news on this will come later. Members will have also seen an update from Mark 

in the latest Australian Shell News. So, we end 2005 as we did 2004 with some uncertainties for our Society. 

 

Now, on a more pleasant note, let us look at our Victoria branch and how we fared in 2005. We had well 

attended meetings throughout the year and, while we may have been light on with speakers, the 

Members nights that replaced them were very pleasant.  Members came up with a variety of subjects to 

present and keep us interested with.  I seem to recall a couple of meetings where we finished 

proceedings by 9.30 but it was still around 11 before that last member went out the door. Our finances 

have never been better. Jack Austin and Garden World making up and selling Shell bags and, over the 

last few years, Chris Bunyard making use of the Bode collection that was donated to us and giving us 

Shells for sale and providing raffles prizes for many of our meetings. I would guess we have now made 

over $1,000 thanks to the generous donation and Chris’ presentation of it. 

 

At the start of the year, Edna Tenner, our Secretary for so many years, tended her resignation as 

Secretary due to health problems. Edna has continued to attend meetings but now only as a “mere 

member”. On behalf of the entire branch I must thank Edna for her dedication to her job as Secretary 

over the years and to her active and willing contribution to the smooth running of our meetings each 

month. 

Michael Lyons stepped into the breech, somewhat reluctantly, [I think he would still like for some-one 

to take over at the AGM…. AS IF…..] and has settled in nicely.  Similarly, thanks are due for those 

other members who look after the running of our Branch.  To Don & Val Cram our meeting reporter and 

Editor of our Branch Bulletin – thank you for keeping our Branch Bulletin meaningful and informative. 

To Alena Bubenicek & Norm Cryer for looking after our Library and to Chris Bunyard for the mailing 

of our Bulletin to members.  Finally, to Robert Burn for his continued efforts as our Tutor and the 

passing on of some of his vast knowledge to members. 

In closing may I wish all members a safe and enjoyable holiday season. 

Fred Bunyard. 

Professor Neil Archbold  (1950-2005) 
 

Neil Archbold Professor of Palaeontology, Earth Sciences, School of Ecology and Environment at 

Deakin University passed away in Argentina on 29/11/05. He was a long time member of the Field 

Naturalists Club of Victoria, a world expert on Brachiopods and Permian stratigraphy and a regular 

speaker at the FNCV. At the May 2000 Mal. Soc. meeting he spoke to us on the "Evolution of 

Brachiopods Fossil and Recent". A report on this talk by Ken Bell was published in Vic.Branch 

Bulletin. No. 206 August 2000.  Neil was always willing to pass on knowledge and was passionate 

about his work, a very unassuming and approachable man. His untimely death will sadden all of us who 

have met him and have benefited from his knowledge. 

Don Cram 
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More name changes for local shells 

In June 2004, Alan Beu published the first part of a large body of work on oxygen isotope stages of the last 

2 million years of his island home, with taxonomic revision of what he considers to be warm water and cool 

water molluscan migrants to New Zealand.  The paper has a big relevance to SE Australia’s molluscan 

fauna, with quite a number of name changes.  While most changes seem logical and acceptable, some I think 

need better proving.  The following impinge upon the molluscan fauna of Victoria. 

Name in MMV Name used by Beu 

Amygdalum beddomei Iredale 1924             A striatum  (Hutton 1873) 

Mytilus planulatus (Lamarck 1819)             M. galloprovincialis planulatus (Lamarck,1819). 

 

Crassostrea  commercialis (Iredale  & Roughley 1933)   

Ostrea glomerata Gould 1850                                               Saccostrea glomerata (Gould 1850) 

   

Promantellum orientalis (A. Adams & Reeve 1850) Limaria orientalis  (A. Adams  & Reeve 1850) 

Callanaitis  disjecta (Perry 1811) Cireomphalus disjecta (Perry 1811) 

Tawera spissa (Deshayes  1835) Chamelea spissa (Deshayes 1835) 

Tawera gallinula (Lamarck 1818) Chamelea gallinula (Lamarck 1818) 

Tawera lagopus (Lamarck 1818) Chione (Liophora) lagopus (Lamarck 1818) 

Sigaretotrema nitida (Reeve 1864) Eunaticina papilla (Gmelin 1791) 

 

Notosinister granifera (Brazier 1894)         

Notosinister jacksonensis Laseron 1954  Brucetriphora granifera (Brazier 1894) 

 

Lepsiella vinosa (Lamarck 1822)                      Haustrum vinosum (Lamarck 1822) 

Dicathais baileyana  (Tenison Woods 1881)   ┘ Haustrum baileyanum (Tenison Woods 1881) 

 

Pupa nivea (Angas 1871)       ┐ 

Pupa tragulata Iredale 1936   ┘ Pupa affinis (A. Adams 1855) 

 

Beu adds a new record to our fauna: Capulus danieli (Crosse 1858), specimens from 73m off Lakes 

Entrance, in Australian Museum.  There are additional specimens from other Victorian localities in Museum 

Victoria. 

 

Victorian records of Leucotina concinna (A. Adams 1854) have been written up recently in the Branch 

Bulletin.  This name now changes to Leucotina casta (A. Adams 1853).  It is apparently a variable wide-

spread species. 

 

The assignment of the three  Tawera spp. to Chamelea and Chione (Liophora) should be regarded as 

provisional.  More definitive assignments are mooted.  Beu re-assigns Bedeva genus status.  Previous 

changes had it as a subgenus of Lepsiella which is now considered a synonym of Haustrum. 

 

The radula of Pupa tragulata  Iredale 1936 seems to me to differ slightly but significantly from that of  P. 

affinis, so I consider the synonymy doubtful. 

Robert Burn 
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Another  "Ephippodonta" for Victoria 

In a series of notes (Victorian Branch Bulletin 110:3-5, 1983; 111:1, 1983; 115:5, 1984; 144: 4, 1989), the 

known Victorian records of the peculiar little bivalve Ephippodonta lunata (Tate, 1887) were listed. At last 

count, there were four known live-taken specimens- Balnarring (1), Mushroom Reef, Flinders (2),  Ventnor 

(1), plus a single valve from San Remo, and another single valve from Pleistocene beds at Port Fairy.  

Victorian specimens of E. lunata differ slightly from typical South Australian material in that each valve is 

shallowly concave on the outer side, rising to a very small dome-like umbo. 

 

In his revision of Ephippodonta and closely allied genera (Molluscan Research 25 (3), December 2005, 

Peter Middelfart of the Australian Museum restricts Ephippodonta to the one species E. lunata (Tate, 1887), 

and gives the distribution as South Australia and Victoria.  E. lunata also ranges into southern Western 

Australia; specimens collected at Lookout Point, Cheyne Beach (near Albany) by Brian Smith and myself in 

November 1969 are preserved in the MV collections. 

 

Peter Middelfart also adds the second South Australian species E. mcdougalli Tate, 1889 to the Victorian 

molluscan fauna, listing a specimen in the Australian Museum collected pre 1970 at Shoreham, 

Westernport.  He places this species in the genus Ephippodontoana Habe, 1951.  He incorrectly writes this 

species name macdougalli.  The original specimens were collected  by McDougall to whom Tate dedicated 

the species by spelling its name mcdougalli three times in the original article, once in a succeeding article 

(1889), and once again in a subsequent article (1891). 

Robert Burn 

Shelling Port Vila Market 

 

This was a quick trip, mostly spent on Santo where there are seldom shells available, with two days either 

end of the period to check Vila again. The two main Vila markets have always sold shells, successfully 

enough to move prices up and, here and there, to have some Philippines shells for sale on commission, one 

assumes. Data is not always reliable now. Species come and go. Some years see a predominance of a 

species which may not then be seen again for some time. Two years ago it was Strombus latissimus Linne, 

last year and this it is S.sinuatus Lightfoot. Last year Cypraea teres Gmelin were everywhere and I 

brought many home in the hope of finding among them a C. alisonae Burgess. I failed, I think, as I am not 

sure how different this species is from teres. Purpura persica (Linne) appeared in numbers the past two 

years. 

As most shells are sold to non-collector tourists as souvenirs, large common shells, mostly cowries, are 

basic stock. Small species are seldom shown, so ask about for bags of sundries. Previous notes feature the 

mini-shells that can occur through several families. E.g.,midget cowries, strombs. To balance this, 

occasional exceptionally large specimens appear, especially in the whelks and tritons. This year's item is 

Bursa rana (Linne) measuring 93mm. Also Malea pomum (Linne) 70mm and Harpa amouretta Roding 

52mm. 

Notables: 

Cyp.lynx and C. vitellus, - both colour variants 

Colubraria muricata -  a bulky 85mm 

Conus ochroleucus  -   70mm, 60mm, 55mm 

Oliva rubrolabiata  -  striking pattern and red lips 

Casmaria ponderosa - 20mm, 29mm - this years  tinies. 

 Tutufa rubeta – the smallest one available, 120mm,largely free of calcareous algae and other accretions. 

Anything larger was a pretty aperture surrounded by a massive white blob. This 'small' specimen shows how 

they ought look! 

No names- 

Oliva, Murex, Conus - a job for the experts at a meeting. 

Jack Austin - Sept/Oct.,2004 
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November Meeting Report 

  
Chris Goudy gave a talk on his study of the life of Father Julian Tenison-Woods a missionary priest, who 
during his time at Penola South Australia from (1857-1867) with Mary MacKillop founded a new religious 
order The Sisters of St.Joseph.  He was a multi talented man, scientist, geologist, palaeontologist, with an 
interest in marine life which began in England when as a boy he collected butterflys ,beetles, stones, shells 
and fossils and attended lectures on scientific subjects including medicine.     
 
Chris spoke on his visit to the Mary MacKillop Interpretive Centre and the Woods MacKillop Schoolhouse 
at  Penola where he was welcomed enthusiastically by the staff . He has compiled a list of molluscs: Genera 
and Species Named by Tenison Woods with More Recent Nomenclature including 140 fossil and 287 recent 
species described between 1867 and 1881, many of which are now synonyms. 
 
 Tenison-Woods arrived in Hobart from England in January 1855 as a Lay Assistant Preacher to the Chaplin 
of Government Prisons, but was made redundant when transportation ceased. He then moved to Adelaide,  
was ordained in January 1857 and so began his work at Penola.  
 
In the next ten years he regularly travelled around the south east of South Australia performing his duties as 
missionary priest. During this time he studied the geology of the district including the volcanic area at Mount 
Gambier, the exposed coralline areas in the walls of the Blue Lake, the Woakwine Range and also identified 
previous coastlines as the sea receded. Woods made a collection of Natural History objects including 
molluscs and was also a keen botanist collecting specimens for Baron Ferdinand Von Mueller. He was Vice-
President of the Penola Mechanics Institute where he delivered lectures and donated scientific papers and 
books to its library. At this time Woods added Tenison his mothers name and joined it to Woods with a 
hyphen.  The deplorable condition of the aborigines and the plight of the poor deeply affected him and so 
used his medical skills to help those he could. In March 1866 he established The Sisters of St.Joseph school 
to provide free Catholic education for the poor, with Mary MacKillop as the teacher. In February 1867 he 
left Penola to become Director of Catholic Education in Adelaide. 
 
In 1872 after disputes with the church over his religious order he adopted a more independent lifestyle as a 
roving missionary priest, travelling throughout New South Wales and Queensland. In 1874 he shifted to 
Tasmania where his first scientific paper for seven years was published. Despite a heavy workload his 
scientific output was prolific and his reputation as an eminent colonial scientist grew. In 1883 due to 
declining missionary work he accepted a British government commission to examine the geology of the 
Malay peninsula, science was now his sole source of income. 
 
For three years he travelled around Asia exploring Borneo Mallaca and the Philippines for the British 
Admiralty and then travelled extensively around Japan and China before returning to Port Darwin. He then 
agreed to investigate the geology and mineralogy of the Northern Territory for the South Australian 
government. In 1887 he settled in Sydney and due to ill health where he was cared for by a group of women 
led by a former Sister of St Joseph, but continued to publish scientific papers, which grew to a total of 187.   
 
His contribution to science was recognized when the Royal Society of NSW awarded him the internationally 
recognized Clarke Medal for 1888. Mary MacKillop visited him during an agonizing illness and attended his 
Requiem Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral, as did many of the scientific community when he died from the 
effects of paralysis on the 7th of October 1889, a month before his 75th birthday. 
 
Chris has donated many specimens named by Tenison -Woods to the centre from his own collection and has 
passed on others including some from Jack Austin. He is also preparing a manuscript on the life of this 
remarkable man. 
 
An unpublished article A Brief Outline of the Life and Work of Julian Edmond Tenison-Woods, 1823-1889 
by the late Margery Murray prepared for the Victorian Branch some time in the 1960’s, which includes 
selected papers and a list of Victorian molluscs named by him. This paper can be copied on request.  
 
An abbreviated write up of our visit to the centre is published in Vic.Br.Bull. No.225 August 2004.  
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