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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the  20th of August,  Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a Member’s Night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

The September meeting will be held on the 17th and will be a members night unless otherwise advised. 

 

The April meeting report will be included in the next bulletin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Diving At Shoreham  at 8.30am on Sunday 3rd June 

 

Sunday 3rd of June was the date of the second Mal Soc Vic branch dive. Simon Wilson (complete with shark 

shield)*, Lynton Stevens and I met at the car park at the beach at Shoreham on a cold but sunny morning. A 

plan was formulated whereby we would gear up and then walk around to Honeysuckle point where we would 

then enter the water. This was no easy task as the point was at least half a kilometre away! When we arrived at 

the point we entered the water and descended into around 3 metres with visibility around 5-7 metres. The 

seafloor consisted of reef with the occasional vertical rock face featuring small crevices and “pock marked” 

with craters made by sea urchins. Other areas consisted of well-cemented rocks covered in weed. Collecting 

wasn’t spectacular but there were healthy numbers of Haliotis rubra, H. laevigata and the occasional H. 

emmae. I collected a Clanculus limbatus and a nice sized Lepsiella baileyana that was on the back of a Haliotis 

rubra.  

Simon collected a nice Cypraea angustata and a Calliostoma hedleyi as we swam out into around 6 metres of 

water. Here we found the collecting more interesting with a Cypraea comptonii being seen, and many more 

rocks that could be turned. Simon turned over a rock and there were at least 6 Phasianella ventricosa beneath it. 

It was here that I collected a fresh dead, pure white Sassia subdistorta, a live Clanculus albanyensis, a crabbed 

Austrodrilla beraudiana and a live Waimatea obscura. Too soon it seemed that we began to get low on air and 

it was time to head for shore. What followed was a very long surface swim back to shore. When one is weighed 

down with diving gear surface swimming is a somewhat arduous task. After about 5 minutes I thought I would 

take the “easy” way out and swim to what looked to be the closest land – big mistake as I watched both Simon 

and Lynton exit the water just before I reached shore – and I still had the half kilometre walk! 

 

We compared notes and shared highlights of the dive that lasted around 70 minutes and decided that the 

conditions were to good too pass up and a second dive was in order. We then headed to Merricks Beach. Simon 

had been told of a good reef system off Merricks and we entered the water about 300 metres east of the yacht 

club. The tide was now high and initially visibility was less than a metre but after swimming 100 metres off 

shore visibility had improved and we descended onto low profile reef in 2-3 metres. To me the terrain looked 

ideal for shells, with overhangs, rocks to turn and plenty of nooks and crannies, but after about 30 minutes I had 

not seen anything worth collecting. The only shells I was seeing were the three species of abalone. We 

reconnoitred and gave a thumbs down when checking each others collection tubes. I then found a nice live 

Fusus bednalli that I was very happy with, as it was the first live one I have found.We swam briskly out another 

hundred metres** or so and were in around 5 metres of water and found reef with plenty of stones to turn. 

Under every stone were numerous chitons with Ischnochiton torri being abundant as well as numerous 

Cryptolax striata, many Rhyssoplax calliozona and many other species.  It was here that I found a nice live 

Austromitra analogica, a fresh dead Calliostoma allporti , a live Muditia subquadrata and a live Litozamia 

brazieri. 

 

As we started our return to shore quite a large Sepia apama (Giant cuttlefish) became fixated on Simon’s black 

LCD dive torch. It came in rather close and was somewhat aggressively following him around before it lost 

interest. On an area of sand in 5 metres of water I picked up two nice but as yet unidentified turrids.  Soon it 

was time to head in and we exited the water almost exactly where we entered after around 90 minutes. As we 

walked back to the car park we marvelled at the glorious conditions above the water, sunny skies, no wind and 

glassy seas. All in all it was a successful days diving although the shell collecting could have been better. * An 

evil looking device that is strapped to the leg and trails 2 metres of thick black electrical cable that Simon 

assured us would not give us bone jarring electric shocks – but would create an electrical field that no self 

respecting shark would enter. I think that Lynton and certainly I were not convinced that we were safe if we 

touched the cable and we both studiously avoided coming into contact with it!! 

 

** I didn’t know it at the time but Simon who was someway ahead, returned waving his arms quite excitedly 

indicating he had seen something large and was trying to tell me what it was. I thought he’d seen a large smooth 

ray but when we got back to shore he told us that he saw a shark, well the non business end with tail fin veering 

off at some rate of knots into the gloom.  Note from Simon… While the shark shield may be somewhat 

unwieldy to wear, especially on shore dives it certainly works! 

Michael Lyons 
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May Meeting Report   members night. 

  

Michael Lyons brought in a tray of shells he had collected while diving around the Portsea area. A complete list 

of shells found was published in the last bulletin. 

 

Rebbecca Van Gelderin showed an example of a pen from the Squid Septioteuthis australis Quoy & Gaimard, 

1833.  

 

I showed slides of the island  of Gizo and other surrounding islands in the Western Solomons, taken on a 

shelling trip led by Alan Hinton in August 1989. These islands were recently devastated by a tsunami, 

particularly Gizo.  Images were shown on television of the jetty and main street area that runs along the 

waterfront including the hotel where we stayed completely washed away. A tray of selected shells collected on 

that trip were also shown. 

 

June Meeting Report  members night.  

 

Geoff Macaulay brought in a tray of world wide land snails with many new additions to his large collection. 

 

He also showed a copy of the latest Visaya Magazine which contained an article by French author Luc Dolin, 

where he has split the well known tropical cowry Cypraea punctata  into 12 species based on concholigical 

differences, with four more yet to be described. The article is published in French, but Geoff managed to sort 

out some specimens from his collection with the conchological differences that the author deemed to be 

specific. It is fair to say that there were some unsurprising comments from members present. 

 

Simon Wilson spoke on diving at Bear Gully and showed a specimen of  N.piperita wilkinsi Griffiths ,1959  that 

he collected there, along with images of this specimen and other Notocypraea specimens he photographed 

crawling.  A report on this and other related specimens is on page 6 of this issue. 

Don Cram 

 

Belloliva 

 

Continuing expeditions by the French marine scientists have led to the discovery and recognition of many 

interesting molluscs in the waters of the Philippines, New Caledonia and the Coral Sea.  A very new paper deals 

with the genus Belloliva, hitherto thought to include only four coastal species from eastern and southern 

Australia.  In their paper, Kantor & Bouchet ascribe five new species to Belloliva, as well as setting up a closely 

related new genus Calyptoliva with three new species, all from deeper waters (down to 1100m) of the Coral Sea 

and New Caledonia.  The distribution of the prettily marked Belloliva exquisita (Angas, 1871), found as far 

south as Bermagui, NSW (Lynton Stephens, 2007:4), is extended to include Queensland, the Coral Sea and 

New Caledonia to depths just exceeding 500m. 

      

In this paper, the genus name Belloliva is attributed to Iredale in Peile, 1922, not to Peile, 1922 as in MMV and 

AMS.  Gemmoliva Iredale, 1924 is confirmed from study of the animal of its type species to be a synonym of 

Belloliva.  The four Australian species are: brazieri (Angas, 1877), leucozona (A. Adams & Angas, 1864), 

triticea (Duclos, 1835), and exquisita (Angas, 1871).  The first three occur in Victorian waters. 

 

References 

 

Kantor, Y.I., & Bouchet, P., 2007.  Out of Australia:  Belloliva (Neogastropoda: Olividae) in the Coral Sea and 

New Caledonia.  American Malacological Bulletin 22:27-73. 

 

Stephens, L., 2007.  Beach collecting at Bermagui.  Victorian Branch Bulletin 239: 3-4. 

Robert Burn 
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Update on watering pots from Victoria 
 

According to MMV (:401-403), two genera and three species of watering pot shells occur in Victorian waters: 

Dacosta australis, D. multangulus  and Humphreyia strangei.  In the 1970s our lamented friend Brian Smith 

published three papers on these strange bivalves, revising the Australian species (1971), the world species 

(1976), and speculating upon tube formation and growth (1978).  Since then in a long series of papers starting in 

1984, Brian Morton from the University of Hong Kong has been examining in detail the animals and shells of 

the various species and revising the taxonomy. 

 

In 1984, Morton published on Dacosta australis, re-assigning it to subgeneric status as Clavagella (Dacosta) 

australis.  In a second 1984 paper, he published on Humphreyia strangei.  He was also able to report upon his 

re-examination of the supposed juvenile of this species dredged by Charles Gabriel in 1905 between Phillip and 

French Islands, Westernport (see under this name MMV: 403, and see illustration Cotton’s 1961 Pelecypoda of 

South Australia: 159), his conclusion being that the identification was incorrect and that it was a juvenile of a 

species of the genus Brechites. 

Then after a 20 year lapse, in 2003 Morton returned to the fray with a study on Dacosta multangulus, creating a 

new genus Dianadema with this as type species.  Curiously, Dianadema is neuter in gender, but because 

multangulus is a noun, the species name does not need to change in agreement.  At the same time, Morton 

divided the watering pots into two families:  Penicillidae with genera Brechites, Penicillus, Aspergillum, 

Foegia, Nipponoclava and Humphreyia, and Clavagellidae with genera Clavagella (and genera/subgenera) 

Bryopa and Dacosta, Stirpulina  and Dianadema. 

 

In 2004, Morton created a second new genus, Kendrickiana, the type species being Foegia veitchi B.J.Smith, 

1971 from South Australia and south Western Australia.  This genus belongs to the family Penicillidae.  A 2006 

paper on a Penicillus has just been published. 

 

For Victorian therefore, we have: 

Family  Penicillidae 

                                             Humphreyia strangei 

                                            Brechites sp. juvenile (non Humphreyia strangei) 

Family Clavagellidae           

                                            Clavagella (Dacosta) australis 

                                            Dianadema multangulus 

Robert Burn  

Assimineidae 
 

Assimineids  are small snails, in Victoria found in marginal estuarine habitats along with Ophicardelus, 

Truncatella and Marinula meridionalis (see note below).  Assimineid shells all look the same, short and 

conical.  MMV (p.95 lists two species for Victoria:  brazieri with a brown encircling band is now Hydrococcus 

brazieri (Tenison Woods, 1876) in its own family Hydrococcidae, and  tasmanica which is uniformly pale 

grayish.  Though still an assimineid, tasmanica  awaits creation of a new genus for its reception. 

 

In the meantime, it has been found that while tasmanica is a good species and occurs commonly in Victoria, it 

hides at least two other assimineid species, both with similar characteristics sufficient to necessitate erection of 

a new genus.  To this end, Fukuda & Ponder (2006) have described Conassiminea with type species C. studderti 

Fukuda & Ponder (2006 from southern NSW and eastern and northern Tasmania, and C. zheni Fukuda & 

Ponder (2006) from Corner Inlet, Shallow Inlet, Westernport and Port Phillip in Victoria.  And how do we tell 

them apart.  Not easily at all.  The shell of C. zheni is slightly larger (up to 5.3mm long x 3.04mm diameter) 

than that of C. studderti (4.2mm x 2.8mm).  In the female reproductive organs the bursal duct of C. zheni has 

two folds as it leaves the bursa, whereas in C. studderti there is only one fold. 

 

We now await the next chapter in the evolving assimineid saga, to learn what genus name to apply to the real 

tasmanica and how to separate this species from the two Conassiminea species. 
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Shells of Connassiminea A= Holotype of  C.studderti AMS.C.437567  B = Paratype  AMS. C.433458, both 

from Nullica river NSW.   H = holotype of C.zheni AMS C437569 G = paratype AMS. C.405161, both from 

Blind Bight Western Port Victoria.       Taken from Fukuda and Ponder, 2006. 

 

Reference 

 

Fukuda, H. & Ponder, W.F. 2006.  Conassiminea, a new genus of the Assimineidae from southeastern Australia 

Journal of Molluscan Studies 72: 39-52 

 

Note:  Marinula meridionalis has proved to be an introduced European species, the proper name of which is 

Ovatella myosotis (Draparnaud, 1801). 

Robert Burn 

 

Email sent to Michael Lyons.           Someone in the club may wish to have their shells featured.   

  

My name is Barney Sullivan and I'm a graphic designer here in Melbourne. I'm currently working on a project 

for a high profile Melbourne Arts organization that will be using shells to image its marketing campaign next 

year. Hence this email to you. At this point to get our shell idea approved we have managed to cobble together 

our own collection of shells from curiosity shops and family holiday houses. Now the idea is going ahead we 

want to do it properly with the best the shell world has to offer to reflect the status of our client. I was 

wondering if you would be able to point me in the right direction of any collectors, or collections that may wish 

to be involved and have their shells featured in the campaign? Further than this would you be able to advise me 

on the more spectacular varieties of shells that would have the greatest visual impact both big and small? I 

would appreciate any time you could give to these two questions, and would like to speak to you further about 

the project so as to flesh out our plans, please contact me at this email address or call me on the number below.  
 

Nose To Tail Pty Ltd  36 William Street   Balaclava Victoria Australia 3183                                                                                 

 

Tel: +61 3 9527 2504    Fax: +61 3 9527 2104  www.nosetotail.com.au 

 

 

The last place on earth! 
 

Jack Austin’s little note on Trivia zzyzyxia Cate, 1979, recalled one reviewer’s comments on Alan Solem’s 

marvellous Endodontid land snails from Pacific Islands Part 1 (1977), where he remarked upon the names of 

two of the newly created genera: Aaadonta and Zyzzyxodonta, suggesting that these might begin and end any 

list of genera.  The reviewer then wrote as an aside: "Actually should one so desire, it is possible to go one 

better. The Hawaiian vocabulary includes aa aa (for blocky lava) and there is an exit off the Las Vegas - Los 

Angeles Interstate near Death Valley called Zzyzx Road: presumably the last place on earth!" 

 

Cate’s s species name zzyzyxia, possibly a play upon the reviewers Zzyzx Road, is presumably one more step to 

the last place on earth. 

Robert Burn 

 
 

  

  

http://www.nosetotail.com.au/
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Cape Liptrap, Bear Gully    Notocypraea   

 

At the June meeting Simon Wilson showed a live taken specimen of Notocypraea piperita wilkinsi Griffiths, 

1959 he found in one metre of water at Bear Gully near Cape Liptrap. The shell has a flesh coloured to gold 

dorsum, with no trace of spots or dorsal bands. Simon also showed images of the specimen crawling which 

clearly showed the yellowish orange animal with red tentacles and a white siphon along with a specimen of a 

typical N.piperita with the same colouring and a specimen of N.comptonii with its all orange animal body 

siphon and tentacles, all found in the same area. Simon had passed the animal wilkinsi on to me to extract and 

mount the radula. Photomicrographs of this radula plus  those of my own specimen from Westernport Bay and 

of the holotype were shown to the meeting. These are the only three specimens I am aware of that have been 

determined by animal and radular characteristics. 

Many beach and live taken specimens of Notocypraea with a flesh coloured to creamy white dorsum from an 

area between Western Port Bay and Cape Liptrap have for many years been incorrectly identified.  As the shell 

shape, size, tooth count and weight are almost identical in N.piperita and N.comptonii the only foolproof 

identification method is by the animal and radular characteristics of live taken shells.  I refer readers to articles 

in American Conchologist Vol.34,No.1,March 2006 and  Australian Shell News No. 113, March 2002. which 

deals with this dilemma in detail.  

In December 1975 I collected a specimen of the flesh coloured form at Bear Gully and thought I had found the 

elusive wilkinsi, but almost immediately by seeing the animal crawl I realized this was not so, but just a pale 

unbanded form of N.comptonii, which was subsequently proved by the radula. Over the next 30 years we 

collected seven similar specimens at the nearby Cape Liptrap and all these have been proved by their animal 

and radulae to be pale forms of N. comptonii.   I have only one specimen of the true wilkinsi that was dredged in 

Western Port Bay that has animal and radula characteristics as described by R.J Griffiths.  

 

 

      Radula of wilkinsi  Holotype              Radula of Simon’s specimen of wilkinsi               Radula of my specimen of wilkinsi                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                       from Bear Gully                                        from Western Port Bay 

 

 

 

This radula (left) is from one of my seven 

specimens from Cape Liptrap. 

Note the truncated triangle form of the 

central tooth and the oblique basal denticles 

situated in the corners, identical to those of 

typical N.comptonii. 

Note the radula form of the three specimens 

of wilkinsi. The squared form of the central 

tooth and the centrally placed basal 

denticles are identical to those of N.piperita.   

Notocypraea piperita wilkinsi Holotype  

 Museum Victoria Reg.No. F19903 

This additional specimen collected provides further proof that wilkinsi is a form of N.piperita, not N.comptonii 

as indicated in most cowry publications other than those by Barry Wilson.  

Don Cram 

 


