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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 20th October  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a  Members Night.  

 

The November meeting will be held on the 17th.  Our speaker  Bryan Greig-Fry will talk about his research on 

marine venoms in Antarctica and Norway.  This will be preceded by the annual meeting of the Branch and the 

election of Office Bearers. 

  

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

At the annual meeting of the MSA, held prior to the August meeting of the Victorian Branch.   Dr.Mark Norman 

stood down as President of the Society due to family reasons and work commitments. 

 

Nominations were received and the following positions filled: 

 

President: Fred Wells 

Vice President: Kirsten Benkendorff 

Secretary: Rebecca van Gelderen 

Treasurer: Don Colgan 

Membership officer: Dean Hewish 

Journal officer: Winston Ponder 

News letter officer: Des Beechey 

Council members: Fred Bunyard, Chris Bunyard, Don Cram, Bruce Livett 

and Geoff Macaulay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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 Bermagui revisited 

 

 In an earlier bulletin I reported on the molluscan fauna of Point Dickinson, Bermagui, which is one of my 

favorite collecting localities.  Since then I have been able to investigate the site in more detail, primarily during 

July, August and September of 2007 during which I was working in southern New South Wales.  This was just 

after the period of catastrophic weather which resulted in the cargo ship being washed ashore near Newcastle.  

In contrast to previous visits the fine component of the grit (shells between 1 and 5mm) was of high quality and 

diversity.  I was also able to undertake four SCUBA dives at the site.  Overall the collecting resulted in the 

discovery of a vast number of molluscs which I had not seen on previous visits to the locality.  Platon Vafiadis 

also visited Point Dickinson during this time and we have been able to compare a few notes.  In addition Joan 

Hales provided some information on the locality in an edition of `Phasianella' some time ago.  A spreadsheet of 

species recorded from Bermagui which I have been maintaining currently runs to just under 300 although the 

true number is probably closer to 500.  Some of the most interesting finds are summarised below, along with a 

brief description of the diving. 

 

 As on previous visits a notable aspect of the Bermagui fauna was the occurrence of many species typically 

found much further north.  Emblematic of this were the Cypraeidae.  On 16 July 2007 I collected a juvenile 

specimen of a cowrie in the Purpuradusta group, probably fimbriata or minoridens.  Subsequently on 29 July I 

was stunned to find a fully adult specimen of Cypraea clandestina.  The first of September produced two more 

species, a fully adult C. gracilis and astonishingly a juvenile specimen of C. humphreysi.  Later I found 

fragments of C. flaveola and C. xanthodon.  Des Beechey records C. clandestina as far south as Shell Harbour 

and C. gracilis only to Sydney.  During the winter of 2007 I collected the latter species several times, from 

Huskisson, Moruya and Bermagui.  Platon Vafiadis also found a specimen washed up on Boydtown Beach. 

  

 Other northern species included several specimens each of the naticid Mammilla simiae and the attractive 

ranellid Cymatium exaratum.  A subadult specimen of Strombus mutabilis was a surprising find.  Two 

specimens of fissurellid were tentatively identified as Diodora ticaonica.  Probably my favorite shell collected 

from Point Dickinson during the three months was a large (14.9mm) and spectacular specimen of the sundial 

Psilaxis oxytropis (illustrated) found amongst the driftline on 12 August, just after I had completed a dive.  This 

species is at its southern limit here according to the 1977 paper by Garrard.  The very similar species P. 

radiatus occurs at least as far south as Sydney, according to Bieler the two species can be distinguished in 

several ways.  P. oxytropis has a wider umbilicus and a larger protoconch which bears a small white patch 

surrounded by brown which can be seen clearly in my Bermagui specimens.  It should be noted that these 

distinctions contradict what is stated in Jansen's `Seashells of Central New South Wales'.  

  

 An interesting species of coralliophilid was collected several times.  In my previous article I identified these as 

Coralliophilia squamosissima however this was incorrect.  Their probable identity is Mipus nodosus which is 

figured at www.seashellsofnsw.org.au.  Bermagui is the only place so far where I have seen this shell.  

Apparently both C. squamosissima and M. nodosus have broad Indo-Pacific distributions.  The former is 

recorded by Beechey only as far south as Sydney.  M. nodosus can be separated from C. squamosissima by its 

weaker axial sculpture, denser spiral lirae and slightly more elongate profile.  Beechey points out that the 

taxonomy of coralliophilids in south-eastern Australia is rather confused, and confusing.  Purpura sertata was 

described by Hedley, 1903 and Liniaxis elongata by Laseron 1955.  Des seems to tentatively regard both of 

these as synonyms of M. nodosus.  Then there are the Victorian shells Coralliophilia wilsoni and C. `mira'.  A 

specimen I collected at Huskisson in 2002 was initially identified as C. squammosissima however it has dense  

  

  

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/
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spiral sculpture, yet a much shorter spire than the Bermagui shells and is indistiguishable from certain San 

Remo specimens which are taken to be C. wilsoni.  More work appears to be required on this group of shells. 

 

 Many endemic eastern Australian species also approach, or reach, their southern limit at Bermagui.  A number 

of specimens of the trochid Astelena scitula were collected.  This beautiful species is sometimes found in 

Twofold Bay but is extremely rare in Victoria.  Platon Vafiadis collected an intact specimen of the scarce 

abalone Haliotis brazieri, also a fragment of the remarkable discoidal wentletrap Cycloscala jacobiscala.  

Beechey records the former species as far south as Green Cape whilst C. jacobiscala has been collected alive 

from Merimbula by Robert Burn.  A second specimen of Trigonostoma laseroni turned up in the grit.  

Bermagui is currently recognised as the southern end-of-range for this species.  Another exciting find was an 

intact specimen of the impressive trochid Clanculus maugeri.  Although this species is illustrated in `Marine 

Molluscs of Victoria' its existence in our state might be considered controversial.  MacPherson and Gabriel 

mention that they included it on the basis of work by Tenison-Woods, who supplied no specific locality data.  I 

was surprised to see that Des Beechey's website currently gives the southern end-of-range as Westernport Bay.  

I am unaware of any specimens from this area.  Beechey also mentions that there is a record from King Island, 

which he seems to regards as dubious.  Coralie Griffiths (pers comm) cannot recall the species having being 

found in eastern Victoria.  I would be interested to hear from anyone who is aware of any definite records from 

Victoria. 

Although there were many interesting tropical species at Bermagui certain southern Australian shells also made 

rare appearances.  A damaged specimen of Calliostoma armillatum was collected.  This is reportedly an 

extremely rare shell in NSW, however it is recorded as far north as Nowra.  Two broken Clanculus undatus 

were found.  This is also a very rare shell in the area, Beechey records it as far north as Bega which is just south 

of Bermagui.  I found it strange to see C. undatus on the same beach as C. maugeri.  Eunaticina umbilicata is 

also an uncommon shell in NSW.  As mentioned above the microgastropod fauna was found to be very diverse 

and interesting.  Many Eulimidae were collected, and 18 species of Triphoridae.  Several of these appear to be 

not formally recorded from NSW.  Other nice finds amongst the smaller shells were Pisinna castella, Pugnus 

parvus, Emblanda emblematicum and Volvulella tragula.  Two members of the family Capulidae were found, 

the weird shell Icuncula zodiaca (by self, fig A) and the superb Sirius badius (by Platon Vafiadis).  A small 

turbinate gastropod appears to be Crosseola consobrina which was described from Tasmania (fig B is from 

May's original description).  One strange gastropod (fig C) defied my attempts to identify it for several months, 

I finally concluded that it is Iravadia (Pseudonoba) subquadrata.  Laseron's illustration of this shell is 

somewhat misleading in that it does not portray the finely decussate sculpture.  An interesting intertidal find by 

Platon Vafiadis was the large nudibranch Spurilla neapolitana which is an introduction from the Mediterranean.  

It has now also been found at San Remo in Victoria. 

 

Conditions are not often ideal for diving at Point Dickinson since any wind or swell from the north or north-east 

can render it messy.  However on three days I found it to be very calm and the exploratory dives undertaken 

were all highly interesting and enjoyable.  These were more about learning the topography (and fish-spotting) 

than intensive mollusc-hunting however I did observe a few things.  On the first occasion I encountered 

exceptionally good visibility (by shore-diving standards) of approximately 30 metres.  I first entered the water 

via a gutter just to the west of Cowrie Beach (towards the town).  Depth here is minimal, no more than five 

metres with the reef  
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crests rising to about two.  The fish life was quite good and there were many boulders and rock slabs to turn.  

Chitons were abundant and I also observed the many-tentacled bivalves Limatula strangei and Lima nimbifer.   

 

Due to the lack of depth I did not spend much time here however.  A while later I re-entered the water via a 

shallow rock pool around to the right of Cowrie Beach.  Here I located the dive site known as `The Slot'.  This 

is an aptly named gutter with a rock wall on one side forming a sort of natural breakwater from south-east 

swells.  Fish life was excellent in a depth of ten to twelve metres, thanks to the outstanding visibility I was also 

granted a rare underwater look at a pod of dolphins. 
 

 A couple of weeks later I dived `The Slot' again.  On this dive I wasted a lot of time in 10 metres attempting to 

get my underwater camera to work, however after admitting defeat I was able to proceed further out and came 

across a large field of rock slabs in a depth of 15 metres.  Although I did not get time to closely examine it this 

is suggested as a likely place to search for molluscs.  In Feb 2008 I revisited Point Dickinson again with some 

other divers.  On this occasion we only reached a depth of 13 or 14 metres but did observe several typical NSW 

nudibranchs such as Hypselodoris bennetti, Pteraeolida ianthina and Aphelodoris varia.  Other divers have 

seen the famous `Bat-Wing Slug' (Sagaminopteron ornatum) here, a pink and orange species which is capable 

of a spectacular swimming-response if disturbed.  As mentioned in my previous article there is a useful 

treatment of Point Dickinson in Tom Byron's guide to diving in southern NSW.  According to this there is a 

gorgonian patch in a depth of 18 metres slightly to the north-west of `The Slot'.  I am keen to locate this but 

have made no attempt so far.  The main concern when diving at Bermagui is that there is a little bit of boat 

traffic, a dive-flag (which I don't yet own) would be recommended for diving / surfacing further offshore, away 

from the protection of the rocks. 

      Lynton Stephens  

Pugillaria stowae 

 

The discovery of a live specimen of the small siphonariid limpet Pugillaria stowae at Anderson Point, Portland 

by Platon Vafiadis in February 2007 was a minor newsworthy event (VBB 241:3).  Now can be reported the 

discovery of two more live specimens, this time by Joan Hales at Inverloch in early July. Actually, the 

specimens were on a small stone brought home to secure a small chiton and in searching the stone for it, Joan 

noticed movement of a minute lump.  Carefully prising off the lump, Joan discovered a specimen immediately 

recongnizable as Pugillaria stowae.  A second specimen was found nearby on the stone and eventually the 

rather elusive chiton. Like the Portland specimen, the Inverloch specimens are creamy yellow in colour with 

radial streaks of reddish brown, and the apex almost hangs over the rear left margin of the shell.  The animal is 

pale grey. 

Robert Burn 

Buccinulum bednalli 

 

Michael Lyons’ live specimen from 18m at Castle Rock, off  Point Lonsdale, was at the time a new record for 

the Victorian molluscan fauna and a considerable eastward range extension for the species.  Confirmation of the 

species presence in Victorian waters has recently come to hand. When diving at Cottage Reef, Queenscliff, in 

April this year, Geoff Macaulay found a further two specimens, both dead shells, one sub-adult with thin 

apertural lip, the other with mature thickened apertural lip. Collection data to date suggests that Buccinulum 

bednalli  is a shallow subtidal species. 

Robert Burn 

Nerita 

 

The genus name Nerita is among the oldest molluscan names, dating to Linnaeus, 1758 and the establishment 

of binomial taxonomy. Nerita is an old Latin word meaning a sea-mussel resembling the nautilus, hardly 

appropriate considering nerites are gastropods not bivalves, and that nautilids are cephalopods, not gastropods 

or bivalves.  Be that as it may, Nerita is a good genus, used continuously since 1758. 

What appears to be less well-known is that, despite its terminal ― a, Nerita is masculine in gender.  Thus, 

many of the names of species of Nerita, for example the Australian species listed in Wilson’s Australian Marine 

Shells 1 (1993: 40-41) should reflect the masculine gender of the genus: atramentosus, balteatus, costatus, 

grossus, planospirus, plicatus, politus, reticulatus, squamulatus,  undatus.  Nerita chamaeleon does not change 

as it is already masculine. 
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Argonauta is another Linnaeus, 1758 genus ending in ― a  that is masculine in gender, hence the local species 

Argonauta nodosus. 

Robert Burn 

Polycera capensis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1824) 

 

Among the well-known and larger nudibranchs of central and southern NSW, Polycera capensis is a strikingly 

beautiful species.  It grows up to 70mm long but is usually smaller, the slender body is white with a black stripe 

along each side and another along the center line of the back, the head has six long bright yellow tentacles 

projecting forward and the gills have a big bright yellow tentacle standing guard each side.  Though rarely 

found in the intertidal, Dakin in Australian Seashores wrote of finding hundreds of specimens within the 

confines of a sunken dingy exposed during an extremely low tide. 

 

Polycera capensis was originally described from southern Africa, hence the species name capensis, derived 

from the old geographical name, Cape of Good Hope.  In the mid 1920s, it was discovered in Sydney Harbour 

and in 1932, was described by Joyce Allen as the new species Polycera conspicua, a good name for such a 

conspicuous animal.  By the time she published Australian Shells, her species had been synonymized with the 

century –older Polycera capensis.  According to the available pictures of southern African specimens of 

Polycera capensis, it is a rather variable species, sometimes entirely lacking any black pigment.  However, 

animals matching exactly the Australian specimens are well-known. 

 

The species Australian distribution is Port Stephens to Jervis Bay, NSW.  It can now be added to the Victorian 

fauna, based upon an in situ photograph of a specimen seen at Beware Reef, a marine national park 5km 

offshore from Cape Conran, near Marlo, eastern Victoria.  Whether a chance occurrence or a viable population 

remains to be seen. 

 

Good pictures of Polycera capensis can be found in the nudibranch books by Neville Coleman.  

 

Robert Burn 

Echinolittorina Habe, 1956 
 

In wide-ranging revisions of the littorinids of the world’s seas David Reid of the Natural History Museum, 

London, has brought about many taxonomic changes, and introduced both new genera and many new species.  

In early 2007, he published a big paper on Echinolittorina and its Indo-West Pacific species, wherein 

Australia’s species were treated.  Echinolittorina is essentially a tropical genus, with only E. vidua on the east 

coast and E.australis on the west coast occurring in Australia’s temperate waters.  Five species of 

Echinolittorina are reported for Australia. 

 

1. E.austrotrochoides  Reid, 2007 is a new species with type locality Magnetic Island, Queensland.  The range 

is tropical Australia, eastern New Guinea and New Caledonia.  It has been confused with Nodilittorina 

pyramidalis  and is figured under this name in Wilson (1993: pl. 18, fig 5a-b). 

 

2. E. australis (Gray, 1826) is an old species known only from temperate and subtropical Western Australia       

between Esperance and Cape Keraudren.  Littorina nodosa Gray, 1839 and Littorina rugosa Menke, 1843 

are synonyms.  Figured in Wilson (1993: pl 18, fig. 10a-b as australis, pl. 18, fig. 11a-b- as nodosa).  

 

3. E. tricincta Reid, 2007 is another new species, the only reported Australian locality being Magnetic Island,    

Queensland.  Otherwise it ranges from Okinawa through Taiwan, Moluccas, PNG to New Caledonia.  

Shells of E. tricincta have been confused in the past with those of  E. biangulata and  E. philippensis, and 

have often been incorrectly identified as E. subnodosa.  Figured by Rosewater (1970: pl. 384, fig. 10-11 – 

as biangulata).  

 

4. E. melanacme (E.A. Smith, 1876) ranges throughout SE Asia to New Caledonia.  It is abundant in 

Queensland between Lizard Island and Townsville.  Figured in Cernohorsky (1972: pl. 12, fig. 10 – as 

millegrana). 
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5. E.vidua  (Gould, 1859) has a very wide range from India to Japan to northern Australia, with records south 

to Sydney.  Figured in Wilson (1993: pl 18, fig. 9a-b – as millegrana). 
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September Meeting Report  Members night 

 

Geoff Macaulay brought in and spoke about some new books he had recently obtained and a selection of land 

shells, freshwater bivalves and marine shells he had recently added to his collection. 

Books 

Cuba the Landshells paradise by Adrian Gonzalez Guillen - price is actually US$120 + post 

New VISAYA Vol 2 No3 

The Pearly Mussels of New York State by Strayer & Jirka 

Freshwater Mussels of Texas by Howells, Neck & Murray 

The Freshwater Mussels of Tennesee by Parmalee & Bogan/ 
  

 Snails 

Megalobulimus mogianensis Simone & Leme, 1998 Brazil. 

Cyclophorus dodrans from Guangxi China 69mm diam. 

Placostylus sanchristovalensis Cox 1870 from Solomon Islands. 

Sphaerospira sp undescribed from Hayman Is., 
  

Extinct snails 

Gibbus lyonetianus from Mauritius known extinct species with amazing shape. 

Eurystyla viridis from Ile St Marie, Madagascar not collected since 1800s. 

Rachistria aldabrae from Aldabra Atoll, Seychelles: very remote locality and nowhere near as big as the 

Tortoises. Possibly first documented mollusc extinction due solely to climate change with documented reduction 

in rainfall on this atoll and no live specimens found on recent survey. 

  

Freshwater bivalves 

Lamprotula bazini rochecouarti and Schistodesmus lampreyanus   all from China. 

  

Marine Shells 

Species from 2 recent club dives at Blairgowrie in 4-6 m  Conus anemone,  Propefusus pyrulatus,  Penion 

mandarinus,  Cabestana tabulata, and Chlamys asperrimus. 

 From Point Leo in 6m. Thais baileyana Chiton calliozonus   From Philippines red overglazed Cypraea mappa 

green overglazed C mappa and  Cyp broderipii. 

Michael Lyons displayed and spoke on some Victorian wentletraps, including a large specimen of Opalia 

australis,  Opalia granosa, Epitonium jukesianum and Epitonium minora (or is it E. philippinarum)? 

Lynton Stephens displayed some interesting shells from his collection including a specimen of the rare 

Austroharpa exquisita (Iredale, 1931). 

Don Cram 

 

A report on the talk by Ass. Prof. Rob Day from Melbourne University at the August meeting entitled  “Will 

the ill wind of abalone disease produce better management by the fishing industry” will be published in the 

next Bulletin. 


