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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 16th April at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a Member’s Night. 

 

The May meeting will be on the 21st.  Unless advised this will also be a Member’s Night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual.  

 

 

 

 

The MSA council meeting was held prior to the March meeting and our President Dr. Mark Norman stayed on 

to present a report to members on the state of the Society. The outlook is much better with a slight increase in 

membership and some much welcome corporate sponsorship, the societies financial position is now healthy. 

Some lost members have been encouraged to rejoin and there is increasing co-operation between Museum 

Victoria and members. The image of the Society has also been enhanced by the updating of its website. 

Members were certainly encouraged by this positive outlook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Three obscure columbellids from south-eastern Australia 

 

The family Columbellidae is well represented in Victoria.  They are mostly small in size, however any collector 

who has taken the time to examine good shell-grit from places such as San Remo or Point Leo will be aware of 

the diversity, beauty and variability of our local species.  `Marine Molluscs of Victoria' by MacPherson & 

Gabriel lists many species for the state but only two of these are illustrated.  Others are figured elsewhere, 

mainly Jansen (1995), Wilson (1994) and May (1922), however many of the MMOV taxa remain very obscure 

and this article attempts to provide illustrations and basic notes for just three of these, others hopefully will 

follow. 

   

Aesopsis cassandra (Hedley, 1904) =Fig. 17    

 

This species was originally described under the genus Daphnella which at that time belonged to 

the family Turridae (now transferred to Conidae).  The author (Hedley) mentions that the 

conchologist Tate had considered it to be a member of the Terebridae when material was sent to 

him for analysis.  It is illustrated in May's `Tasmanian Shells' (1922) although that figure is small 

and rather poor, the accompanying illustration is from Hedley's original description.  Some time 

between 1904 and 1922 it was transferred from Daphnella to columbellid genus Aesopus since it 

appears under that name in May's book, but is absent from Hedley's revision of Australian 

Turridae of the same year.  I first recognised A. cassandra from shell-grit collected at Huskisson, 

NSW in March 2006 where it was moderately common.  Subsequently I found another specimen 

in my collection, a shell from Balmoral which was misidentified as `Turridae sp.'  I have 

examined some of Gabriel's material collected from Port Albert, the sole locality cited in MMOV, 

others in the museum are from deep water off eastern Victoria.  A. cassandra is usually 4 to 5 mm 

in length.  

About the genus Aesopus I have been able to learn little although it appears to be a rather confused group of 

shells.  Wilson in his AMS vol. 2 remarks that it is `improbable' that local species attributed to the genus are 

closely related to the shell on which it is based.  He issues the caveat that `for the time being the generic name 

Aesopus is used but the matter clearly needs further attention'.  Wilson also seems to suggest that they are a 

polyphyetic group (based on protoconch variation).  Vaught (1989) used the genus Astyris as an alternative. 

 

Aesopus australis (Angus, 1877) = figs, 5, 1a, 1b     

 

This peculiar gastropod, listed in MMOV under the genus Truncaria, is quite worthy 

of the title `sui generis'.  The shell seems to combine elements of Columbellidae, 

Terebridae and Turridae but ends up looking like nothing in particular.  The original 

author's description is excellent and is included here:  

"Truncaria australis … Shell elongately fusiform, moderately solid, pale brown, 

shining; whorls 7½, the two apical ones thin and papillose, the rest somewhat distantly 

and flatly longitudinally plicate on the upper portion, the plicae crossed with fine 

impressed lines, the middle of the last whorl smooth with a few impressed lines near 

the base; sutures grooved; aperture narrowly ovate, dilated below; outer lip arcuate, 

slightly thickened within; columella somewhat flattened, covered with a smooth white 

callus, and abruptly truncate at the base." 

 

In addition to this there is some variation in colour.  Most are dirty-white, buff or pale 

yellow but the occasional specimen is vivid orange with a white subsutural band. The 

incised grooves below the sutures number 3 or 4 and usually occupy the upper half of 

each spire whorl.  Those around the base are rarely obvious, in most specimens they 

are extremely faint or even absent.  The axial ribs fade very rapidly after the first 

teleoconch whorl, most of the shell is smooth (see Jansen's figure, for example).  The 

outer lip is noticeably opisthocline.  Size is about 5 to 8 mm. 

The species is absent from May (1922) and the genus Truncaria does not appear in Wilson's AMS or in `The 

Southern Synthesis'.  Initially the only other reference I could find was the illustration and description provided 

by Jansen (1995).  Here it is classified as a member of the Columbellidae and retained in the genus Truncaria,  
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an anomalous situation since that genus is currently regarded as belonging to the Buccinidae.  Abbott's 

`Compendium of Seashells' figures Truncaria brunneocincta on page 170, I leave it up to readers to decide 

how closely related it is to our species.  Subsequently I noticed that although the species is frustratingly absent 

from the index it is listed in Wilson's AMS as possibly belonging to the genus Aesopus, family Columbellidae.   

This classification is followed by the online molluscan database OBIS.  Iredale & McMichael (1962) listed it 

under Lavesopus. Supporting its placement in the genus Aesopus are the acuminate shape and the presence of 

spiral grooves, however the axial sculpture and structure of the aperture are atypical.  Analysis of the animal 

would be quite interesting.  Of this intriguing shell the Museum of Victoria has only a few specimens which 

are currently stored with the Buccinidae.  I have collected it from Merricks Beach, Point Leo and San Remo 

where it seems to be most common.  Jack Austin has also shown me specimens found at Cat Bay on Phillip 

Island. 

 

Anachis remoensis (Gatliff & Gabriel, 1910) = fig. 2 

 

The San Remo Dove Shell is, as the authors commented, `a very beautiful and ornate species.'  The original 

description provides an illustration of the shell which, although recognisable, is fairly poor.  Verco (1910) 

recorded it from South Australia and added some comments on the shell and animal.  Wilson in AMS vol. 2 

offers a brief description but there is no figure, so overall the species remains poorly known.  I 

have attempted here to provide an illustration and also a more detailed description of the shell 

for any collectors who may encounter it: 

 Elongate-ovate, small; protoconch broad & dome shaped, of 2 smooth whorls ending in 

a low varix; teleoconch whorls 3¼, angulate, bearing prominent blunt tubercles, 9 or 10 per 

whorl, which are linked to the suture as irregular, broad axial ribs that also extend slightly 

anterior of the tubercles; interstices microscopically axially striate; a second row of smaller 

coarse beads apparent above the suture on the spire, about 22 per whorl, extending onto the 

periphery of the body whorl where they become indistinct, instead forming the upper limit of 

short, low, irregular axial ribs; columella fairly straight until a sharp reflection at the parietal 

wall making the aperture paralellogram-shaped; outer lip somewhat thickened posteriorly 

where there is also a shallow sinus; anterior with 3 or 4 spiral grooves; shell colour a translucent dirty grey, 

protoconch white tipped with a brown spot, shoulder tubercles opaque white, likewise the suprasutural beads 

below which (on the body whorl) there is a continuous, opaque yellow band (at sutural level) and then another 

spiral row of opaque white spots (at parietal level) less numerous than the upper; appearing very late on the 

body whorl just prior to outer lip is a wide brown band between the shoulder tubercles and the upper row of 
white spots; opaque markings evident within the aperture. 

I have only one specimen of good quality, the illustrated shell which measures 3.4 mm and was discovered 

amongst shell-grit collected from Bonwick's Beach, San Remo on 9th Nov 2004.  Other very worn examples 

have turned up at Point Leo and Silverleaves Beach.  Other than the type material the Museum of Victoria 

appears to have very few specimens of this beautiful shell. 

 

 Selected references: 

 

1. Angas, 1877.  `Descriptions of one Genus and twenty-five Species of Marine  Shells from New                                                                             

             South Wales', Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London,  vol?, p171-177 & pl. XXVI 

2. Gatliff & Gabriel, 1910.  `On some New Species of Victorian Marine Mollusca', Proceedings   

            of the Royal Society of Victoria, vol. 23. p82-86 & pl. XXVII  

3. Hedley, C. (1904).  Studies on Australian Mollusca Part VIII.  Proceedings of the Linnean       

            Society of NSW. v24: p182-212 & pl. VIII 

            

  Source of figures: 

17. Aesopus cassandra: from Hedley, 1904 (see above) 

5. Aesopus australis: from Angas, 1877 (see above) 

1a+b. Aesopus australis: self-illustrated, specimen from San Remo, 2003-04, 7.5mm 

2. Anachis remoensis: self-illustrated, specimen from San Remo, 2004, 3.4mm 

                                           Lynton Stephens 
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Six years ago, I was offered a collection of Royal Society and Philosophical Society journals from the Royal 

Society of South Australia. They dated from 1865 to 1995. The journals contained fascinating articles on natural 

science and of particular interest to me were the many articles on marine fossils by authors such as the Rev. J.E. 

Tenison Woods, Prof A.R. Tate, Dr N.H. Ludbrook and others such as Cotton, Cossman, Buonaiuto etc. 

With some of the earlier papers the figures were all delineated for example, Ralph Tate described and illustrated 

approximately 600 species of marine fossils.  This inspired me to compile a catalogue on “The Marine Fossils of 

the Older Tertiary Fauna of Australia” by A.R. Tate with all of his original plates and to apply the most recent 

nomenclature.  The project took three years to complete.  I had to source other papers he had written and 

published in other states of Australia.  It started out being a small project for my own benefit but had steadily 

grown and in the year 2004, twenty-five were printed.  I gave copies mostly to the people who helped me along 

the way as well as Malacological Societies and Museums. 

 

My next project was to research the Rev J.E. Tenison Woodsand bring together all the species that he described.  

He wrote extensively on recent and fossil marine shells, echinoderms, corals and bryozoan as well as fossil 

plants.  Recent shells are not included.  Unfortunately, he did not illustrate all the species that he named, so I 

had to use the illustrations of other authors and I photographed some myself at Museum Victoria and the 

Tasmanian Museum.  The project was completed in late 2006, but along the way we became involved with the 

Mary MacKillop Penola Centre much to our delight.After our first visit to the centre, we offered to donate some 

fossil species that were named by Tenison Woods.  These were received with much enthusiasm, so we decided 

to go all out and help them build up a comprehensive collection of species named by this remarkable man. I 

compiled a list of all the species (living and fossil) that he named and, with the assistance of Tom Darragh’s 

many papers on marine fossils and Bob Burn’s wealth of knowledge on living species was able to apply the 

most recent names to the list.’’ I attended a meeting of The Malacological Society, Victorian Branch to appeal 

to members and others to donate any and fossils that they may have surplus of, that were named by Tenison 

Woods. 

At the time of writing this article, the collection has grown to over one hundred species.  The committee 

members at the Mary MacKillop Penola Centre applied for and received a grant to purchase a cabinet to display 

the collection.  It was officially opened by Dr. Elery Hamilton-Smith at 11.00am on Sunday 25th  March 2007, 

during the 150th celebration of Tenison Woods’ arrival at Penola on 19th March 1857.  I am grateful to the 

following contributors: 

Chris Ah Yea & Janice Krause, Hamilton, Vic: fossils 

Jack Austin, Cowes, Vic:  shells. 

Chris Bunyard, Eltham North, Vic:  shells 

Robert Burn, Newtown, Vic:  recent nomenclature 

Jonathon Fell, East Bentleigh, Vic:  magnifying boxes. 

Margaret Richmond, Devonport, Tas:  shells                                                                                      Chris Goudey 

 

February Meeting Report   Members night. 

Robert Burn spoke on a recent paper in which our local species Cantharidus ramburi  (Crosse, 1864) was 

considered a synonym of the Western Australian species Cantharidus lehmanni (Menke, 1843). 

Lynton Stephens   showed specimens of two new cowries he had recently purchased, Cypraea hungerfordi and  

Cypraea hirasea, both from the East China sea. 

Simon Wilson brought in a live taken specimen of Lyria mitraeformis (Lamarck, 1810) which he found while 

diving at Portsea. He also showed several images of various molluscs taken under water.  

Michael Lyons talked about an Epitonium sp. that he observed eating a sea anemone while diving at Portsea.    

Platon Vafiadis gave a talk and  showed specimens of the minute marine snail Gabrielona nepeanensis (Gatliff 

& Gabriel, 1908) of the family Phasianellidae, which were obtained from southern Port Phillip Bay during a 

survey by the Marine Research Group.  This species which is the type of the genus was described from shell 

features alone and these are the first live specimens available for study. The shells range from 1.0 to 1.25 mm 

and Platon has photographed the shells and living animal, drawn and described the external anatomy and the 

operculum. The specimens were passed on to me to extract and mount the radula of one specimen. Platon has 

drawn and photographed the radula and this will be included in a paper he is preparing for publication.  
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I showed eight recently hatched juvenile Notocypraea specimens that were found among weed collected from 6-

10 metres at Crawfish Rock Western Port Bay by Jan Watson during a marine survey. These specimens 3.4-3.6 

mm long were passed on to me by Robert Burn to photograph, extract and mount the radula of one specimen to 

determine which species they were. The animals were orange as are piperita and comptonii, but were easily 

identified by the central tooth which was the comptonii form. The radula 2.54 mm long and 145 microns wide 

with 61 rows of teeth was mounted on a slide and sealed in Aquatex.  These specimens, the radula including a 

photomicrograph and enlarged images of the specimens have been deposited in the collections of Museum 

Victoria.  

Don Cram 

March Meeting Report  Members night. 

Chris Bunyard spoke on an article in the December 2006 issue of American Conchologist by Eduard Heiman on 

Cypraeidae: Lyncina carneola (Linnaeus, 1758) form leviathan, which was described as a subspecies by 

Schilder & Schilder in 1937. It was first considered that these shells were restricted to the Hawaiian Islands but 

they have been found in the Indo-Pacific from the Gulf of Aquaba in the northwest to Polynesia in the east.  

Chris showed specimens from the Philippines and Hawaii. It was concluded by Heiman and agreed to by Chris 

that leviathan is conchologically indistinguishable from carneola except by its larger size. Chris also showed 

specimens of related species, C.propinqua and C. schilderorum from Tahiti and C.sulcidentata from Hawaii. 

 

Robert Burn reported on a Marine Research Group trip to Portland and showed stunning images of several live 

specimens taken by Platon Vafiadis many not seen previously or recorded. These included :- 

(1) A possible new genus in the family Velutinidae, a Lamellaria like species with a brightly coloured mantle 

with a complex pattern.  

(2) Naccula parva (Angus, 1876) Limpet with a bright green animal with bluish white spots down the middle of       

the shell. 

(3) Pugillaria stowae (Verco, 1906), a Siphonaria, first live specimen seen in Victoria, a milky white animal. 

(4) Two uncommon Rissoellids  fretteri and wilfredii and the Fissurellid Notomella dilecta (A.Adams 1851). 

(5) Seila crocea (Angus, 1871), orange animal and Seila albosutura  (Tenison Woods, 1876) shell reddish      

brown with white spiral ribbing. Cerithiopsidae. 

(6) Cystiscus obesula   May, 1919 Red eyes ,orange patches lined by black.  Marginellidae. 

 

Alcospira marginata (Lamarck, 1810) is not uncommon as a beach shell, but is rarely found alive in Victoria. 

While dredging in 10-15 metres in Western Port Bay with Jack Austin in 1980 I obtained a live 36.2 mm 

specimen, along with a related species Zemira australis Sowerby, 1841. I saved the animal and mounted the 

radula of Z.australis but did not with A.marginata. Simon Wilson recently found a live specimen of 

A.marginata while diving at Portsea which he showed at a recent meeting and passed the animal on to me to 

extract and mount the radula. Both these species belong in the family Olividae and photomicrographs of their 

radulae along with the tropical species Oliva miniacea Röding,1798 were shown at the meeting. 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

   

 

 

      

           Oliva miniacea                           Zemera australis                                       Alcospira marginata   2 views 

Don Cram 

 

 



VIC. BR. BULL. NO.  238                                     6.                                                                  APRIL/MAY 2007 

 

Austrocochlea again 

 

In Vic. Br. Bulletin No. 231 (October/November 2005) attention was directed to the taxonomic re-allocation of 

Victoria’s five Austrocochlea species to three separate genera : Austrocochlea, Chlorodilioma and Diloma.  

Recently, it became apparent that these changes also necessitated alterations to the way the species names are 

spelled. 

Diloma is a greek word meaning two fringes, no doubt in allusion to the epipodial tentacles visible each side of 

the body of the live animal Chlorodiloma means two green fringes.  Both generic names are neuter in gender.  

Therefore, to make the species name agree in gender with the genus, the names must be written Diloma 

concameratum  and Chlorodiloma edonte. 

The fissurellid genus name Macroschisma is also greek in origin and neuter in gender.   Thus the name of the 

rarer of Victoria’s two species should be written Macroschisma productum.  

Robert Burn 

Official at last 

When I first became interested in shells more than 50 years ago, the latin name of the common bay or blue 

mussel was Mytilus planulatus.  Then it was reduced to a subspecies, becoming Mytilus edulis planulatus, a 

name used for many years until the 1980s.  Was it really a subspecies of Edulis  was the next question to attain 

prominence.  A lot of dilly-dallying followed, the result being that Mytilus galloprovincialis was declared to be 

the originating parent species, meaning that our sub species was to be properly known as Mytilus 

galloprovincialis planulatus.  Because the common bay or blue mussel is a commercial aquaculture species, The 

Australian Fish Names Committee has ratified Mytilus galloprovincialis planulatus as the official name to be 

used in all reports and government publications. 

Robert Burn 
MS.A Victorian Branch Financial Statement 

 

Balance as at 31/01/06        $2372.34 
Receipts 

Raffles      $108.90 

Shell sales     $106.45 

Subscriptions received    $335.00 

Book sales     $552.00 

Craft shell sales     $379.00 

Tea Sales     $9.00 

Bank Interest     $15.07 

      $1505.42      

        $1505.42    
      $3877.76 
Expenses 

Postage      $163.10 

Subscriptions out     $285.00 

Subscriptions to other clubs   $40.00 

Room rental*     $540.00 

Secretary’s expenses    $27.45 

Tea/biscuits     $50.00 

Disposal of old cabinets    $60.00 

Book purchases     $224.45 

      $1390.00 

          $1390.00 

 

 Balance as at 21/01/2007       $2487.76 

 

*Room rental 2006 (in arrears) and 2007. 

                   Michael Lyons (Hon.Sec/Treasurer) 

  

 


