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                                                                 NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 19th October  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

The November meeting will be held on  the 16th.  This will be our Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 

Branch  which will include the election of Office Bearers.    Our speaker for the evening will be Dr.Rebecca 

van Gelderin, Project Scientist, Environment Monitoring Unit, EPA Victoria,  whose subject will be   –  

Imposex in Thais orbita.  The appearance of male reproductive parts in females of dioecious gastropod species. 

This subject is linked to the  research she is doing using gastropods as environmental biological indicators. 

 

Raffles & Supper as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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More Assimineidae 

 

The tangled web of Assimineidae occurring along the Victorian coastline continues to unravel.  Vic. Br. Bulletin  

240: 4-5 noticed Conassiminea zheni Fukuda & Ponder, 2006 as a genus and species new to local fauna.  A few 

months earlier, the same authors published the results of their revision of the species hitherto known as 

Assiminea tasmanica  Tenison Woods, 1896.  Here they created another new genus Cryptassiminea to receive 

tasmanica, buccinoides (Quoy & Gaimard, 1834), and five new species, all from eastern Australia. 

For Victoria, Fukuda & Ponder (2005) describe: 

buccinoides (Quoy & Gaimard, 1834), type of the genus, type locality: Westernport, Victoria, distribution 

Cape York, Queensland to Westernport, Victoria and north coast of Tasmania, habitat: estuaries from high 

to intermediate salinity in mangroves and saltmarsh.  A specimen from the Erskine River, Lorne is listed as 

"cf. buccinoides" and may represent an additional species. 

 

tasmanica  (Tenison Woods, 1876), type locality: Sorrell, Tasmania, distribution:    Bundaberg Queensland 

to Westernport, Victoria to southern Tasmania, habitat: estuaries from high to low salinity in mangroves 

and saltmarsh.  Prefers wetter habitat than buccinoides with which it often occurs. 

 

glenelgenis Fukuda & Ponder, 2005, type locality Glenelg River estuary, Nelson, Victoria, distribution: 

known only from Glenelg River estuary, south-western Victoria, habitat: on surface of mud under 

overhangs and in crevices and holes on the river bank.  This is the only assimineid known from this 

estuary. 

 

surryensis  Fukuda & Ponder, 2005, type locality Surry River estuary, south-western Victoria, distribution:   

Surry River estuary, near Portland, Moyne River estuary, Port Fairy, and Corio Bay, Port Phillip, habitat: 

on surface of very soft mud in reeds at type locality.  One of the examined lots from the MV collection is 

localized as "Geelong, Jubilee Park".  No such  place can be traced in the Geelong area.  However, there is 

a well-known Jubilee Park on the Hopkins River just east of Warrnambool, Victoria (near/next to the 

Deakin University Warrnambool campus) from which these specimens could have originated.  There are 

no other assimineids known to live in the Surry and Moyne River estuaries. 

 

Although the paper includes a key to the species based upon shell and opercular characters, it will remain very 

difficult to separate the species one from another and from Conassiminea zheni.  One character shared by three 

(tasmanica, glenelgensis, surryensis) of the four species occurring in Victorian waters is the presence of a short 

curved peg on the inside face of the operculum.  The fourth species (buccinoides) has a smooth inner face to its 

operculum. 

Reference 

Fukuda, H. & Ponder, W.F. 2005.  A revision of the Australian taxa previously attributed to Assiminea 

buccinoides (Quoy & Gaimard) and Assiminea tasmanica Tenison-Woods (Mollusca: Gastropoda: 

Caenogastropoda: Assimineidae).   Invertebrate Systematics 19: 325-360. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A-C.  C. buccinoides, AMS C.429577, NSW, Jervis Bay                       G. C.tasmanica, AMS,C.429570, Tasmania Huon River  
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        H-I  C. glenelgensis   H. paratype,AMS C.429569                                 J-K  C.surryyensis, Ji holotype, AMS,.429566 ;  

        I,  holotype, AMS,C.429568 Nelson, Victoria                                        K, paratype, AMS, C.429567, Surry River Victoria. 

 

Robert Burn 

June meeting report.  Members night 
  

Geoff Macaulay showed shells collected whilst diving at Portsea. He also showed olives from Java and 
Amphidromus land snails from Indonesia and Timor. 
  
Rebecca van Gelderen showed some specimens collected from Warrnambool, including cuttlebones from a 
Sepia apama and two smaller unidentified specimens as well some Turbo undulata. She also had a Cypraea 
tigris that was bought for her in New Zealand. 
  
Don Cram discussed the history of the name of Notocypraea angustata that was later renamed N. verconis in 
error by Cotton and Godfrey in 1932. 

  
Michael Lyons showed a tray of southern Australian Ranellids. 

 

August Meeting Report 

 

Rebecca van Gelderen reported that she sorted through 8 boxes of Malacological Society material housed at 

the museum and reduced it to two boxes. She discarded old membership applications dating back 50 years. She 

found MSA badges and stickers and brought in some interesting correspondence as well as some first day issue 

postcards featuring shells. Rebecca also found a photo of a trophy possibly dating from the 1960s and asked if 

anyone knew of its history. Rebecca also reported that the society is unable to distribute flyers through the 

museum. 

 

The next meeting of the national committee will be at the Molluscs 2009 conference in Brisbane in November. 

Three research grants totalling $3,000 have been awarded by the society. 

 

Michael Lyons showed specimens of shells he had acquired in the previous month including some shells that 

his 7 year old daughter, Lucy, had collected from Mooloolaba Qld including a long dead Cypraea stolida. He 

showed a large (201mm) specimen of Cabestana spengleri, some Chlamys aktinos, Chlamys asperrima and 

Vexillum australe from Portsea. 

 

Chris Bunyard brought in an article from the Courier Mail detailing how a $150 million dam on the Dawson 

River at Taroom Queensland is being held up by a small land snail (Boggomoss snail) that is found in only two 

locations. 

 

Geoff Macaulay brought in a publication, “Zoologica Neocalendoica” that contained papers on two land snail 

families; Helicinidae and Placostylidae. 

Geoff also had a tray of snails of the genus Meridolum that were featured in Volume 29, No.2 of the journal 

Molluscan Research. 

Michael Lyons 
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Victorian Cerithiopsids Part 4 - Final remarks 

 

In this final section I will give a few remarks on some of the new species found (but not full descriptions). 

So far there has been no mention of the species which in MMV is referred to as Zaclys angasi (Semper, 1874) 

and which seems to be a very common species along our coast. However specimens do not match Angas' 

original description (as Cerithiopsis clathrata Angas, 1871) nor the amended description proposed by Laseron 

(1951). 

 

Original description (by Angas, 1871, as Cerithiopsis clathrata): Shell elongately acuminated, moderately thin, 

of a pale yellowish colour; whorls 12, encircled by three nearly equally distant rounded ribs, and decussated all 

over with close-set longitudinal, somewhat undulating raised striae; sutures deeply impressed; base of last 

whorl finely radiately striated; nucleolar whorl sinistral; aperture subquadrate; outer lip thin; columella arcuate, 

scarcely produced in front. Length 3 lines (6mm), width 3/4 line (1.5mm). 

 

Laseron (1951) has made some remarks about this species: he stated that the nucleolar whorl is not sinistral but 

a normal cerithiopsid form; he also presumed that the protoconch is quite small as it was not mentioned by 

Angas, and in his (Laseron's) figure shows only one whorl and stated that this is a distinguishing feature of the 

species so separating it from other similar species; he also considered the whorls as rounded, not flat, with 

indented sutures and with about 25 elongated tubercules on the last whorl. He also stated that " [t]races of 

sculpture appear even on the first visible whorl"; presumably he is referring to the protoconch but, however, he 

does not say if this is reticulated or ribbed. Zaclys has a reticulate protoconch sculpture and Socienna has ribbed 

protoconch sculpture. No specimens have been seen that match Laseron's interpretation of Z. angasi (there are 

also other differences). I have therefore considered that angasi (sensu Laseron's interpretation) does not occur 

locally and our species is an undescribed one. 

Localities: Inverloch, Corinella, Western Port, Rhyll, Shoreham, Pt. Nepean, Breamlea, Port Fairy, 

Portland. 

 

In the final count there are at least 18 undescribed cerithiopsid species in the Victorian fauna. Many of these 

are only known by a very few specimens and often from only one locality but their characteristics are quite 

different from any of the described Australian species. In a few cases entire specimens with protoconch are 

not known. Because of this lack of specimens and distribution data it is doubtful that any publication of these 

is warranted. The new species belong in the genera Tubercliopsis (10), Clathropsis (3), Socienna (2), 

Synthopis (1), ?Specula(1), Joculator (1) and Seila (1). Specimens of all of these will be deposited in the 

Museum Victoria Molluscan collection. 

 

A listing of all the references cited in the various parts can be obtained from me (C/- PO, Inverleigh, 3321) 

should anyone want it (earlier parts in issues 239 June/July 2007, 241 Aug/Sept 2007, 244 June/July 2008). 

 

Again I would like to thank all those who collected and supplied specimens for this study. While the results 

are not as conclusive as I would have liked it has shown that the micromollusc fauna is well worth collecting 

and studying - but no more cerithiopsids for me!! 

Ken Bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


