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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 17th August  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

 

The September Meeting will be held on  the 21st.  At this stage this will also be a Member’s night.  

 

Raffles & Supper as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note change of email address for editor. 

E-mail Address(es): 

donald.cram@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Clarrie Handreck 1936 ─ 2009 
 

Clarrie, well-known to many of us for many years, 

died on Monday 20th July 2009, after an eight year 

battle with prostate cancer.  School teacher, 

sportsman and lover of natural history, Clarrie was a 

member of both the Marine Research Group of 

Victoria (now a Special Interest Group of the Field 

Naturalists Club of Victoria) and the Victorian 

Branch of the Malacological Society of Australasia.  

Robert Burn delivered the following eulogy at 

Clarrie’s farewell service. 

 

The Marine Research Group, founded some 50 years 

ago and for a long time closely associated with 

Museum Victoria but these days a Special Interest 

Group of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, is a 

group open to all with an interest in the marine environment and in particular marine invertebrates. 

 

At the suggestion of a colleague at Melbourne Teachers College, Clarrie attended an MRG meeting in March 

1971, liked what he saw and heard, and stayed with the group for the rest of his life.  No shrinking violet, over 

the years filled the roles of president, committee member, librarian, and activities/excursion leader.  As is well 

known in amateur groups, once an office bearer, always an office bearer.  Clarrie was secretary or 

secretary/treasurer of the MRG for 22 years from 1975 until 1997.  He attended at least 300 ordinary meetings, 

plus untold numbers of committee and subcommittee meetings, field excursions, sorting and identification days, 

and museum work days.  Clarrie was interested and wholeheartedly gave to further that interest in others.  

Rather remarkable for a man who first saw the sea from the top of the Mt. Lofty Ranges as a young adolescent 

under the wing of an older brother taking him from Mildura to Adelaide. 

 

For exemplary services to the MRG, in 1989 we elected Clarrie to honorary membership.  Devious means had 

to be employed.   With Clarrie and Helen in Europe, he couldn’t attend the committee meetings and veto the 

move.  Nor would we rescind the motion upon his return. 

 

As excursion leader, Clarrie led us far and wide along the Victorian coast, from Mallacoota in the east to 

Portland in the west and all places between.  He led us on our one overseas trip, to King Island for an extended 

long weekend, when we all bunked down on the floor of the Curry High School staff common room.  Perhaps 

the highlight of this trip were the live crayfish crawling around under the plane seats on the return trip.  Cooked 

crays are more likely to stay wrapped up in newspaper than fresh ones straight from the sea.   

 

In the late 70s – early 80s, the MRG ambitiously undertook the fieldwork necessary for compilation of the very 

successful publication  'Atlas of coastal invertebrates of Victoria ', in the course of which an extremely valuable 

data base was established.   Clarrie was at the forefront, using up his long service leave to make sure that no 

area of our coastline was missed.  This involved long beach treks east of Mallacoota with his boys, cliffside 

descents around Wilsons Promontory where with darkness well upon, he knew not where to ascend nor where 

his vehicle was, and by not having eyes in the back of his head (surely a teacher’s requisite), being thumped 

into cliff faces by unexpected big waves. 

 

In the late 80s – early 90s. the MRG surveyed the mud and weed flats to the north of San Remo, with increasing 

urgency when the local council, at the urging of a developer, wanted to create a marina and ancillaries in this 

very rich habitat.  The group spoke out against the marina, and were requested to survey and report upon areas 

nearby.  Clarrie was in his element, virtually up to his waist in the deep soft muds, carefully counting and 

collecting.  Reports made, hearings held and Clarrie felt that he had been put through a wringer by the legal 

eagles employed by council and developer.  Result:   no marina –  so far. 

The latter part of the 80s included also our Southern Port Phillip Survey, attempting to rework the dredging 

stations of Bracebridge Wilson 100 years earlier.       Interesting times spent mainly in small boats, lots of  
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remarkable animals, but Clarries was not a good sailor.  Clarrie shone on field days.  New members, prospective 

members, even the innocent bystander who ventured an innocuous question was taken in hand, head down, 

backside up, as this and that species was examined and its relationships to others in the same pool or under the 

one rock were explained in terms that all could understand. 

 

In the mid 90s, our relationship with Museum Victoria was becoming more and more tenuous.  Association 

with the FNCV was mooted and to this end Clarrie actively facilitated the necessary arrangements.  Upon 

successful competion of the move Clarrie stepped aside from office and committee. 

 

Clarrie was a compiler of lists, be it of members over the years, species taken or seen on field trips, systematic 

lists of species according to the latest classifications and even of lists of lists preciously made.  For these we are 

eternally grateful.  The scientific community honoured him with two patronyms – the holothuroid Apsolidium 

handrecki by the Irish mafia O’Loughnan & O’Hara, 1992  and the little hermit crab Pagurixus handrecki Gunn 

& Morgan, 1992.  Both names will honour him in perpetuity. 

 

Clarrie was a giver.  He also encouraged people to further their interest and in some cases pushed, shoved and 

bulldozed those who showed a special interest.  I will miss his late evening phone calls requesting help with 

"just one or two things"– the spelling of a Latin name, or an author and publication date – that might run on for 

20 or more minutes. 

 

Clarrie –we thank you for your persistence over many years, for your encouragement to all, and lastly for your 

friendship in sickness and in health.  To Helen, Paul, Karen and Carl, their families and partners, we extend our 

love and best wishes at this time of sadness. 

 

Vale Clarrie – may the seas be smooth and the tides low. 

Robert Burn   

23rd July 2009 

Clarrie and the Victorian Branch M.S.A. 
 

Clarrie was also a good member for many years of the Victorian Branch of the Malacological Society of 

Australasia.  He will be remembered as actively participating in meetings at South Melbourne, when often he 

had news of Museum Victoria doings, or new finds or new literature that had come to his notice.  At one stage 

he assisted Sue Boyd in her role of Society secretary, carefully tallying the numbers of back issues of the 

Journal then stored at the Museum, and dealing with the sale and mailing of orders for various issues. 

Robert Burn 

26th July 2009 

 

Victorian gastropods and the extent of taxonomic change since 1962 

 

In recently months I have been attempting to construct a Microsoft Access database of prosobranch and 

heterobranch gastropods from the Victoria and Bass Strait region, with up-to-date taxonomy.  This is now at a 

reasonably advanced stage.  Since it contains the names used in Macpherson & Gabriel (1962) I recently 

realised that with a few modifications the database would allow the extent of taxonomic change from `Marine 

Molluscs of Victoria' to be assessed quantitatively and I thought that these results might be of interest to 

MALSOC members.  Compiling them was not as boring as it sounds, if only because I was listening to the 

cricket on the radio at the same time. 

 

Approximately 793 prosobranch and heterobranch gastropods were recognised by Macpherson & Gabriel 

(1962).  Of these the level of taxonomic change has been as follows: 

 

35% at family level (276) 

48% at generic level (380) 

16% at species level (124) 

67.5% overall, i.e. a change at at least one level (535) 
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At least 28 species have changed at all three levels (e.g. Cymatiella leseuri in Cymatiidae is now Sassia 

eburnea in Ranellidae, Calliostoma australe in Trochidae is now Astele rubiginosum in Calliostomatidae, etc.)  

I might add that this does not include some of the more contentious changes such as the splitting up of the  

Turridae and most of the Pyramidellidae.  Also many groups, including the Turridae and Pyramidellidae, have 

not been subject to major revision at generic and species level.  The number of deletions (for reasons other than 

synonymy) is currently 26.  73 species (net) were lost to synonymy.  The number of additions is surprisingly 

high.  It is worth pointing out that Macpherson & Gabriel (1962) recorded 125 opisthobranchs from Victoria.  

One of these (Pugnus parvus) is in fact a prosobranch (Cystiscidae).  Hence the checklist of Burn (2006), which 

lists 364 species, represents an increase in knowledge of a monumental 240 species and a surprising number 

have been added even since 2006, perhaps several dozen, based on my conversations with Platon Vafiadis and 

Robert Burn. 

 

I present all this as evidence of a general point: Victoria would benefit greatly from an update on Macpherson 

& Gabriel (1962), at least in the form of a referenced checklist comparable to the New Zealand website or Burn 

(2006).  Collectors and MALSOC members will well understand the difficulties of accurately identifying (and 

then accurately classifying) shell specimens, but we should spare a thought for non-specialists such as 

ecologists!  Anybody in the MALSOC who would care to volunteer and allow me to retire to an `editorial role' 

(watching television, drinking pineapple juice, etc) should not hesitate to email me as soon as possible. 

 

Lynton Stephens 

Taxonomy of Fusus reticulatus and Fusus bednalli 

 

The shells described as Triton (Epidromus) bednalli and Pisania reticulatus are two of Victoria's most elegant 

gastropods.  Most local collectors will know them as as Fusus bednalli and F. reticulatus (respectively), in the 

family Buccinidae - following Wilson (1994).  Shells of this kind have sometimes been classified in a distinct 

family – the Colubrariidae – however there is no recent consensus on this.  The taxonomy of this group is 

uncommonly complicated, one may even go so far as to call it a sort of `Bermuda Triangle' of molluscan 

taxonomy, but one which I am about to fly my plane into nonetheless … 

 

About a year ago I was surprised to learn that the genus Fusus Helbling, 1779 had been formally rejected by a 

decision of the ICZN in 1994.  The reader should note that this is the same year Wilson published on the 

shells.  Nevertheless the genus has been used repeatedly since then.  Examples in the context of our local 

species include Jansen (2000), Grove (2006), Des Beechey's website and the OBIS website.  The Italian author 

Bozzetti has even described three or more Madagascan species in the genus between 2004 and 2007. 

 

So how are we to classify our shells?  The problem attracted my interest and so I reviewed a wide array of 

pertinent literature, perhaps 40 or 50 references altogether.     There are many different choices – Pisania  

reticulatus A. Adams, 1854 for example has been classified as Fusus reticulatus, Fusus mestayerae, Ratifusus 

reticulatus, Ratifusus mestayerae, Colubraria reticulatus, Buccinum reticulatus and Cumia mestayerae.  

Strangely enough the name that I believe is correct – Colubraria mestayerae – is one of the few permutations 

that appears never to have been used before.  A full explanation of this position would be too lengthy (and 

probably too dull) for the bulletin so I will attempt to summarise it here as briefly as possible. 

    

Beu (2005) listed many genera as synonyms of Colubraria including Obex, Epidromus, Ratifusus, Cumia and 

the rejected Fusus Helbling, 1779.  According to this our local species would thus be placed in Colubraria.  

However this still leaves the problem of C. reticulatus vs. C. mestayerae.  Although C. reticulatus A. Adams, 

1854 has priority it cannot be used since there is a Mediterranean shell (with precedence) already known by 

that name (C. reticulatus (Blainville, 1829)).  If they are considered to be congeneric then C. reticulatus 

becomes a junior secondary homonym and hence invalid, indeed this was the basis for Iredale (1915) 

providing the replacement name F. mestayerae.  If one accepts the position of Beu (2005) then they are indeed 

congeneric and C. mestayerae becomes the preferred name.  The only reference that I am aware of to the name 

Colubraria bednalli is that of Coleman (2002) and unfortunately the shell he illustrates is grossly 

misidentified.  I hope this summary was brief enough, but detailed enough, for MALSOC members.  At its 

simplest a comparison of Beu (2005) with Iredale (1915) is enough to justify the position.  For anyone who 

happens to be interested in further details I can easily provide them.        What is not in dispute is the beauty of  
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these species, particularly the banded (or reticulated) colour form of C. bednalli.  Simon Wilson and myself 

recently had the privilege of collecting live C. mestayerae from the Port MacDonnell region.  Incidentally the 

biology of tropical colubrariids is extremely interesting – they are known to suck the blood of sleeping fish.  It  

would be most interesting to learn more about the biology of the local species, the anatomical analysis of C. 

mestayerae by Ponder (1968) suggests that they may do the same. 
 

Selected references: 

Beu, A. G. (2005).  Neogene fossil tonnoidean gastropods of Indonesia.  Scripta Geologica.  v130: p1-186 

 

Iredale, T. (1915).  A comment on Suter's manual of the New Zealand Mollusca.  Transactions and 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of the New Zealand Institute.  v47: p417-497 

 

OPINION 1765 (1994).  Fusus Helbling, 1779 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): suppressed, and Fusinus Raffinesque, 

1815 and Colubraria Schumacher, 1817: conserved.  Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature.  v51(2): p159-161 

 

Ponder, W. F. (1968).  Anatomical Notes on Two Species of the Colubrariidae (Mollusca, Prosobranchia).  

Transactions of the Royal Society of New Zealand - Zoology.  v10(24), p217-223 

 

Wilson, B. R. (1994).  Australian Marine Shells.  Prosobranch Gastropods.  part 2.  Odyssey Publishing: 

Kallaroo, Western Australia.  370pp 

       Lynton Stephens 

Unwelcome spread 

Recent field work (2008) by the MRG (FNCV) at Shallow Inlet in the Waratah Bay – Wilsons Promontory area 

produced live specimens of three of the four bivalves listed as introduced species among the Victorian    

molluscan fauna.  All three are especially common within Port Phillip. 

 

The three species found are: — 

 

1. Musculista senhousia.  Common in the western and central parts of Port Phillip.  Also reported from the 

Grantville areas, Westernport, and the lower estuary of the Snowy River, Marlo.  Shallow Inlet is an 

intermediate locality.  Grown to a little more than 30mm length. 

2. Theora lubrica.  Common intertidally and subtidally in muddy and sandy mud habitats within Port Phillip.  

Also found in similar habitats in Westernport.  Shallow Inlet is the most easterly record for the species in      

Victoria.  It is also recorded for NSW, SA, southern WA and Tasmania.  The Museum Victoria has wet        

collections of large specimens (8-10mm long) from Triabunna, south-eastern Tasmania. 

3. Varicorbula gibba.  Common subtidally, rare intertidally in muddy and sandy mud habitats in Port Phillip.  

Shallow Inlet is the first record of this species outside Port Phillip.  Rarely reaches 10mm in length. 

Robert Burn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 2. Musculista senhousia  (Mollusca Bivalvia)       Fig. 4. Corbula gibba (Mollusca Bivalvia)       Fig.1. Theora lubrica (Mollusca Bivalvia) 

                Scale bar = 5mm.                                            Scale bar = 2mm. (1 mm on detail of hinge).                          Scale bar = 2mm. 
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A locality at last! 

 Page 331 of Marine Molluscs of Victoria has the following entry: 

Callucina Dall, 1901 (Lucina radians Conrad, 1841). 

 lacteola (Tate, 1897); Cotton & Godfrey, 1938, record this species from Victoria but do not state a locality. 

 

Seventy years later, Emily Glover and John Taylor, in their latest contribution to the knowledge of lucinid 

bivalves, provide this species with a Victorian locality.  Among material examined, they record a specimen from 

Portland, western Victoria; it is in the Australian Museum collection.  At the same time, they elevate the 

subgenus, of which lacteola is the type species, to genus level; thus the species is now to be known as 

Pseudolucinisca lacteola (Tate, 1897).  Its distribution is western Victoria, South Australia, to Cape Leeuwin 

southern Western Australia.  When naming lacteola, Tate also reported it from King Island, hence its listing as a 

member of the Tasmanian molluscan fauna. 

Reference 

 

Glover. E.A. & Taylor, J.D. 2008.  Callucina and Pseudolucinisca (Mollusca:Bivalvia: Lucinidae) from 

Australia: revision of genera and description of three new species. 

Records of the Western Australian Museum 24 (4): 443-457.                                                               Robert Burn 

  

Oddments 

Eatoniella melanochroma (Tate, 1899) is that very small black gastropod abundant on various seaweeds and 

seagrasses in the intertidal and shallow subtidal of our local shores.  It is only one of many species of the genus 

recorded from Victoria, some of which are both rarely encountered and difficult to identify.  From Mushroom 

Reef, Flinders, I recently accidentally recovered a specimen of Eatoniella fulva Ponder & Yoo, 1977, a species 

that I had not observed before and was able to briefly examine it alive under the microscope.  Shell less than 

2mm long, faintly brownish translucent, animal pure white, operculum dark red-brown with distinctive lower 

left lateral prong projecting towards and behind the columella.  Dead shells would be difficult to identify at the 

best of times; the dark ruby red operculum sitting upon its white cushion of the animal certainly sets it apart. 

 

The names Eatoniella and Eatoniellidae are, as far as I know, currently under threat.  Apparently, a problem 

concerning interpretation of the correct type species for this and another genus has necessitated an application to 

the ICZN for conservation of Eatoniella and suppression of its opposition.  More to follow as becomes 

available. 

 

The new revised, updated and expanded edition of Graeme Edgar’s Australian Marine Life has much to 

commend it.  Many of the old illustrations have been replaced with new clearer images, though it is 

disappointing to find a couple of old reversed images still there.  Re-identifications and revised names abound, 

but again it is annoying to find a few instances of one name in a caption and another in its text.  Among the 

Mytilidae, the name change to Limnoperna for Xenostrobus securis is a puzzle I have still to resolve.  So far, I 

have found that Limnoperna Rochebrune, 1882 is a much older name than Xenostrobus Wilson, 1967.  

Xenostrobus securis (Lamarck, 1819) from southern Australia and New Zealand, occurs also in Japan where it 

was apparently introduced by shipping in the 1970s.  There it was redescribed as  Limnoperna fortunei kikuchi 

by Habe in 1981 but this name is now synonymized with X. secures.  Again, more to follow as becomes 

available. 

Robert Burn 

 

 

 

 

 


