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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 16th February  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

 

The March meeting will be held on the 16th 

 

The speaker will be Daniel Edinger, a professional shell diver from Western Australia, who specialises in Zoila. 

Daniel is the son of Andrew Edinger who has pioneered the discovery of many rare and exotic Zoila forms. 

Daniel will have spectacular images of Zoila and also some shells for sale. I hope we achieve a good turnout for 

this meeting! 

 

 

Raffle & Supper as usual 

 

Meeting dates for 2009 

 

February    16th                                           March 16th                                                    April 20th 

May 18th                                                     June 15th                                                       August 17th 

September 21st                                           October 19th                                                  November 16th  

 

There will be  no meeting in July. 

 

Office Bearers are holding the same positions as in 2008 refer to Bulletin 242.  Feb/March. 

The only exception being Simon Wilson who will take over from Alena Bubenicek as Librarian.  On behalf of 

the committee and all members we say thank you to Alena for the way she has looked after the library for us.                                             

 

.  

The Western Australian Shell Club will be hosting the Eighth National Shell Show to be held at the South 

Fremantle Football Club Parry Street  Fremantle, W.A. 6100 from 19th – 21st February 2010.   

If you wish to express interest, and receive future newsletters about the Show (by email where possible), send 

contact details to merv@perthshells.com or WA Shell Club Secretary, P.O. Box 175, Rockingham, West 

Australia. 6168.  Those who register will, of course, receive future newsletters. 

  

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Chairman’s Report for 2008    

 
This meeting brings to an end my 18th year as Chairman of the Victoria Branch of our Society. When I took over 

from Jack Austin, we were still having meetings at the old Victoria Museum – in the foyer of the theatrette and 

finally in the theatrette itself. These last meetings were preceded by dusting down the seats from all the cement dust 

caused by the builders converting our old Museum to suit the National Library. 

When we were finally forced to move we were fortunate to be able to take up “residence” with the Melbourne 

Camera Club in their premises in Dorcas Street. 

 

Here at the Camera Club we don’t have any of these problems and, with no security forcing us to leave at 10 pm. 

sharp as was the case at the Museum, we are left to our own devices and leave when we are ready.  This gives us, I 

think, more relaxed meetings where, when the meeting is over members can spend more time chatting and poring 

over exhibits that members may have brought along. 

 
During the year we heard from Corallie Griffiths who sent photos of the Floods and then fires that affected Lakes 

Entrance early in the year. Bruce Livett was fortunate to be “Trawling” the internet when he came upon a site that 

was broadcasting a live presentation by “Toto” Olivera who was giving a Centennial Address on the evolution of 

cone shells and the development of their toxins as drugs. Bruce recorded this and we were able to see the DVD at 

our March meeting.  At our August meeting we had a very interesting speaker in Associate Professor Rob Day from 

Melbourne University. He spoke of the abalone disease that had affected Victoria’s coastline and how management 

and divers had been working together to contain the disease. August also was the meeting when we were first 

advised that Mark Norman would be standing down as President of the Society due to pressure of work and, in 

particular, the health of his wife who was recovering from an accident with a horse.  We wish them both well for the 

future and thank Mark for his diligence in the past. 

Other meetings were of a “members night” variety and it is pleasing to see that members support this and bring 

along their contributions.  A lot of work goes into this and members are to be thanked for their efforts. 

Finally I would like to thank all the members of our committee for their contribution to the running of our branch. 

On behalf of the committee and myself, I wish all members a safe and prosperous 2009. 

Fred Bunyard Chairman                                                                                   

 Another rare columbellid from San Remo 

   A little while ago Platon Vafiadis presented me with a bag of shellgrit which he had collected from San Remo 

on the 9th and 10th of  July 2008.  Sorting through this I was pleased to an encounter a species which I had never 

seen before – the columbellid Aesopus pallidulus.  This is a small shell (4.2mm), pale yellow-brown in colour 

with a fusiform shape and convex whorls, sculptured with many fine spiral ribs (about 9 on the penultimate 

whorl) and very fine axial growth striae in the interstices.  The most distinctive feature is the apex, which is 

densely ornamented with axial ribs. 

 

A.pallidulus was originally described by Hedley in 1906 on the basis of a single specimen 

found on Manly Beach by a Miss L. Parkes.  Shortly prior to publication Hedley examined a 

second specimen which was collected off the Derwent River and presented to him by W. L. 

May, who later illustrated it in the 1923 book `Tasmanian Shells'.  Hedley initially considered 

the species to be a turrid in the genus Mitromorpha.  Currently the only photograph of A. 

pallidulus which I am aware of is the one on Des Beechey's website, 

www.seashellsofnsw.org.au.  On the basis of specimens he has personally examined Beechey 

gives a conservative distribution from Point Halliday to Sydney, NSW.  However the species 

is also listed in `Marine Molluscs of Victoria' and I was recently able to examine the 

specimens in the museum.  There are only four specimens in the dry collection, all ex-Gabriel, 

which were collected from the Port Albert / Wilsons Prom area.  Two of these are well-

preserved, the other two are rather worn however they all seem to be correctly diagnosed.  

One specimen in the wet collection proved to be a misidentification, another specimen is very 

juvenile and/or broken but appears to be A. pallidulus.  This came from southern Port Phillip 

Bay.  Joan Hales believes that she has also seen it in the Inverloch region.  According to Verco the species is 

also found in South Australia. 

  

  

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/
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Des  Beechey points out that the treatment of A. pallidulus in Wilson's `Australian Marine Shells' appears to be 

incorrect.  The illustration lacks any indication of an axially-sculptured protoconch and Des considers that the 

figure and text actually refer to A. plurisulcatus.  However the latter species generally has less convex whorls.  

An alternative is that Wilson's illustration simply overlooked the apical sculpture, or was based on a very poor 

specimen of A. pallidulus in which the apex is worn completely smooth.  One of Gabriel's specimens is of this 

kind. 

 

  At least seven species in south-eastern Australia have, at various times, been attributed to the genus Aesopus.  

In a recent bulletin I figured A. australis and A. cassandra.  Since writing this I have found two more 

specimens, an outstanding A. cassandra from north of Woolgoolga and an A. australis from Congo.  The latter 

is the first of its kind I have seen in NSW, Beechey describes it as `very uncommon'.  A. plurisulcatus has 

already been mentioned, it is also uncommon in out state.  So far I have only collected it from the Point Leo / 

Merricks Beach area, also one each from Batemans Bay and Huskisson in NSW.  A. spiculum is a beautiful 

tropical species which Beechey records as far south as Sydney.  Wilson tentatively referred Hedley's shell 

Mangilia hilum to this genus however elsewhere is has been retained as a turrid in the genus Austropusilum 

(e.g. Jansen, 1995 and Monger, 2008).  The most obscure of them is Aesopus solidus (see May, 1923 or May, 

1911).  With the exception of A. australis Beechey uses the genus Aesopus inside quotation marks to indicate a 

general dissatisfaction with the current classification.  The type species of Aesopus is A. japonicus however at 

present I cannot locate a photograph of this shell. 

 

 Overall A. pallidulus would seem to be a rare species in central Victoria.  One other rare columbellid from San 

Remo which was mentioned in an earlier bulletin is Anachis remoensis (perhaps more correctly placed in the 

genus Zafra).  Since writing that article I have seen three more examples of this shell.  Two decent specimens 

came out of shellgrit collected 25 Sep 2008 from Silverleaves Beach, near Rhyll.  Previously a superb specimen 

was shown to me by Alan Monger, this was taken alive by the Marine Research Group on their expedition to 

the Portland region. 

       Lynton Stephens 

Maoricolpus roseus moving westward in Victoria 

 

The introduced turrutellid Maoricolpus roseus appears to be slowly spreading westward in Victorian 

waters. It is a common shell in Tasmania and is found up the east coast of Australia as far as southern 

Queensland. People who have visited Boydtown on the shores of Twofold Bay in southern New South 

Wales would be familiar with this shell as it is commonly washed ashore there. 

 

In late 2001 I found a living example washed ashore at Waratah Bay. This was the first time this shell had 

been found west of Wilson’s Promontory. In the December 2008 edition of Phasianella, under the heading 

“An Unwelcome Find”, it is reported that Angus Hales collected a live specimen at Inverloch on December 

3
rd

. It was attached to a rock and is the first record of the species from the Anderson’s Inlet/Bunurong area. 

On 05/01/2009 with this news fresh in my mind I was shocked to find a small specimen with a hermit crab in 

possession whilst diving in 18 metres of water off Portsea. Given that this species is known to form massive 

aggregations (see Australian Marine Life by Graham Edgar) I hope that this shell is not in the process of 

colonising the Port Phillip Bay. 

Michael Lyons 

Parastrophia 

Parastrophia erseusi would appear to have a far wider Australian distribution than central Victoria to southern 

Western Australia, as claimed in my note upon this species (VBB 242: 5, 2008).  Since then, I have been able to 

consult Klaus Bandel’s Phylogeny of the Caecidae (Hamburg, 1996) wherein some Australian specimens are 

beautifully figured with SEM photographs.  P. queenslandica from Hope Island and P. cygnicollis  from the 

Capricorn Group are both figured from Australian Museum material.  In consideration of the distinctive ring-

like varix of the protoconch aperture in P. erseusi  it is obvious that Bandel has misidentified the specimen he 

calls P. cygnicollis.  P. erseusii  should be added to the Queensland fauna.   

His figure of the shell of P. queenslandica would suggest that this is a good species, their being neither the 

gently flaired apertural end of the protoconch (P. cygnicollis) nor the ring-like varix at this point (P. erseusi). 

 

Robert Burn 
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October meeting report 

 

Chris Bunyard showed a tray of shells from Keppel Bay and reported on a Murex that was grown from eggs in 

a lounge room in St Johns County Florida. Chris also displayed an Epitonium from 300metres in the Timor sea 

that she could not identify. 

Lynton Stephens showed some books he had recently purchased,  1. Phylogeny and Evolution of the Mollusca 

Winston Ponder and David Lindbery. 2. Mitridae Costellariidae   Alain Robin and John-Claude Martin. 3. 

Recent Cancellariidae   Jens Hemmen. 

 

Geoff Macaulay   gave a talk on diving at Sorrento pier and showed some books and trays of terrestial molluscs 

from his collection and his report follows - 

 

Firstly last club dive Sorrento pier on night of October16th with maximum depth about 3.5m. Water is starting 

to warm up but not a lot of interesting molluscs on this occasion Michael collected a pair of Cypraea piperita. I 

found a nice Haliotis scalaris fresh dead and have collected this species alive in rubble here previously. Also a 

large single valve of Mesopeplum tasmanicum in rubble and a single specimen of Austromitra tasmanica on  

sand closer in to the shore. Unfortunately with numb hands and gloves I lost contact with my collecting bag 

somewhere in the last few minutes of the dive.  The only specimens collected were a few Marginella from a 

patch of white sand in 1.5m. 

Three publications were brought in. 

Basteria Vol 72 No4-6 (2008)with many articles on land snails. 

Archiv fur Molluskenkunde Vol 136 (2) 2007 with articles on Madagascan Kalidos and southern Chinese   

Clausiliids. 

Malacologia Vol 27 no2  (1986) specifically an article on Pararhytida from New Caledonia with 6 species 

referred to the genus.  

  

Shells displayed (all terrestrial) were 

Pararhytida mouensis collected at Mt Mou New Caledonia in 1994 

Pararhytda cf dictyodes from central mountains New Caledonia and recently acquired. 

Celetaia persculpta a Viviparid from volcanic lakes in central Sulawesi where several large species radiations 

have occurred. 

Contramelon howardi from an isolated locality in the Flinders Ranges 

Hendersonina herdersoni from Cuba. Liguus fasciatus achatinus & fasciatus cf guitarti also from Cuba 

Massylaea rerayana from Morocco. 

Oospira miranda a Clausiliid from Vietnam and Tropidauchenia fuchsi from southern China and unusual in the 

Clausiliidae for having a coloured/banded shell. Plicaxis perakensis a very elongated species from Malaysia 

Kalidos antsepkensis from Madagascar.   

Also a number of species from Chile and Peru including in no particular order 

Scutalus spp cf grandiventris Strophocheilus pachychilus Bulimulus helenae Systrophia peruviana  decagyra 

and  obvoluta Bostryx eremothauma  spp Plectostylus araucanus. 

A number of small Endodontids mainly from the South Is. of New Zealand including  Aeschrodomus stipulatus 

Cavellia mutabilis and C. reeftonensis, Flammulina perdita and F.   zebra  Obanella rimutaka Paralaoma regia 

Phenacohelix pilula Phrixignathus liratulus and  marginata, Pulchridomus barbatula, Rotadiscus jamiesoni 

Thalassohelix igniflua, Therasia thasia and Cytora chiltoni. 

Geoff Macaulay 

Records of the Mathers Landing Formation  
 

Introduction 

 In a preliminary investigation of the material at an area known as Maher’s Landing, an area five kilometres east 

of the township of Inverloch situated in Anderson’s Inlet in Southern Victoria was undertaken. The area is of 

minimal wave action, but a strong tidal influence appears to have either eroded the top soil and dispersed it over 

a wide area, or eroded the top soil thereby exposing the strata and semi fossiliferous material underneath. A more 
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extensive examination was supposed to be undertaken at the start of 2008, but medical issues prevented that, 

and a more realistic time frame would now be late 2009 or early 2010. Although not able to accurately 

determine the age of the Maher’s Landing Formation, specimens of Anadara trapezia held in the collection of 

Museum Victoria dated at 10k, appear to be of the same antiquity as those recovered by the author. 

 

Material and Methods.  A number of random specimens were chosen for this exercise and were measured and 

photographed. Further investigation of the site needs to be undertaken to understand the full extent of the 

previous fauna. 

 

Anadara trapezia, (Deshayes, 1840) 10k years old 

 

In its live state they are found in estuarine tidal flats and seagrass beds 

(Queensland Government 2003) from southern coastal waters to Fraser Island on 

the southern Queensland coastline. They normally grow to about 70 mm 

occasionally reaching 180 mm. They are filter feeders and remove impurities 

from the water allowing the seagrass beds to breed. In a personal communication 

with Coralie Griffiths of Lakes Entrance she spoke of a time when A. trapezia 

was harvested at Corinella which caused an upset in the ecological balance of 

the area and the sea grass was thus destroyed in the process. 

The specimens observed were complete adult pairs, with no juvenile pairs or 

single valves sited. The first sightings of Anadara trapezia were in 2001 when 

they were exposed by the receding tide. Subsequent inspections of the site 

revealed good quality single valves of the upper level and semi exposed pairs 

below the surface. Houchin, in 1912 observed the faunal composition exposed 

in the sinking of a drainage tank at Glanville in South Australia, where at a 

depth of 5.3 metres in a strata 60 centimetres thick containing Anadara trapezia and Ostrea angasi. A. trapezia 

are now believed to be extinct in Victorian Waters. The pictured specimens are 48 and 49 mm wide.   

 

Ostrea angasi    

 

In its live state the young attach themselves to stones and various species of shells. They 

have also been found in the Pleistocene Beds of West Melbourne in Port Phillip Bay in 

the old beach deposits (McPherson and Gabriel) the pictured specimens  are 80 mm and 

115 mm wide. 

 

Cabestana spengleri, 10k years old  (a) In its live state it is found among rocks and cunjevoi on exposed 

rocky shores, intertidally and down to 80m. Its distribution includes Caloundra in Queensland to Albany in 

Western Australia, as well as Tasmania and New Zealand. The pictured specimen here is 80 mm high, but they 

do grow much larger. The fact that they are reported as a common beach shell in New South Wales (NSW) is 

supported here, but the quality and the quantity of the specimens suggests that there has been little wave action 

to distribute them at this site. 

Penion mandarinus (Gray, 1839) (b) It was previously described by Gray as Austrosipho grandis. In its live 

state it lives in sand, under or near rocks or reefs. The specimens here are both 95 mm high. 

 

Dicathais orbita (Gmelin,1791)  (c)   In its live state is found on rock platforms or under rocks. This specimen 

is 71 mm high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      a                                                          b                                                                c 
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Results 

From the literature it could be conceived that at some times in the past the location has been both an estuarine 

tidal flat with seagrass beds and a rocky exposed shore with cunjevoi (NSW) Observations of the area known 

as Flat Rocks west of Inverloch has seen the area covered by sand in a very short time destroying a plentiful  

population of molluscs including Aplysia sp With the passing of a few months the sand was washed away and 

the life stated to appear soon after would support the scenarios proposed here.  

References: 

 

Department of Mines and Energy, South Australia, Quaternary Molluscs of South Australia, D.J. Woolman, 

Govt. Printer 1984 

MacPherson, J and Gabriel, C.J 1962, Marine Molluscs of Victoria.S 

 Queensland Government, 2003 Ark cockle, Anadara trapezia, Department of Primary Industries, 

http://www2.dpi.qld.gov.au/fishweb/2587.html  retrieved 22nd February 2008 

NSW http://seashellsofnsw.org.au/Ranellidae/Pages/Cabestana_spengleri.htm  Retrieved 22nd February 2008   

 

Author: Eddie Beulke, PO Box 591, Morwell, 3840 

 November meeting report 

 

This was our annual meeting which included the election of office bearers . Contributions from several 

members followed. 

Geoff Macaulay showed a tray of fresh water shells from India and also some specimens collected while diving 

at Madang PNG. 

Simon Wilson showed some shells collected while diving in Thailand including an unidentified Spondylus. 

Platon Vafiadis showed a specimen of Haliotis brazieri (Angas, 1869) he had collected at Bermagui NSW and 

also beach specimen of Strutholaria scutulata from Boydtown.  

 Lynton Stephens showed some specimens of Cypraea hungerfordi and a specimen of Cypraea kuroharai he 

had recently acquired.  

 

  Distributions of some trochaceans in south-eastern Australia    Lynton Stephens 
 

 Clanculus maugeri is a impressive trochid, rather large for the genus, which is illustrated in Macpherson and 

Gabriel's `Marine Molluscs of Victoria.'  In a recent bulletin (#246, Oct/Nov 2008) I reported finding this 

species at Bermagui in southern NSW but questioned whether it should remain on the Victorian list.  

Macpherson & Gabriel included it in the book on the basis of a comment by Tenison-Woods, who cited no 

locality data.  Wilson included Victoria in the range, possibly following MMOV.  However several experienced 

collectors I asked all stated that they have never seen it in Victoria. 

 

 In the previous article I also noted, with some incredulity, that Des Beechey on his internet site 

www.seashellsofnsw.org.au gives Westernport Bay as the southernmost end-of-range for this species on the 

mainland.  In an email Des has kindly informed me that his record is based on an Australian Museum specimen 

collected by Ivan Marrow in 1967 from Somers, which is north-east of Point Leo and Balnarring.  This is very 

surprising however such `extra-limital' records of seashells do occur occasionally.  Amongst the trochaceans I 

can give two other examples, both from Jack Austin who has scrutinised the beaches of Westernport Bay for 

several decades.  Astele scitulum is a calliostomatid which is moderately common in NSW and recorded as far 

south as Mallacoota in eastern Victoria.  However many years ago Jack collected one at Cat Bay on Phillip 

Island.  This shell was sent to Robert Burn, who confirmed the identification, however the specimen was 

crushed by Australia Post in the return mail.  Fortunately Jack subsequently found a second shell at the same 

locality.  Even more unexpectedly Cotton reported collecting six beached specimens in 1934 from Robe, South  

Australia.  Another surprising find by Jack was a specimen of Phasianotrochus bellulus in Westernport Bay.  

This species is normally restricted to WA, SA and the extreme west of Victoria. 

 

 Recently I came across a second Victorian record of Clanculus maugeri.  According to www.ozcam.gov.au the 

Museum of Victoria holds a specimen dredged from 65 metres of water off Wilson's Promontory in 1981 and 

identified by Robert Burn.  So it seems C. maugeri can be retained on the Victorian list after all.  It is a striking 

shell and even in NSW quite uncommon. 

  

http://www2.dpi.qld.gov.au/fishweb/2587.html
http://seashellsofnsw.org.au/Ranellidae/Pages/Cabestana_spengleri.htm
http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/
http://www.ozcam.gov.au/

