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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 15th June at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

 

There will be no Meeting in June.  A Bulletin will be issued prior to the August meeting  which will be held on 

17th.  

 

Thanks again to Jack Austin for the $100.00 received selling craft shells to Garden World.  It is much 

appreciated.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 
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Cymatium labiosum  (Wood, 1828) 

 

The Kent Group, including Deal and Erith Islands, lies not far off Wilsons Promontory.  It would have been nice 

to claim the following species as a new record for the Victorian molluscan fauna, but politically, like most of 

Bass Strait, the Kent Group is part of Tasmania.  In the early 1970s, staff of Museum Victoria participated in an 

expedition to the Kent Group.  Nearly 40 years later, unidentified  molluscan specimens from the expedition still 

come to light for addition to the Museum’s data-base. 

 

One such species is Cymatium labiosum (Wood, 1828). A single live-taken preserved specimen from the Kent 

Group now identified is in the Museum’s collection.  It was collected at about 20m depth at Deal Island.  It is 

approximately 25mm long, with thickened lip to the aperture, very short anterior canal and the protoconch 

whorls are dark reddish brown whereas the rest of the shell is fawny brown. 

 

Wilson, 1993 (Australian Marine Shells, vol. 1, p.248) gives the distribution of C. labiosum as Indo-West 

Pacific, south to Albany, WA and central NSW.  It also occurs in New Zealand, as well as the tropical Atlantic.  

This record from Deal Island extends the range south to the Bass Strait area.  Jansen, 1995 (Seashells of central 

NSW, p. 49) has the distribution as "All Australian states," but there is no mention of C. labiosum in molluscan 

lists for Victoria, Tasmania or South Australia.  The figure of C.labiosum in Powell, 1979 (New Zealand 

Mollusca, pl.33, fig.3) matches exactly the Deal Island specimen; other figures of shells from Japan, the Arabian 

Gulf, the Caribbean and Cape Verde Archipelago indicate that the anterior canal varies considerably in length. 

 

Robert Burn 

Two recent papers: implications for Victoria 

 

Nakano, T. & Ozawa, T. 2007, Worldwide phylogeography of limpets of the order Patellogastropoda: 

molecular, morphological and palaeontological evidence.  Journal of Molluscan Studies 73: 79-99. 

 

 Among the results of this research, the family Acmaeidae is synonymized with the Lottiidae, and the Patelloida 

profunda group of species is separated off as the new genus Eoacmaea in the new family Eoacmaeidae as the 

most basal unit in the Patellogastropoda.  The southern Australian species known to us variously over the years 

as Actinoleuca calamus, Patelloida calamus or Patelloida profunda calamus, should now be known as 

Eoacmaea calamus.  Curiously, throughout the paper, there is no mention of Actinoleuca as a genus, nor of its 

possible relationship to species assigned to Eoacmaea. Patelloida profunda ivani Christiaens, 1975 from 

Dampier, NW Australia is the only other Australian representative of Eoacmaea, where it is accorded species 

status. 

Malaquias, M.A.E. & Reid, D.G. 2008.  Systematic  revision of the living species of Bullidae ( Mollusca: 

Gastropoda: Cephalaspidea), with a molecular phylogenetic analysis.  Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 

153: 453-543. 

Fortunately, only one species of this family, Bulla quoyii, occurs along the Victorian coastline.  Tropical and 

subtropical areas are not so fortunate, and the lengthy synonymies given for various species indicate the great 

difficulties authors and collectors have experienced over the years when trying to satisfactorily identify species.  

The authors recognize 12 species worldwide, including the new species Bulla arabica from the Red Sea and 

Persian Gulf.  These 12 species have between them been given 72 specific and 16 variental names.  Bulla quoyii 

is the only temperate species of the genus, and it is distributed "from the Abrolhos Islands on the west coast of 

Australia, all along the southern coast; in northern Tasmania and on the east coast as far north as Sydney and 

Newcastle.  In New Zealand it is known from the northern parts of the North Island.  It is present in Lord Howe 

Island and the Kermadec Islands."  At 60mm shell length it is the largest species in the family. 

Other species of Bulla occurring in northern Australia are: vernicosa Gould, 1859, Shark Bay to Brisbane; 

orientalis Habe, 1950, north-eastern Australia, Coral Sea and Lord Howe Island; ampulla Linnaeus, 1758, 

western and northern Australia from Shark Bay to Cape York (eastern Australian records are possibly all 

subfossil). 

Robert Burn 
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 Some diving in southern NSW.     . 

 

 In mid-March 2008 I was able to spend a few days SCUBA diving in southern NSW with a group from Monash 

University.  We based ourselves at the caravan park at Boydtown with access to a portable compressor and a 

small zodiac runabout which we launched straight off the beach.  Much of the diving involved the wreck of the 

Tasman Hauler which is a very enchanting dive but not particularly rich in terms of invertebrates.  However 

two other sites visited produced a welcome diversity of molluscs and other marine life and may be of interest to 

some of our `amphibious' club members. 

 The first site is Tathra Wharf, a short drive north of Merimbula.  This is a large and impressive structure on the 

northern side of a rocky headland and with swells and winds from the south-east we had sheltered conditions 

ideal for diving it.  There are several possible entries.  Most divers apparently clamber down the rock slope at 

the end of the road, to the right of the wharf, however staggering down here in full SCUBA gear looked fairly 

hazardous to me and I found it preferable to enter from the left.  This is also a little bit steep but not at all 

treacherous, it was quite easy to take my gear down as a few separate components, get ready on the rock 

platform and then do a giant-stride entry.  Exit is a cinch via the ladder.   

 

 We did not actually examine the terrain under the pier too closely, rather we swam out to the north-east where a 

rocky reef slopes down to a sandline, the depth reaching at least 15 metres but probably more further along.  

The sessile invertebrate life here is some of the most colourful that I have seen with an impressive array of 

ascidians, sponges and so forth.  Some enormous Mopsella gorgonians were present, swaying almost 

imperceptibly in the water column but alas no specimens of the ovulid Prosimnia semperi could be discerned 

living upon them.  However on boulders and amongst sponges I did manage to find some interesting mollusca – 

nudibranchs were very prominent with the most common being the iconic `Blue Dragon' (Pteraeolida ianthina).  

There were also several specimens of Aphelodoris varia, Ceratosoma amoena and the spectacular Hypselodoris 

bennetti.  The latter two species were observed in the process of mating. 

 

 Most exciting however were two specimens of the beautiful Chromodoris thompsoni, a species that is also 

recorded from Victoria.  This is a small (~15mm) animal, pale blue in colour with brighter blue annulae.  I did 

two dives at the site, the first without my camera and the second with, C. thompsoni was frustratingly 

unlocatable on the second dive.  Gastropods included Cymatium parthenopeum, Ranella australasiae, Mitra 

glabra and Ericusa sowerbyi, the latter species dead and in possession of a hermit crab.  Overall Tathra is a 

very interesting site and a very easy one to dive also.  We dived during the day but I would be very keen to 

explore it at night.  Not the place for anyone who has an aversion to stingrays, however, since they are common 

here and we had fairly point-blank encounters with them.  The highlight of my second dive came whilst I was 

attempting to photograph a nudibranch at 15m.  A large, inquisitive ray swooped out from behind the bommie 

and soared directly over and behind my head.  Hugging the rock ledge and glancing over my left shoulder I was 

granted an extremely close view of the animal's underside and formidable barb. 

 

 The second interesting site was one that we dubbed `East Cardinal Mark' since it is directly under and in the 

vicinity of the channel marker just off the point at the southern end of Boydtown Beach.  We had initially 

headed out in the zodiac to dive the Tasman Hauler but rather daunting swells forced our puny vessel into a 

whimpering retreat back towards the shore.  ECM was dived as an afterthought, since conditions were far more 

sheltered there, and through astonishingly good luck it turned out to be an excellent site.  Depth here is no more 

than ten metres and the terrain consists, like Tathra, of a complex rocky reef trending to sandline. 

 

 The reef is a typical NSW `barrens' habitat dominated by the sea urchin Centrostephanus rodgersii, however it 

again yielded some interesting nudibranchs.  The Blue Dragon P. ianthina was common in a variety of sizes.  It 

must be close to its southernmost end-of-range here since it is not recorded from Victoria to my knowledge.  H. 

bennetti and C. amoena were again sighted.  On a second dive the others saw Chromodoris cf. splendida and 

the familiar blue-and-yellow Tambja verconis.  An interesting find was a living specimen of the umbrella shell 

Umbraculum umbraculum, a limpet-like species with a large warty-looking animal.  I had thought that this 

species must also be close to its southern limit however Coralie Griffiths reports it from Bass Strait as far 

around as the Sale area.  Many specimens of Tylodina scutulata were seen in possession of hermit crabs.  The 

fish life here was particularly striking, superior to any of the other sites visited.     At one stage we were graced  
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with the imposing presence of almost ten large Eastern Blue groupers.  Divers surfaced full of exclamations at 

the serendipity of our afterthought-dive and in a case of `icing' a pod of dolphins escorted us back to shore. 

 

 Although it would be quite arduous ECM could potentially be dived from the shore.  As is common with 

inshore dive-sites we found the visibility to be much better at high tide however at this time it might not be 

possible to access the end of the point and if so this would necessitate quite a bit more surface-swimming than 

at low tide.  With a boat of any description it becomes extremely easy. 

 

 I made some attempt to check out the beaches around Eden during my time there.  An outstanding find was a 

spectacular specimen of Austroginella muscaria, with vivid pink and orange colouration almost reminiscent of 

the tropical cowries which become rust-stained from living on shipwrecks.  However apart from this the 

beaches were impoverished and there was very little to be found.  One interesting non-molluscan item a dead 

turtle.  I have heard of divers seeing live turtles at Montague Island but was quite surprised to see one belly-up 

on the sand at Boydtown Beach. 

         Lynton Stephens 
 

Spondylus tenellus (Reeve, 1856) collected live at Portsea (Port Phillip Bay) 
 

After some 250+ dives off Portsea (Port Phillip Bay) there are potentially few mollusc discoveries for one to 

make. One of the species that had remained a mystery to my regular diving buddy & I was Spondylus tenellus.  

 

Back on the 20th July 2006 I observed a large but very poor condition specimen @3m depth on rubble near 

reef to the west of the Portsea pier. This was not collected due to the poor condition of the shell. Following this 

we saw no sign of the species not even a single dead valve despite many dives in the area. 

  

Fast forward to the 13th August 2007 when on a solo late afternoon dive I collected a small but perfect very 

fresh dead specimen under rock on rubble at the base of an undercut ledge system @11m depth. Over the next 

20 months or so despite numerous dives in the same general area again no sign of this species has been seen. 

  

Finally on the 16th May 2009 on a night dive in very poor conditions it appears the mystery may have been 

solved. While diving along a narrow undercut ledge system I collected a live specimen of Spondylus tenellus 

from 11-12m depth. This excellent specimen is 76mm in height with a mauve and white colour. So the species 

definitely occurs at Portsea in the southern end of Port Phillip Bay but perhaps is rather uncommon. 

  

Interestingly I have found this species to be quite common in South Australia. Multiple specimens being 

observed from relatively few dives at locations on both the Fleurieu & Yorke Peninsula's. 

Simon Wilson 

  

Report on South Australian trip. Power Point presentation given by Michael Lyons at the May Meeting 

 

On Friday evening 17th April Simon Wilson and I drove to Cape Jervis in South Australia where we met up 

with fellow Mal Soc members, Lynton Stephens and Geoff Macaulay, who had arrived earlier in the day. 

 

We arrived at our accommodation early in the morning on Saturday and found Geoff and Lynton looking at 

shells they had collected during a night dive at the jetty at Rapid bay the previous evening including a very nice 

Cassis fimbriata collected by Geoff. 

 

After a short interval we were met by Luke, a South Australian based diver that Simon had corresponded with 

over the internet, and the five of us then headed to our intended diving location. It was about 30 minutes away 

and situated on the shores of Backstairs Passage – the narrow stretch of water separating Kangaroo Island from 

the mainland. To get to the site we had to follow a rough dirt track through a national park and then steep 

farmland, though several gates down to water level. Arriving at the site we suited up and made our way down a 

perilous slope to the waters edge and looked for a suitable entry point where the wind driven waves were not too 

rough. A smooth entry was particularly important for Luke as he was carrying several thousands of dollars of 

camera equipment! Once in the water Luke and I swam out due south down to around 12 metres depth.  Here we  
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found an interesting looking rock face about 3 metres high and covered in invertebrate life, the highlight of 

which was some large red gorgonian fans that had remarkable basket sea stars attached to them. Luke was able 

to get some great photos of these and some of the amazing fish life. The rock wall looked especially “shelly” to 

me but after scouring it for a good deal of time I was disappointed to see just a Sassia subdistorta.  

 

The fish life here was prolific and I saw large sweep, blue throated wrasse, silver drummer, dusky morwong, 

old wives, several small blue groper (which were actually green) and many leatherjackets. I scoured the sea 

floor at the base of the rock wall and all I managed to find was a colony of the worm slit shell Tenagodus 

australis containing about six individuals. 

 

My air supply was beginning to get low so I made my way shoreward investigating reef and turning rocks as I 

went, all the time followed by a posse of small leatherjackets swimming behind me in single file. I only found a 

pair of Calliostoma allporti and a Clanculus flagellatus, not much to show but never-the-less it was an 

incredible dive I surfaced and saw that Geoff, Lynton and Luke were already out of the water so I swam in and 

climbed the cliff back up to where we had parked our cars. Soon after Simon exited the water. We compared 

notes and Simon certainly had the most exciting finds; two Cypraea reevi that he had found under large rocks. 

 

We adjourned for lunch and tank refills at nearby Normanville. It was now that the previous nights driving 

began to catch up with me and I elected to have a nap while Geoff, Lynton and Luke did another dive at a 

picturesque place called Second Valley where they dived a spot called Lasseter’s Reef which they managed to 

find after quite a bit of swimming. Not many shells were collected on this dive. 

 

The next dive was to be back in backstairs Passage at a remote spot called Blowhole Beach. This was again in 

national park and was only accessible via a very rough and steep 4WD track. We made our way to a car park 

located high above the beach. Along the way we were constantly seeing grey kangaroos but at the speed we 

were going we posed no danger to them and them no danger to us. 

 

Arriving at the car park in fading light we surveyed the conditions and geared up. The beach was about 300 

metres wide and bounded by jagged headlands at each end. We descended the track to the beach, along the way 

strategically placing a flashing strobe light in a tree and several glow sticks together on a low post. When we 

arrived at the waters edge we looked back to be sure that these lights would be visible to us allowing us to 

orientate ourselves at the end of the dive. This was important as there were no other lights to be seen – we were 

truly in a very lonely place! 

 

We decided to pair off with Simon and me forming one pair and Lynton and Geoff in the other. We waded out 

into the surf and struggled through the breakers and out into deeper water where we surface swam, with our 

torch beams revealing a sandy sea floor, until we were in about 5 metres of water. At one stage I had a large 

stingray swim directly below me which was quite unnerving. There were also many sand crabs and schools of 

tommy rough that were just behind the surf zone. 

 

We were soon in 7 metres of water and navigating our way in a south westerly direction towards a headland 

where we expected to find some reef. Along the way we began to find Cassis semigranosum, which were 

quickly crawling over the sand. When we arrived at the reef we found interesting looking ground but I only 

found one shell, a nice Notocypraea comptoni. After investigating the reef for while we then headed back over 

the sand where I found a nice Amoria undulata, a beautiful Cassis fimbriata and a few more Cassis 

semigranosum. Simon found a very nice Ericusa fulgetrum. All these shells were found on clean white sand 

patches located between beds of sea grass mainly in 10 metres of water. We also found some Turbo gruneri that 

were on sand near sea grass and I collected a Phasianella ventricosa that was on weed.All too soon it was time 

to head back to shore and after having to surface to get our bearings we were soon back on the beach.  

 

This was a very exciting dive – a dive that elevated shell collecting from a leisurely pastime to an extreme 

sport! After the fitness-testing walk back up to the car park we compared notes on what we had found. In 

addition to the species mentioned previously Geoff had also collected a nice Cancellaria spirata. I admired my  

best find of the trip, a gem and beautifully marked Cassis fimbriata, before beginning to take my dive gear off. I  
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put my torch down only hear a shell drop from the back of the car and of course it was the fimbriata which was  

now sporting a massive hole in its parietal shield. Needless to say I was heart broken as I released it back into 

the sea. 

 

The next dive Simon and I did was at Rapid Bay Jetty. The last time we had dived here it required a  20 minute 

surface swim out to the end - all the time battling a side current, fishing lines and the jagged remains of rusted 

out steel jetty piles. This time it was way different with a new 240 metre long jetty running parallel to the 

fenced off and dilapidated original. We walked to the end of the new jetty and down to the purpose built diver 

entry point and leisurely swam across to the old pier before descending and following it out to its end. 

 

Rapid Bay Jetty is a fantastic dive site with many different types of fish to see and plenty of habitat to explore. 

We found many shells including Notocypraea piperita and N. comptoni, Lyria mitraeformis, Prototyphus 

angasi, Amoria undulata, Chlamys aktinos, and Cassis fimbriata as well as many others. Exiting the water at 

the end of the dive using the diver platform on the new jetty was so easy it made us wonder why there are no 

such platforms on Victorian piers. 

 

Meanwhile Geoff and Lynton had elected to do their second night dive of the evening at Second Valley but 

decided to abort the dive after discovering that they would have had to battle a strong ebbing tide – not easy 

after 3 exhausting dives in one day and in unfamiliar territory.  

 

This was a shame as Simon and I had dived here in March 2008 and Lynton, Simon and I had dived in March 

this year when we had found Amoria exoptanda and Ericusa fulgetrum which are certainly exciting shells to 

find. But finding good specimens is difficult. They are found buried in or crawling on coarse sand and gravel 

and they must damage their shells by scraping against rocks when ploughing through the sand. Many shells also 

have unsightly patches of green algae on the tops of their shells. The animals of both species are spectacular. 

The animal of A. Exoptanda is a vivid red with white spots and the animal of E. fulgetrum is pale pink peppered 

with small white spots. Seeing these creatures crawling across the substrate is something to behold.  

 

On our March 2009 visit we found 3 specimens of Ericusa fulgetrum and all of them had badly damaged shells. 

They had survived attacks by an animal that must be incredibly strong. We also found fragments of Amoria 

exoptanda that had perhaps fallen victim to the same animal. 

 

Michael Lyons 

April meeting Report  Members night 

 

 

Simon Wilson, Geoff Macauley and Michael showed specimens collected while diving at Portsea and Castle 

Rock.  Simon showed Notocypraea angustata from 19m and N.comptonii from 15m. Live taken specimens of 

Alocospira marginata , Cancellaria granosa , Cancellaria undulata and Semicassis semigranosum were also 

shown. Simon also displayed two very large specimens of Cypraea cribraria he obtained from a diver, taken 

off Rottnest Island WA. 

 

Lynton Stephens showed a large specimen of Cypraea testudinaria 143.3 mm long from the South China Sea, a 

large specimen of Cypraea hesitata 110.2 mm from off Eden and a nice specimen of Cypraea rabaulensis from 

the Philippines. 

 

———————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


