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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the  17th April at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a Member’s Night. 

 

The May meeting will be on the 15th.  There is no scheduled speaker for this meeting so at this stage it will 

be another Member’s Night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

News of future Shell Shows 

 

The 7th Australian National Shell Show will be hosted by The Malacological Society of Australasia 

Queensland Branch on the  7th – 9th March 2008  at the Italo Australia Centre 23 Foster Street, Newmarket 

4051 Brisbane. To receive updates about the Shell Show:  Email your contact details to 

msaqld@powerup.com.au or post your contact details to: The Secretary, MSA Qld Branch, PO Box 15064 

City East 4002, Brisbane, Australia.              

 

The Wellington Shell Club will host the New Zealand Shell Show at the Lower Hutt Town Hall from 27 th-

28th January 2007.  Entry forms, show rules and other information can be obtained by contacting the 

Wellington Shell Club Secretary at 64 4 938 6554 or deirdre.standish@clear.net.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Aclididae  -- a tangled trail 

 

This family is listed in Marine Molluscs of Victoria (p.119), where it includes one genus, Coenaculum 

Iredale, 1924 , and the minute but widespread type species minutulum (Tate & May, 1900).  Ponder (1998) 

suggested that Coenaculum "probably  belongs elsewhere", without providing a clue as to where this could 

be.  This might be sufficient grounds for the removal of Aclididae from our State list.  But no, there is more 

to this situation. 

Figure 15. 153 of Mollusca, The Southern Synthesis is captioned Aclis (Kimberia microscopica.  Kimberia 

Cotton & Woods, 1935, type species Turritella kimberi Verco, 1908 has been traditionally placed in 

Turritellidae.  MMV (p.99) lists Kimberia microscopica (May, 1910) from  40 fathoms, off Ninety Mile 

Beach.  Thus by interpolation, Aclididae remains on the Victorian list, and Kimberia synonymized under 

Aclis.  A second species of Kimberia was stated to occur in Victorian waters  by  Garrard (1972), without 

giving any specific localities. 

Another generic taxon, now synonymized with Aclis, is listed in MMV (p.91). Eusetia Cotton, 1944, type 

species Rissopsis expansa Powell, 1930 from New Zealand is discussed in the entry Rissopsis Garrett, 1873.  

Ponder (1974) restricted Rissopsis to tropical species, and more recently (1984) assigned this genus to the 

family   Iravadiidae.  As a consequence of this, rissopsis is to be expunged from our list.  Ponder (1974) 

further assigned the four species listed under rissopsis is MMV as follows.   

— consobrina (Tate & May, 1900) to Eusetia (Austrorissopsis Ponder, 1965) where it is the type species.  

Later, Ponder (1985) elevated his subgenus to genus, and upon advice from Anders Warén, related  it to 

Cima Chaster, 1896, type genus of the little-known family Cimidae. Ponder (1974) showed that 

Victorian records of consobrina were based on  misidentifications, and that brevis (May, 1919) was a 

synonym.  Consequently, Eusetia, consobrina  and  brevis must be removed from our list.  

— buliminoides (Tate & May, 1900) to Herviera Melvill & Standen, 1899, type species Pyrgulina gliriella 

Melvill & Standen, 1896 from  New  Caledonia.  This genus is now  pyramidelloidean Odostomiidae, 

subfamily Odostomellinae.  Rugadentia  Laseron, 1951, type species Odostomia ignava Hedley, 1908 

from central NSW has long been regarded as identical with Herviera, but in the latest pyramidelloidean 

classification is separated out and assigned to Odostomiidae, questionably subfamily Chrysallidinae.  

Herviera and Rugadentia have the same stout shell shape, the former having a strong columellar plait 

and axial ribbing, the latter a greatly reduced columellar fold and obsolete ribbing.  Rugadentia seems a 

more appropriate genus for buliminoides  a species with insignificant columellar fold and almost smooth 

shell. 

— maccoyi (Tenison Woods, 1876) to Rissopsetia Dell, 1956, type species R. maoria Dell, 1956 from New 

Zealand.  This genus is now classified among unassigned genera in the pyramidelloidean family  

Turbonillidae.  

At the same time, Ponder (1974) added Rissopsetia maoria Dell, 1956 to the Victorian fauna, based on a 

single shell from 750m, 53km south of Cape Conran, East Gippsland. 

These changes provide the following list. 

Superfamily            Janthinoidea 

Family Aclididae 

 Aclis Lovén, 1846, type species alvania supranitida  S.V.Wood, 1842  

   (= A. minor (Brown, 1827) 

 microscopica (May, 1910),  Tas, Vic, 80-160m. 

 neptunensis  (Verco, 1910)  S Qld, NSW, Vic, SA, 115-150m.  

Superfamily Pyramidelloidea 

Family Odostomiidae 

 Rugadentia Laseron, 1951 

 buliminoides  (Tate & May, 1900)  Tas, Vic, SA, 0-64m. 
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Family Turbonillidae 

 Rissopsetia Dell, 1956 

 maccoyi (Tenison Woods, 1876)  Tas, Vic, SA, SWA 

 maoria Dell, 1956  NZ, Vic, 148-750m. 

Coenaculum remains on our list, possibly in Heterobranchia, its final placement still in doubt. 

Robert Burn 

 

A note on two small Patelloida from Victoria     

 

Ponder & Creese (1980, J. Malac. Soc. Aust. 4 (4): 167-208) list species of Patelloida as occurring in 

Victorian waters: alticostata (Angas, 1865), latistrigata (Angas, 1865), mimula (Iredale, 1924), mufria 

(Hedley, 1915), profunda calamus (Crosse & Fischer, 1864), and victoriana (Singleton,1937).  Since then, 

the only change has been for profunda calamus to revert to species status again, so it is now Patelloida 

calamus.  The two species not illustrated in Marine Molluscs of Victoria, mimula and mufria, are the subject 

of this note. 

Both species grow to much the same fully adult size of 20mm, but usually mufria  at 8-10mm is smaller than 

mimula at 10-15mm.  The smooth shell and shell margin of mimula contrasts with the "numerous fine to 

rather strong, smooth radial lirae, usually wider than the spaces between" (Ponder & Creese, 1980), and often 

shallowly scalloped shell margin of mufria.  In colour, the shell of mimula is brown or greenish, of mufria 

whitish, both often with a Maltese Cross or darker brown.  Colour of the foot of living animals readily 

separates the two species: in mimula it is orange in mufria grey. 

P. mimula is a northern species occurring from northern WA, through NT, Q, NSW, to Lakes Entrance in 

eastern Victoria.  It lives in sheltered bays and estuaries, usually in association with the rock oyster 

Saccostrea.   P. mufria is a southern species ranging from  northern NSW to Victoria, with occasional records 

from SA and SWA.  It lives subtidally or intertidally in sheltered to moderately exposed habitats, often on the 

shells of other gastropods. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                               

Figures (from Macpherson, 1955) 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

Robert  Burn                  

 

February Meeting Report 

Several speakers contributed to an interesting members night. 

 

Chris Bunyard brought in an interesting series of Pleuroploca australasia (Perry, 1811). Specimens from 

across Southern Australia to the Capricorn channel were shown and Chris spoke on their interesting variation. 

 

Ray MacPherson a former chairman of the Branch who has moved to the South coast of NSW paid us a visit 

and spoke on his recent visit to Kiribati, a remote area in the Pacific north east of Western Samoa.    Ray was  

visiting his son who was working there and spoke on the extremely primitive conditions under which the 

inhabitants live.  He also brought in a tray of beach collected shells from the area. 
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Geoff Macaulay brought in a tray of shells from the Philippines and also a copy of the latest edition of Visaya 

Magazine. 

 

Lynton Stephens showed a specimen of the rare Cypraea rashleighana Melville, 1888 which he obtained 

from a dealer. To his surprise when he later looked at the back of the label it was from the Burgess collection. 

He also showed a specimen of Cypraea surinamensis Perry, 1811 which was found ex pisce off the coast of 

Brazil. Several specimens showing the variation in the dorsal pattern of Cypraea mappa were displayed. 

 

I spoke briefly about two recently published DNA studies by Christopher Meyer of the Florida Museum of 

Natural History on 170 species of cowries. The first:  "Molecular systematics of cowries (Gastropoda 

Cypraeidae) and diversification patterns in the tropics", published in the "Biological Journal of the Linnean 

Society, 2003,79,401-459", which consists of 58 pages.  A subsequent paper, "Toward comprehensiveness: 

increased molecular sampling within the Cypraeidae and its phylogenic implications",  Malacologia, 2004, 

46 (1): 127- 156, is a modified publication based on further data. 

The five generally accepted valid species only of Notocypraea were included in the study with N.piperita and 

N. pulicaria considered as valid but closely related sister species as were N.angustata and N.declivis.  

N.comptoni is regarded as a species separate from all others but more closely related to (angustata declivis)  

than ( piperita pulicaria).  Although no forms or subspecies were studied it is interesting to note the  author 

tentatively recognized two ESUs (evolutionarily significant units) within Notocypraea angustata, with a 

phylogenetic break somewhere between Port Lincoln and Port MacDonnell, South Australia. It is also 

interesting to note that the author explains  : (all ESUs discussed indicate independent evolutionary histories, 

but alternative criteria, such as nuclear markers or breeding experiments are needed to verify reproductive 

isolation).   

This is a monumental work in this exciting new field and at this stage comment on the study is eagerly 

awaited from experts.  

 Don Cram  

 

 

Metabolic to advance cone shell venom drug 

 

Melissa Trudinger, Australian Biotechnology News 

1010312004 15:48:46 

 

Metabolic Pharmaceuticals (ASX:MBP) expects to be able to submit an application for a Phase 1 clinical 

trial of its marine cone shell venom-derived pain drug ACV1 by the end of the year, after pre-clinical data 

demonstrated the activity of the drug against neuropathic pain. 

According to CEO Chris Belyea, the Phase 1 clinical trial is anticipated to start in the first quarter of 2005. 

An independent pre-clinical study in an animal model of neuropathic pain has confirmed that the compound, 

which was in-licensed from Prof Bruce Livett and colleagues at the University of Melbourne in September 

last year, has pain-relieving properties. The study involved measurement of painful sensations from 

touching, suggesting the drug might have utility against neuropathic pain associated with type 1 diabetes and 

shingles, which generally does not respond to standard analgesics such as aspirin and non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs. 
 
And a study conducted by collaborators in Germany on human nerve cells that had been surgically removed 

and tested in an in vitro model showed that, as expected, ACV1 was able to fully block the relevant 

excitations. 

Belyea said the pre-clinical studies would continue, and the company expected to be able to report on results, 

including a one-month long formal toxicity study, in the third quarter. He said the company had benefited 

from its experience in developing its obesity drug AOD9604, resulting in a faster development path for 

ACV1.                    
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Westernport Species 

 

Three new records from beach grit at Phillip Is. and San Remo are reported. That is, new to my collection, 

all are included in 'Marine Molluscs of Vic.' They are: 

 

Muricidae    Phyllocoma (Galfridus eburnea)  (Petterd, 1884) 

Trochidae    Clanculus dunkeri (Koch,1843)  

                    Herpetopoma scabriuscula (Angas, 1867) 

 

The latter appears in some books as an Euchelus - Barry Wilson, in 'Aust. Marine Shells', retains the 

Herpetopoma genus. 

E. eburnea  is confined to the S.E. corner of the continent. Locality in MMV is "Flinders". It may be a form 

of the coarser P.speciosa, found "Whitsundays to NSW". P.eburnean could be easily missed by 

beachcombers, it being 12mm long, white and not all that different in shape from baby Thais orbita (Gmelin) 

 

Whereas C.dunkeri is shown in MMV as "Westernport", Jansen has it as "Portland to WA." 1 had collected 

it previously in Sth,Australia, where C. weedingi is used and which name Jansen synonymises with dunkeri. 

I have rather confirmed the occurence locally by finding two specimens. 

 

H. scabriuscula has been recorded from Wonthaggi area by Joan Hales and may occur many more places 

without detection.  It is very like H.aspersa  (Philippi) in colour and sculpture but is more elongate and 

grows to 5.5mm.  The MMV record is for "Port Phillip". 

Jack Austin 

 

Oysters clear the coast  
 

Pearl oysters can produce more than jewellery.  They make dirty water clean. 

 

Australian research shows the process oysters use to make pearls may be useful in helping coastal areas 

recover from the impact of humans.  Newcastle University scientists found that for every tonne of harvested 

oysters, almost 14kg of nitrogen, 0.7kg of phosphorus and up to 8kg of heavy metals were removed from the 

water.  "We were surprised at the extent to which they can be used to remediate coastal systems", Scott 

Gifford, from the university’s science and information technology faculty, said. 

 

"We’ve found that pearl oysters are capable of filtering large volumes of water and concentrating nutrients 

and some contaminants within their tissue and shell while forming a new pearl". 

 

Coastal waterways are damaged by sewerage inputs, storm water runoff, organic pollutants and heavy metals 

used for industrial, agricultural and domestic purposes.  But the oysters, each capable of filtering 10 litres of 

seawater an hour, cut contamination. 

 

The study was at an oyster farm in Port Stephens, NSW. 

 

Australian Associated Press.      Taken also from W.A. Shell Club Newsletter October 2003  

 

New Spondylus Book 

 

At the Sydney Shell Show flyers were handed out for a new book , SPINY OYSTERS: A revision of the 

Living Spondylus Species of the World  by the late Kevin Lamprell.  The new book limited to 500 copies can 

be obtained from either : email at crabby@bordernet.com.au  or alternatively from Mrs Jean Lamprell , PO 

Box 933, Morayfield, Queensland  4506.   Cost $50.00 (AUS)  postage costs will be provided upon receipt of 

order.    Copy page from flyer attached. 
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