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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 18th of August  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.   This meeting will be preceded by the annual council 

meeting of the Society. 

 

Our speaker for the evening will be Ass. Prof. Rob Day from Melbourne University. 

Title: Will the ill wind of abalone disease produce better management by the fishing industry? 

 

Assoc. Prof. Rob Day is on staff in Zoology at the University of Melbourne. He has been working on abalone 

since 1978 when he started research on abalone in California. He has been working with the abalone fishing 

industry in Australia for about 10 years and is currently running a large Fisheries Research and Development 

Corporation project with 2 other researchers and 5 abalone fishing industry zonal associations to develop ways 

to manage the stocks on a reef by reef basis. The project started about a year before the new disease began 

devastating the abalone stocks. Rob will give an account of his research and put the work in the broader context 

of its importance to abalone conservation in the wild and implications for the industry and export market of 

abalone for Australia.  

 

The September meeting will be on the 15th and this will be a members night. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 
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 www.seashellsofnsw.org.au - a useful website 
 

 The above is an internet site that has been compiled by Des Beechey, a Research Associate at the Australian 

Museum and editor of Australian Shell News.  I thought it might be worth a brief review since it is a resource  

that I came across quite by accident, but now find indispensable and I suspect that some members may be 

unaware of it.  Whilst internet websites lack the palpable charm (and possibly the durability) of the traditional 

book they do have many advantages, primarily that they are potentially dynamic, cheap (or free) to access and 

able to provide a vast array of information and images without being subject to the same economic problems 

that apply to publishing lavish books on niche subjects.  www.seashellsofnsw.org.au provides a good example 

of these benefits. 

 

 The New South Wales molluscan fauna is certainly a diverse and interesting one, as anyone who has collected 

or fossicked there will know.  It has also been quite extensively studied over the years by many scientists, from 

the early contributions of Angus, Brazier, Hedley and Laseron to the more recent work of Ponder and Rudman, 

to name just a few.  Despite this New South Wales has never had a comprehensive molluscan monograph 

comparable to our wonderful pink tome `Marine Molluscs of Victoria' by MacPherson and Gabriel.  In the 

introduction to her `Seashells of Central New South Wales' Patty Jansen (who emigrated from the Netherlands) 

describes how she was `astonished' at this absence of a regional synthesis.  The major publications relevant to 

the state up until now would probably be Iredale & McMichael's NSW checklist published in 1962, Jansen's 

book of 1995, Barry Wilson's `Australian Marine Shells' (1993-94) and more recently, for the opisthobranchs, 

the Sea Slug Forum website created by Bill Rudman. 

 

 Des Beechey's www.seashellsofnsw.org.au is not comprehensive at this stage however an impressive list of 

gastropod families are already covered.  New families are being progressively added, recently for example the 

Capulidae and Vanikoridae.  In the introduction the author expresses the aim of eventually covering all families.  

There are many taxonomic changes to be found and Beechey has not been shy about updating or overturning 

the previous positions of Wilson and Jansen.  For the most part these changes seem to be quite considered and 

well-informed and are often applicable to species which are found in Victoria. Beechey's photographs are of 

good quality and appear to draw heavily on the Australian Museum collections.  Many type specimens are 

utilised.  Within each family all species known to be recorded from NSW are listed with most or all being 

represented on the photographic plates (some are simply mentioned in the accompanying text).  It is pleasing to 

see here many rare species which undoubtedly in many cases have not been previously photographed.  Some of 

the species are truly magnificent, to pick just one family as an example the cancellarids Vercomaris pergradata, 

Georgeovia recessa and Trigonostoma tesselata are well worth searching for.  In addition to the shell 

specimens there are a few selected photographs of living animals.  Again, some of these are quite stunning, 

members are encouraged to look for Proterato sulcifera and the rare volute Nannamoria amicula in particular.  

Each family has an introduction which cites pertinent references for the group, there is also a large and useful 

bibliography. 

 During 2007 I spent three months working and collecting in NSW, more recently two weeks holidaying in the 

north, and in this time I found the website very helpful.  It is always a stimulating learning experience to study 

molluscs in unfamiliar territory, however it is impractical to travel with large numbers of heavy books and 

folders.  One scientist I have met overcomes this problem by carrying a laptop on which is stored a large 

number of texts scanned in as .pdf files.  Not all of us are so admirably organised however and I found myself 

frequently consulting Beechey's website for identifications. 

 

 Another particular benefit of www.seashellsofnsw.org.au is the close attention it pays to defining the known 

distributional information for each species.  One of the most delightful features of the New South Wales 

molluscan fauna is the progressive mixing of temperate and tropical species as one travels north, something we 

see very little evidence of in chilly Victoria.  The page on Cypraeidae, for example, makes very interesting 

reading.  One slight lapse in Wilson's otherwise outstanding AMS is that the east-coast distributional 

information is in some cases vague, conservative or simply inaccurate.  For example it is worth comparing the 

distributions of Trivirostra oryza or Eunaticina linneana according to each of the two references.  Jansen also 

describes her ranges in very general terms.  Beechey mentions in the introduction that the ranges of species, at 

least in the less popular or micro families, are easily extended through intensive collecting.  This is certainly 

true from my experience and is one reason why it is satisfying to have a `baseline' set of (specific) distributional  
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data to refer to.  As a Victorian visiting New South Wales Beechey's site helped me in many cases to 

discriminate between finds that were relatively `pedestrian' and those which were possibly more 

biogeographically interesting. 

 Overall the site is quite an impressive resource which should prove very useful to shell collectors and 

researchers, especially those from the south-east of Australia.  It will be interesting to watch as more 

information is added and I offer my congratulations to Des on the work so far.  

       Lynton Stephens 

  Some notes on mollusca in northern NSW 
 

  In March of this year I spent a week with Angus Hawke from Canberra exploring the stretch of coast between 

Angourie and Woolgoolga in northern NSW.  This is an area which includes the exalted Solitary Islands and 

also possesses a couple of renowned shelling beaches.  It did not disappoint.  The coastline here is in many 

places simply glorious to behold and home to an abundance of terrestrial wildlife as well.  Naturally however 

our attention soon turned to molluscs and since this was the first time I had examined the intertidal zone 

anywhere between Sydney and Gladstone it was quite a learning experience. 

 

 Many factors combine to make this a particularly interesting area in terms of marine life.  Overall the balance of 

the molluscan fauna here is tilted towards a predominance of tropical, subtropical and endemic species, 

however many of our southern molluscs are also present, sometimes surprisingly so.  The biodiversity here is 

possibly relatively dynamic due to seasonal variations in the occurrence of some tropical species.  Locals report 

that it is common for certain species to appear suddenly, continue to be seen for a year or a few years and then 

disappear again for a considerable time.  Being approximately half way between Sydney and Brisbane (roughly 

a five hour drive from either city) the molluscan life here has probably not been collected or studied as 

intensively as other parts of the coast and surprising discoveries may be made.  This applies especially to the 

smaller species, but also to larger molluscs.  In the Australasian Shell News of December 2001 Steve Smith 

formally reported Tridacna maximus from NSW for the first time (local SCUBA divers had known about them 

for a while).  We found at least three but possibly five species which appear to be unrecorded from NSW 

though some of the micromolluscs would undoubtedly fall into this category also. 

 

 The southern side of Woolgoolga headland is a famous shelling spot, primarily because of one species – the 

small volute Lyreneta laseroni.  This elegant species is an iconic rarity for beachcombers and is endemic to a 

short stretch of coastline in northern NSW.  Des Beechey reports that the Australian museum has only fourteen 

specimens.  Over the years `many' have come out of Woolgoolga, however as we learnt finding L. laseroni here 

is no cakewalk.  One local collector had just found his first two specimens (a juvenile and a rather worn and 

damaged adult) after an estimated hundred visits to the site.  Most of the Woolgoolga specimens were found by 

one lady who is reported to have walked the beach on most days of the year, finding only a few specimens each 

year.  So the reputation Woolgoolga has for L laseroni is probably more to do with dedication and perseverance 

than the species being common here.  Several years ago I managed to purchase a lovely specimen which was 

formerly in the Doug Thorne collection (it is labelled as having come from Point Halliday).  After many hours 

at Woolgoolga on hands and knees amongst the shell rubble under a hot sun (and finding no L. laseroni) I felt 

considerably better about the several hundred dollars that it cost me. 

              

 Famously there are no confirmed reports or photographs of the living animal of L. laseroni at least not to my 

knowledge.  One is rumoured to have been trawled alive off Forster many decades ago however this cannot be 

confirmed, perhaps the fishermen found one but did not realise the significance of what they had at the time.  

Many of the classic rarities of conchology have fallen from nobility as their habitats were discovered, good 

examples being Cypraea leucodon, Cymbiola chrysostoma and Conus gloriamaris.  Some such as Cypraea 

guttata are now dirt common on the market.  I find it interesting that the habitat and living animal of Lyreneta 

laseroni remains a mystery to the present day.  Local collector David Tarrant recounted to us the story of a 

hermit crab that had acquired an excellent specimen of L. laseroni and was parading it around the intertidal 

zone.  Needless to say this ostentatious choice of accomodation proved swiftly fatal for the crab. 

 

Besides L. laseroni there are of course many other species of interest at Woolgoolga. The sheer quantity of shells 

on the beach here was staggering, more than at any other locality I have seen.     Most of these were common 
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species in poor quality, piles of Cabanesta spengleri and Thais orbita for example, however inevitably with a 

bit of persistence some interesting things could be found.  Fragments of the rare Turbo exquisitus and Fusus 

brazieri were collected.  Others are mentioned below. 

 

 During our trip we were fortunate to be able to meet up with two local collectors (David Tarrant and `Cooky') 

from Coffs Harbour who were very interesting to talk to and from whom I was grateful to learn quite a lot.  

They were able to show us some fascinating material trawled off northern NSW and also provide information 

on many local species.  Some unexpected tropical species have been trawled here in recent years, examples 

being Harpa amouretta, Ficus and Cypraea hungerfordi f. `coucomi'.  We were shown exceptional specimens 

of Chicoreus denudatus, Livonia mammilla and Charonia lampas rubicunda.  The most outstanding and 

unexpected specimen was a slit shell (Pleurotomaridae) which had recently been trawled alive off northern 

NSW, probably the first record for the state and possibly for the entire east coast. 

 It is obviously not possible to list all the species collected on the trip however I have included below some notes 

applying mainly to a few major families or to especially interesting finds. 

 

TROCHIDAE:  I was surprised that we did not see more evidence of local diversity in this family.  Fewer than 

ten species were collected compared to about forty from one Victorian locality.  Clanculus maugeri was the 

best find.  It was the first time I had collected the attractive pink-spotted species Euchelus ampullus.  

Phasianotrochus eximius is very common up here (abundant at one locality) and displays a range of extravagant 

colour patterns that we do not see in Victoria.  I have only ever collected one shell in Victoria which was not 

uniform olive-green to brown, such `typical' shells are in the minority in northern NSW. 

 

CYPRAEIDAE / OVULIDAE / TRIVIIDAE:  Cypraeidae are one of the dominant families in the area.  We 

found evidence of at least 25 species and many others exist here.  The best find was a specimen of Cypraea 

contaminata I picked up at Woolgoolga headland.  According to local collectors only two have ever been found 

at this locality and perhaps only seven in NSW so far.  Other very rare species in the area include C. stolida, C. 

mappa, C. poraria, C. `punctata' and C. mauritiana.  C. cernica is occasionally beach collected, we did not see 

any however I was able to obtain a 32.6mm trawled specimen.  A few C. guttata have been reported from 

northern NSW, and possibly one C. saulae.  C. hungerfordi f. coucomi has already been mentioned.  

Undoubtedly the most surprising species reported from the area is Cypraea testudinaria.  I was shown the 

single specimen which was allegedly collected by SCUBA diver Wally Gibbins at Diggers Camp several 

decades ago.  Many Ovulidae have been found offshore at the Solitary Islands.  Specimens of Ovula costellata 

were seen here recently.  We collected one dead specimen of Ovula ovum on the mainland.  Amongst the 

Triviidae (and Eratoidae?) Lachryma lachryma is very common in shellgrit at some localities.  It is uncommon 

in Victoria.  Neveria merces is apparently rather rare here compared to southern Australia, only one specimen 

could be found.  Trivirostra oryza and Trivia globosa are not uncommon.  A single Proterato sulcifera was the 

highlight, Beechey illustrates the living animal which has red spots. 

  

NATICIDAE:  Quite a few species in this family were 

present.  Several specimens of Mammilla (or 

Polinces?) simiae were collected, one being quite 

outstanding.  Three M. melanostoma were found, and 

Polinces incei is more common than in Victoria.  A 

damaged specimen of Natica alapappilionis was 

picked up at Woolgoolga.  The best finds were two 

small, solid shells with a golden central band, four fine 

brown interrupted spiral lines and irregular dark brown 

axial flames.  Initially I was perplexed by these, eventually I was able to identify them as Natica lineozonus 

with the help of the recent book `Philippine Marine Molluscs'.  It turns out that this may not be formally 

recorded from NSW yet.  Wilson records it from `north QLD' and provides a description but no photograph.  It 

is not mentioned on Beechey's website.  It is reportedly rare. 

 

  MURICIDAE:  This is one of the most exciting families in the area with many beautiful and interesting species 

to be found.  The striking species Vexillum vexillum is sometimes collected here, all we got however was a  
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fragment.  Several specimens of an eccentric, flattened, white shell (Aspella ?anceps) were collected.  The 

attractive endemic coralliophilid Mipus arbutum is reasonably common.  A fragment of Coralliophilia 

squamosissima was also discovered.  Maculotriton serriale washes up but a pristine specimen proved elusive.  

Fishermen offshore get exceptional specimens of Chicoreus denudatus, also Pterynotus duffusi and Muricopsis 

purpurispinus.  Other species included Cronia margariticola, C. aurantiaca, Morula noduliferus and M. 

nodicostata.  My favorite finds however were of Phyllocoma speciosa, surely one of the most pulchritudinous 

smaller shells in New South Wales.  Good specimens have an elaborate sculpture of beaded spiral ribs and 

prominent raised varices sometimes highlighted with a row of brown maculations.  Two outstanding specimens 

were collected, one is unusual in being predominantly brown in colour with white patches on the varices and a 

pale central band.  It is also in such perfect condition that the fine details of the protoconch are preserved.  A 

much rarer and not dissimilar species is Phrygiomurex sculptilis.  I was very fortunate, and thrilled, to discover 

a large (19mm) specimen amongst shell rubble in a shallow puddle on intertidal reef. 

 

BUCCINIDAE:  This is another family of interest in the area.  Two fragments of the large and beautiful species 

Fusus brazieri turned up.  We found several Peristernia brazieri which is an endemic species with a small 

range in northern NSW (Wilson has it in the genus Nodopelagia).  Also the tropical species Peristernia 

incarnata and the southern shell Cominella eburnea.  The most prominent buccinids however are those in the 

genus Engina.  These included E. australis, E. lineata, E. zonalis, E. incarnata and E. armillata.  Several others 

are rare in the vicinity.  An exciting find was a specimen of the gaudily coloured Engina alveolata.  This is a 

small specimen which I found dead amongst intertidal rubble.  It is another species which appears to be not yet 

on the NSW list.  E. alveolata is not recorded from the state by Beechey.  It is illustrated by Wilson who gives 

the range in Australia as north QLD.  Angus Hawke snorkeled another species which is missing from the state 

list, the colourful shell Caducifer truncatus.  Shells in this genus are unusual in having a deciduous apex, 

similar to Livonia nodiplicata. 

 

OLIVIDAE (and relatives):  Not many species collected but some were quite unusual.  A few specimens of 

Belloliva triticea were taken, two individuals were pure white which I had never seen before.  Two Zemira 

australis were found, this species seems to be more common (at least as a beach shell) in NSW than in Victoria.  

Alocospira marginata is rather common in the area and surprisingly variable in shape, colour and size.  Some 

are very squat with short spires, others are elongate and superficially like A oblonga.  They are much smaller 

than in southern Australia, never much bigger than 20mm and sometimes incredibly small, with one seeming 

adult at just 6.5mm.  Some have typical markings but in other specimens the brown subsutural colouration is 

reduced or entirely absent.  Iredale gave the name dyspetes to the northern form of A. marginata. 

 

TEREBRIDAE:  In addition to the southern Hastula brazieri a few tropical and endemic species may be found.  

Duplicaria bernardi is reasonably common.  Damaged specimens of Terebra ballina and Terebra venilia were 

noted.  Two specimens appear to be Terebra columellaris which is not recorded from NSW however my 

identification is tentative. 

 

CONIDAE:  The southern species Conus anemone was found and the eastern endemics C. papilliferus and C. 

aplustre.  C. rutilus is very rare in the area.  Quite a few tropical species such as C. ebraea, C. chaldaeus, C. 

textile, C. omaria, C. lividus, C. musicus and C. arenatus.  Two living specimens of Conus ammiralis were a 

highlight.  The most common species in the area is C. coronatus.  Good beach finds were C. kermadecensis and 

C. cyanostoma.  Many interesting species are trawled offshore. 

 

OTHERS / MICROMOLLUSCS:  Other exciting finds 

included the spectacular bubble shell Hydatina aplustre, an 

orange specimen of Strombus mutabilis and the elegant turrid 

Pulsarella cognata.  One representative of the pyramidellid 

Colsyrnola sericea was obtained, this species is unusual in 

being rather large for the family (11mm) and also dark brown 

in colour.  The original specimen was dredged from Sydney 

harbour and is gigantic (26mm) but is regarded as a subfossil.  

Laseron recorded several specimens from Queensland and 

described it as `apparently extinct in NSW waters'.   
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As you would expect the shellgrit was interesting and displayed considerable diversity.  The elegant eulimid 

Sticteulima cameroni is reasonably prevalent.  The Triphoridae are particularly rich and many remain 

unidentified at this stage with some probably undescribed. 

 A concatenation of bad luck meant that we were not able to do any SCUBA diving on this trip.  The far north 

of NSW certainly has a diverse and intriguing molluscan fauna and I am looking forward to returning at some 

stage for a chance to explore it in greater detail, particularly in terms of searching for more living animals both 

intertidally and through diving.  We did find a few live molluscs of note and some extravagant Dendrodoris-

type nudibranchs, however most of our intertidal fossicking on this trip was focussed on finding dead 

specimens.   (All illustrations are by the author). 

Lynton Stephens 

April Meeting Report    Member’s night 

 

1. Robert Burn spoke of his recent trip to Tasmania with Jan Watson, David Staples and three other divers. 

They spent a week with Karen Gowlett-Holmes. They were diving vertical walls and Robert was able to 

identify 30 species of nudibranch. Robert also told us about field trips with the Marine Research Group to 

Point Danger, Bancoora/Breamlea, Phillip Island and the Inverloch area. Robert also showed a specimen 

of Cantharidus kingensis from Popes Eye. 

2.    Geoff Macaulay displayed some freshwater mussels from China and some freshwater snails from Burma. 

Geoff also showed some recent acquisitions to his library with Volume 1 of Philippines Marine Molluscs 

by Guido Poppe, Worldwide Door Snails by Hartmut Nordsieck and a copy of Cox’s Monograph of the 

Australian Landsnails. 

3.    Platon Vafiadis reported on his work with Don Cram on the tiny shell Gabrielona nepeanensis. From a 

shell of 2.1mm length the radula was obtained and photographed using light microscopy. The shell was 

taken from algae at Pope’s Eye. Platon is also trying to determine the species range. It was described from 

dead material from Point Nepean but has been found in South Australia, Western Australia to Rottnest 

Island but no material has been found east of San Remo. 

4.   Don Cram brought our attention to a publication available on the World Wide Web called The Cone   

Collector. 

 

May Meeting Report  Members Night.  

 

1.      Robert Burn discussed a paper in “The Records of the Western Australian Museum” on the watering pot 

shells by Brian Martin. Robert also told of a new record for Victorian waters of a nudibranch, Polycera 

capensis, found at Beware Reef off Cape Conran. This species was described from South Africa but has 

been recorded from off Sydney. Robert also showed spectacular photos of nudibranchs from Point 

Lonsdale taken by Platon Vafiadis. 

2. Don Cram showed pictures of the radula and displayed specimens of Victoria’s largest Turrid, Epidrona 

quoyi. 

3.  Geoff Macaulay displayed specimens of cone shells from Palawan in the Philippines. 

4. Simon Wilson and Michael Lyons discussed their recent trip to South Australia where they dived at Rapid   

Bay, Second Valley and Fishery Beach. Their talk was illustrated with slides and specimens of shells they 

collected including Ericusa fulgetrum, Amoria exoptanda and Cypraea reevi. 

Michael Lyons 

June Meeting Report  Members Night. 

 

1.      Bruce Livett spoke on a recent 13 day trip  from Broome to Wyndham on the 61ft. Catamaran  K2O and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

displayed a tray of beach shells collected on the way.  

2.      Robert Burn displayed a stunning set of images taken by Platon Vafiadis of nudibranchs he had recently      

collected. 

3.      Michael Lyons spoke on a recent diving trip to Portsea Pier with Simon Wilson, Geoff Macaulay and            

Tim Forsythe. A report species found will be published in a future bulletin. 

4.      Max Marrow brought in some interesting books including “A Conchological Iconography, Family       

Pectinidae” by Brett Rains and Guido T. Poppe and Brett Rains and an “Encyclopedia of Marine 

Gastropods” by Alain Robin, both published by Conch Books.  He also showed an SEM image of the 

surface of  a minute marine snail of the family Caecidae. Information and illustrations on these shells can 

be found in The Southern Synthesis, pp. 767-763.  

 


