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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 19th February at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a Member’s Night. 

 

The March meeting will be on the 19th.  Unless advised this will be a Member’s Night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

 

Year 2007 Meeting Dates 

 

February 19th  March 19th                     April 16th  

                    May 21st                         June 18th                     August 20th  

 September 17th   October 15th  November 19th  

 

There is no meeting in July. 

 

 

The Financial Report will be published in the next Bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Chairmans Report : 2006       

 

Over previous years I have endeavoured to keep Victorian members in touch with happenings within our 

Society.  To say that we have gone through some trying times of late is to state the obvious. For our branch 

meeting in November I took time to go over old copies of The Australian Shell News and made notes on 

anything pertinent to our Society. In doing so and comparing the information with correspondence relating to 

arguments that raged over fees, I would like to offer the following information. 

 

Firstly, we have always been a Society that was proud of our achievements.  We were glad to be part of a group 

that produced a prestigious Journal giving authors a chance to have their papers published.  We also took pride 

in “The Keith Sutherland Award” giving “our money” away to good causes.  Let’s face it, if we wanted 

something more materialistic we would not be in our Society. So what went wrong?  It would appear that the 

reason given for the rise in the subscription rate to $70 in 2002 was poorly handled.  The fees were rising to 

finance a bigger and better Journal and the “amateurs” came out of the woodwork (myself among them) to 

complain bitterly.  My (Our) concern was that a sudden rise like this would have a disastrous effect on our State 

membership. As a branch, we all, Victoria, NSW and Queensland operate on a rebate of a percentage of the 

subscriptions received from our State’s members and this rebate would reduce if members were lost. 

 

From 1990 to 2001 subs were $30 (figures taken from ASN).  Had Council explained that they were increasing 

fees having held back for 10 years, people would have understood a need for a rise.  Had Council then 

announced that there would be three issues per year of a much-improved Journal, then members may have 

accepted the rise more readily. Council didn’t handle it this way and this lead to a situation of US and THEM.  

US arguing, “Why do we need a Journal”.  THEM arguing “The Society is mainly of Professionals and we 

should all pay up”. Many things have been said by both sides but the fact remains that we are all members of 

the same Society and we need to get back to being proud of our Society. In hindsight the CSIRO contract was 

not a success.  Ah! Well at least we tried.  We have to remember that we are all volunteers. 

 

NSW are to be commended for looking after our Council for eleven years. Our Constitution suggests that it 

should pass between States every 3 – 4 years.  They can now relax and leave the new Council to carry on.  We 

have a hard job ahead of us to spread the word that we need to see those members who lapsed their membership 

back in the fold.  We also need to keep an eye out for potential new members. Of course, if there is any chance 

of getting any funding from any source then we would be very grateful.  There is no hiding the fact that our 

numbers have been decimated but we will survive, we will grow and we can all look forward to better times 

ahead. 

 

Climbing down from my soapbox, I would like to thank all members who attended our branch meetings during 

the year.  Mostly member’ nights we nevertheless kept things ticking along nicely. Some of our more recent 

(and younger) members have given talks on Scuba diving around Australia and brought along many shells for 

us to drool over. On a sad note we had the sudden passing away of Noel Coleman in July.  Many of our 

members attended his funeral and it was uplifting to see Cathy and daughter Ruth so positive and giving Noel 

such a fine eulogy. 
 

Lastly, but with many thanks I would like to acknowledge the support that our branch has from those members 

in office.  Michael Lyons as our secretary – settling in well, looking after our funds. Don Cram, Val Cram and 

Chris Bunyard in reporting for, editing and despatching our Branch Bulletin during the year.  Chris also has 

been looking after shell sales and raffles. Alena Bubenicek has looked after our branch library and Geoff 

Macaulay has been our contact with the ASN.  Robert Burn, as always keeps us on the straight and narrow and 

has been his usual mine of information at our meetings. We also owe a special thanks to Jack Austin who has 

continued to raise funds for the Branch through his sale of shells through Garden World. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to wish all members the best of health.  Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New     

Year.  Have a safe and enjoyable break. 

Fred Bunyard, 

                                                                                                                                                   Chairman 
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Brian John Smith 24.6.1939 ─19.07.2006:  a malacological assessment 

 

Available space, publication deadlines, and editorial constraints meant that the following article was published 

in severely reduced and rewritten form (Molluscan Research 26 (3): 122, December 2006).  The full text 

appears below. 

 

Brian Smith contributed much to Australian malacology.  His interests were initially, and remained, terrestrial 

molluscs.  Only rarely did he venture into the freshwater and marine worlds, and there too his contributions 

carried considerable weight. 

 

The work for his doctoral thesis involved the European garden slug Arion ater.  This resulted in four papers 

(1965-1967) on aspects of the reproductive tract and nervous system.  Interestingly, his very first paper, with 

colleagues (1965), was an overview of narcotization techniques for gastropods, a very necessary 

accomplishment if his doctoral research was to be successful.  Should he not have moved to Australia, would 

he have continued with this highly detailed research! 

 

Museum curatorship involved many things other than research, and guardianship of many phyla including all 

of the molluscs.  None-the-less, he set aside time for research and writing, and a continuous series of about 200 

notes, articles, reports and papers appeared in print, right up to the time of his death. 

 

Brian’s major freshwater contributions centred on the species of the operculate genus Glacidobis.  Two new 

species from Tasmania (1973, 1979), another from southern South America (1976) and redescription of the 

type species were the resulting publications.  Dr. Winston Ponder has continued this work, redefining Brian’s 

species and distributing them among additional genera and subgenera (1986). 

 

Ventures into the marine world were confined to studies of the peculiar anomalodesmatan bivalve family 

Clavagellidae, the so called watering pot shells.  His interest was aroused when Museum Victoria received 

preserved specimens of a large South Australian species that he was unable to identify.  This led to publication 

of a review of Australian species with descriptions of new living and fossil species (1971), a review of world 

species and the erection of a new subgenus (1976), and further notes on the family along with speculation of 

tube growth (1978).  Since then, Dr. Brian Morton, in a long series of papers (1984-2006), has continued the 

study of the various species, establishing new genera, dividing the family into two, and still speculating upon 

tube growth. 

 

The non-marine molluscan fauna of Victorian and of Australia as a whole, was always prominent in Brian’s 

mind.  Early in his curatorship, he commenced publication of a series (1970-1977) of short one or two page 

articles on the non-marine molluscs of Victoria, native and introduced, bivalve and gastropod, freshwater and 

terrestrial.  There were 17 numbers in the series, one or two of which were written by others.  Each article 

treated a genus or family, had illustrations and was written for the interested general public.  At the same time, 

he initiated a 'Census' of the non-marine molluscs of Victoria, occasionally resulting in large boxes of Helix 

aspersa arriving on his desk.  Preliminary results of the "Census" were published (1973), along with several 

more but unnumbered, short articles complimenting the earlier series.  This body of work and the 'Census' data 

led to the publication of two very important field guides, both co-authored with his great friend and colleague, 

Tasmanian amateur malacologist Ron Kershaw, on the non-marine molluscs of south-eastern Australia (1979) 

and of Tasmania (1981).  During compilation of the field guides, several taxonomic anomalies became 

apparent.  These were subsequently rectified by the co-authors in three papers (1985,1986,1987) where they 

formally described certain Iredalean names long in use but very inadequately proposed. 

 

The culmination of all this work was publication of 'Non-Marine Mollusca' as Volume 8 of the Zoological 

Catalogue of Australia.  Therein, in some 400 pages, was a compilation of the known non-marine molluscan 

fauna of Australia and its dependencies, complete with all bibliographic references to genera and to species, 

and to synonyms, repository information for type specimens, type locality and distribution.  An invaluable tool, 

for all malacologists, a base-line against which the subsequent proliferation of the freshwater and terrestrial 

molluscs can be set.  
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Lastly must be mentioned Brian’s contributions to the seminal Australian malacological publication, 

'Mollusca: the Southern Synthesis'  in the Fauna of Australia series.  He wrote descriptive and definitive text 

for 13 non-marine gastropod families, four marine gastropod families and superfamilies and three 

superfamilies and orders of bivalves, plus with John Stanisic, the introduction to the Pulmonata. 

 

Brian Smith came to Australia at a time when there was little interest in the non-marine Mollusca.  He set out 

to elucidate what was known and to educate the interested general public on this neglected group.  His two 

field guides show that he achieved his intentions.  His Zoological Catalogue shows the persistence and depth of 

his bibliographic research.  His taxonomic papers with detailed descriptions and illustrations exhibit the 

influence of his initial training.  His forays into freshwater and marine taxa commenced lines of research that 

others have successfully taken up, and have completed or are still to complete. 

 

Robert Burn  

 

The genus Pseudotorinia in south-eaastern Australia 

                  

In the summers of 2002 and 2006 I spent some time fossicking for shells at Huskisson in Jervis Bay, NSW.  Of 

the many treasures which turned up in the grit were 4 specimens of an intriguing type of sundial.  The shells 

are small (approx. 5mm) and ornate and consulting Jansen's `Seashells of Central New South Wales' I thought 

that they could be confidently identified as Pseudotorinia delectabilis.  However from further research I learnt 

that there are at least 3 related taxa in the region whose exact identities seem to be in doubt.  These are 

discussed in Rudiger Bieler's 1993 monograph on `Architectonicidae of the Indo-Pacific'.  Some notes drawn 

from this and other references are included below. 

   

Torinia foveolata was described by Tate (1893) from Aldinga Bay and Semaphore in SA and Solarium 

delectabilis from Bombay by Melvill just a month prior.  Hedley (1900) subsequently reported on specimens 

he collected from Balmoral Beach, Sydney, NSW which he identified as Heliacus foveolatus based on 

comparison with specimens sent by Tate.  A third taxa is Torinista laseronorum described by Iredale (1936) 

from North Harbour in Sydney, not far from Hedley's locality. 

 

In his 1977 `Revision of the Australian Architectonicidae' Garrard transferred T. foveolata to Heliacus 

(Claraxis) foveolatus with Torinista laseronorum as a synonym.  The range he cites for foveolatus is from the 

Torres Strait to SA including the Victorian coastline, however I am unaware of any shells of this kind having 

been found in our state.  Garrard also records Heliacus (Torinista) delectabilis as a sympatric species occurring 

in SA and NSW. 

 

Bieler (1993) has a very different interpretation.  At a generic level he regards all three taxa as belonging to the 

genus Pseudotorinia, described by Sacco (1892) from an Italian fossil.  Bieler illustrates the lectotypes of 

foveolata and delectabilis and although admitting that they look quite different he claims that intermediates 

exist and reduces the former to a synonym of delectabilis.  P. laseronorum is retained as a valid species whose 

range in south-eastern Australia is allopatric with that of P. delectabilis.  Bieler's maps show P. laseronorum 

ranging from SE Asia, down the East Australia Current to southern NSW whereas P. delectabilis occurs in the 

northern Indian Ocean and SE Asia, down the WA coast into SA (i.e. along the Leeuwin Current).  It should be 

noted that Garrard's figure of H. delectabilis (from Twofold Bay, NSW) is a separate entity which Bieler 

describes as Heliacus hyperionis. 
 

After consulting these references a return to Jansen (1995) is quite perplexing.  Although she agrees with 

Bieler in terms of generic placement and in making foveolatus a synonym of P. delectabilis her stated range 

for P. delectabilis (QLD to SA) does not agree at all.  Furthermore, according to Bieler P. delectabilis can be 

differentiated from P. laseronorum conchologically by (the former) having an additional rib between the upper 

and lower peripherals.  Jansen's illustration seems more consistent with Bieler's concept of P. laseronorum 

than with his concept of P. delectabilis.  However of my specimens from Huskisson two of them possess this 

additional rib whereas the other two do not.  So it seems that I am still unable to identify my specimens with 

any certainty! 
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        Lynton Stephens 

October Meeting Report 

 

The October meeting was an informal members night and Simon Wilson displayed specimens of Zoila 

marginata from Kangaroo Island SA, Albany and Kalbarri WA. He also showed specimens and digital images 

of Notocypraea piperita  he found on sponge while diving at Portsea.  

 

November Meeting Report 

 

This was our annual meeting which included the election of office bearers  

 

Simon Wilson and Michael Lyons reported on a night shelling trip to Welshpool. They found Voluta undulata 

to be quite common crawling alive, but most of them with a sun burnt like patch on the dorsum which is a 

common feature at Welshpool.  Other species found alive included, Sassia bassi, Sassia subdistorta, Solen 

vaginoides and the Peanut Shell  Cylichna arachisi (Quoy & Gaimard, 1833). Simon and Michael have been 

doing a lot of diving lately and we look forward to an article about all these exciting adventures.  

 

My contribution was a talk on Cypraea reevei :  A full report follows on page 6. 

 

MSA president Dr Mark Norman reported to members on the state of the society.  It was conceded that 

mistakes had been made in the past and there was lively discussion as to the action needed to reinvigorate the 

society and regain some of the members that had drifted away.  

 

Mark spoke of the problems associated with running the society, including the retirement and non replacement 

of several museum malacologists and the difficulty of people finding time to attend to society business.   

Members felt that they would like to have their contributions to the study of molluscs recognized as being 

important and publications such as Shell News reflect their interests. It was agreed this could not be done 

without members contributing articles of interest to be published. Members also would like to see  more 

Australian authors publishing in the Journal, particularly descriptions of new species. 

 

Now that the council is based in Victoria it was agreed that meetings will be held prior to a branch meeting 

when required and any concerns of members can be addressed promptly. 

 

I feel now we have turned the corner, We have a band of keen people here with many diverse interests and a 

feeling that professional and non professional people should work together, not only for the advancement of 

malacology, but also for the enjoyment of the profession or the hobby that we share.  

 

Don Cram   
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Cypraea Austrocypraea reevei  Sowerby, 1832  
 

The placement of cowry genera has been a problem for cowry specialists for over 50 years since Schilder split 

the group up from the once single genus Cypraea. Several authors have continued to use this system, although 

some including Burgess and Barry Wilson still preferred to use the single genus Cypraea with sub-genus status. 

The difficulty arises because conchological features are sometimes confusing and do not match anatomical 

characteristics such as animal colour, mantle, siphon and radula ,  Some are relatively easy to classify,  namely  

our  Zoila, Umbilia, Notocypraea and the tropical genus Lyncina. 

 

 In Lyncina there are about 12 species that have consistent conchological features including a deeply concave 

fossula, long columellar teeth extending deep into the aperture throughout its length and a strong curved 

terminal ridge.   Trochel 1863, erected Lyncina with the type species Cypraea lynx on the basis of a very 

distinct radula, which is so different to any other cowry radular pattern and cannot be confused.  It is 

characterized by a dome like central tooth that has 3 large pendulous cusps, with the central one much larger.  

All species in this group have this radula pattern which does not apply to any other group,  (EXEPT ONE).    

 

Wilson (1993) in Australian Marine Shells referred to the subgenus Austrocypraea Cossman 1903, as an 

enigma, with only one living species reevei, but with several Miocene fossil species including the type Cypraea 

contusa McCoy,1877.  According to Wilson this type specimen is almost identical to the living reevei in form, 

shell dentation and the hammered like surface. Cypraea reevei has direct development in contrast to the tropical 

genus Lyncina, which like all other tropical cowries has a free swimming veliger stage. Although shell 

dentation of reevei is similar to Lyncina, the surprising thing is that it has a radula (noted by Wilson) with the 

same form as Lyncina, and Shilder placed it in this group on the basis of radula form.This leads one to speculate 

how this could have occurred. It seems to me that they all must have had a common ancestor back beyond the 

Miocene and reevei became isolated, evolved direct development, but retained the radula form of Lyncina. 

 

Recently Simon Wilson obtained two live taken specimens of reevei collected by a diver at Albany WA.  From 

one 36.4 mm long specimen I extracted the radula and compared it to the radula of lynx, vitellus and carneola  

that I all ready had on slides.   They all had the same 

radula form. Bradner and Kay 1996 in their Atlas of 

Cowrie Radulae divided all the Cypraeidae radulae, 

around 200 species into thirteen patterns namely : 

Lynx, Erosa, Teres, Stolida, Errones, Mauritiana, 

Tigris, Isabella, Achatidea, Talpa, Testudinaria, 

Limacina, and Cicercula.    The Lynx pattern is quite 

unique, unlike any other.  

A microscope was set up so members could view slides 

of the radulae of reevei, lynx, carneola and vitellus. 

 

The reevei  radula shown below is 32mm long,1.45mm wide and has 165 rows of teeth. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
                                Cypraea reevei                                        M.A Vayssière 1923                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

y                  Albany WA                               Cypraea reevei  First llustration.  

 

 

                    SEM of the central tooth of Cypraea lynx  

            Taken  from Bradner & Kay 1996. 

   Optical photomicrograph of the radula of   

Cypraea lynx Nth West Island Qld. My collection.                                                                                                             

        

 Don Cram                                                                                                                                          

                                                 
                                                                                                                                          


