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                                                                 NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

Please Note Change of Meeting Venue for February  

 

The February meeting will be held on the  15th at 8pm.  at Ecocentre, 55a Blessington St, St. Kilda 3182.  This 

will be a Members night. 

 

The March meeting will be on the 15th program and venue to be advised. 

Raffles and supper as usual. 
 

Meeting dates for 2010 

 

February 15th                                              March 15th                                                    April 19th 

May  17th                                                    June 21st                                                        August 16th 

September 20th                                           October 18th                                                  November 15th  

 

There will be no meeting in July. 
 

Office Bearers  for 2010                                                        Committee 

Chairman               Fred Bunyard                                          Michael Lyons                                     

Sec. Treasurer        Michael Lyons                                        Don Cram 

Bulletin Editor       Val Cram                                                Val Cram  

Meeting Reporter   Don Cram                                               Branch Correspondence for ASN Geoff Macaulay 

Bulletin Despatch  Chris Bunyard                                         Librarian   Simon Wilson 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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CHAIRMAN‟S REPORT FOR 2009. 
 

This year has been our “quietest” year for some time.  Now that we have settled down with the way that our 

Society is being run, new brooms seeming to be sweeping clean and a brighter future seems possible.  The 

Society is now on a sounder footing financially and with the upcoming MOLLUSCS 2009 this should 

strengthen our position even further. 

From a State point of view, our Victoria branch is also bearing up well although we are always on the lookout 

for new members.  

 

Our evening meetings at the Camera Club rooms are as popular as ever and it is pleasing that members 

contribute in the way that they do towards its success. 

In March, we had Andrew Edinger as a speaker and saw Zoila shells in their natural habitat. Andrew had us 

drooling at the beautiful shells and the colours of their animal. 

 

Unfortunately, we have lost some of our more knowledgeable members from our meeting nights in Edna 

Tenner and Robert Burn.  Robert does still pen many articles for our Branch Bulletin. 

On the subject of losses, I should make mention of the loss in March of Clarrie Handreck. Clarrie passed away 

after a long battle with his illness and will be sorely missed by the Victoria Museum, The Marine Research 

group, as well as ourselves.  The sight of Clarrie turning up for a meeting with a stack of  books, binders and 

folders under his arm  will remain with those who knew him forever. 

 

Finally I would like to thank all the members of our committee for their contribution to the running of our 

branch. 

  On behalf of the committee and myself, I wish all members a safe and prosperous 2010. 

 

Have a very merry Christmas and a happy new year.                                                                                  

 Fred Bunyard, Chairman. 

 

Summary of a talk given by Dr. Rebecca van Gelderen at the November meeting 

Imposex in Thais orbita: a case study of anthropogenic effects in molluscs 

Human impacts on the natural environment and wildlife are becoming more prominent in the minds of 

scientists, politicians and the general public. There is a greater concern for the toxicants that we release into the 

environment and their consequences.  

Molluscs are a biological group that are exposed to high levels of contaminants and the case of imposex in 

Thais orbita is a well studied and important cautionary tale. Imposex is a condition found in molluscs where 

male sex characteristics are „imposed‟ on females.  

The putative agent of this condition is tributyltin (TBT), which is used in anti-fouling paints on aquatic vessels. 

The TBT leaches from the hulls of vessels and disperses into the water column. However due to the 

hydrophobic nature of organotins, TBT is more readily taken up by the surrounding sediments and biota. Levels 

of imposex are correlated with areas of high shipping activity such as harbours and marinas. Imposex can cause 

sterility, premature death and localised population extinctions.  

Legislation prohibiting the use of paints containing tributyltin (or any other organotins) on vessels with hull 

lengths less than 25m was enacted in Victoria in June 1989. The common whelk, Thais orbita, has been used as 

a biological indicator of TBT pollution in Port Phillip Bay to assess the effectiveness of these restrictions over 

time. 

Rebecca van Gelderen 
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A Golden Anniversary           Robert Burn 

In September 1959, the Japanese marine biologists Kawaguti & Baba published their description of the then 

amazing little sacoglossan, the bivalved gastropod Tamanovalva limax.  This had been found in numbers living 

on and eating the green alga Caulerpa okamurai near the Tamano Marine Laboratory, Inland Sea, Japan.  Not 

only did this gastropod have a pair of thin valves between which the animal could retract for protection, the left 

valve had a small coiled protoconch projecting from the umbo.  Baba sent a reprint to Tom Iredale at the 

Australian Museum, Sydney, who immediately forwarded it on to me, accompanied by a short note reading 

something along the lines of: "Dear Burn, Caulerpa is a very numerous and common down your way.  Go see if 

you can find some of these and earn yourself some notoriety.  Yours Iredale."  I too received a copy of the 

paper from Baba. 

The first chance to do so came at a Malacological Society of Australia field trip to Point Danger, Torquay on 

21st February, 1960.  I knew which algae were Caulerpa – about 8 species occur in the lower intertidal at Point 
Danger – but had no idea of how to look for these strange little shells.  None could be found.  In despair, I 
placed a couple of small rocks with Caulerpa attached into some water in my collecting bucket for later more 

careful searching.  Take out one rock, and eureka!  There was a small pale green slug with a bivalved shell 

crawling up the side of the bucket.  Take out the second rock, and double eureka!!  There was a small pale 

green slug with bivalved shell crawling among the debris in the bottom of the bucket. 

Not only had I found what Iredale told me to look for, I had found two species.  As it later turned out, they even 

belonged to different genera.  Hope Macpherson at the National Museum of Victoria (now Museum Victoria) 

was most helpful with her encouragement.  She showed me the type specimens of Edenttellina typica Gatliff & 

Gabriel, 1911 from Portsea, described as a  bivalve with a coiled prodissoconch on one valve, and facilitated 

comparison with my two specimens.  Of these, the paler green species compared reasonably well, so this name 

was attached to this species for publication.  The dark green species was much more angular and swollen and 

the radular teeth differed from the paler green species and the Japanese Tamanovalva limax.  When the Point 

Danger specimens were described in Nature in the middle of 1960, I named the dark green species Midorigai 

australis. 

In the course of writing my paper for Nature, I can recall visiting one evening Charles Gabriel at his home to 

discuss my finds and the original material that led to the description of Edenttellina typica.  He was less 

interested in my finds than in regaling me with tales of the past concerning publication of his species.  Of how 

Charles Hedley of the Australian Museum was initially unimpressed both in correspondence and in print 

(1912), yet  a few years later (1920) described a Queensland species of Edenttellina and wrote of Verco‟s South 

Australian material, and later again how he published a further note concerning some of the fossil relatives of 

the genus. 

The discovery of live bivalved gastropods raised great interest among recent and fossil molluscan workers. 

Enigmatic bivalves with a coiled prodissoconch had been noted over the years, so suddenly there was a wealth 

of new information as all of these were assigned to the Sacoglossa.  Meanwhile, I kept looking and became 

more adept at finding specimens on the Caulerpa species upon which they live and feed.  Baba sent me 

specimens of the Japanese Tamanovalva limax.  In return I sent him specimens of  the two species I had found.  

He studied these in great detail, and wrote to me with puzzlement.  My material to him proved to include three 

species, but when collected I had seen only two. 

More collecting was undertaken with more careful separation of the Caulerpa species,  By September 1960, the 

third species had been found alive (by Tom Crawford at Point Lonsdale) and its obligate food species identified.  

Further comparison of the types of Edenttellina typica with my paler green species and this new third species 

showed that the latter was the real Edenttellina typica.  This left the paler green species without a name until 

1965, when I named it Tamanovalva babai in honour of Baba‟s help to me. 

When the discovery of living Edenttellina typica at Point Lonsdale became known among the local shelling 

community a trip was organized by the Marine Study Group (now Marine Research Group of the FNCV) to this 
locality.  A special attendee that day was 82 year old Charles Gabriel in company of Hope Macpherson.  It was 
with great pleasure that he was shown live specimens of the species that he had described 50 years earlier in  



VVIICC..  BBRR..  BBUULLLL..  NNOO..    225522                                                                                        44..                                                                                      FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY//MMAARRCCHH  22001100 

1911.  I recall that he seemed none too impressed with the little crawling slugs; he was of the old school to 

whom the animal was a nuisance and to be discarded. 

In the period 1960-1970, living bivalved gastropods were described from the Gulf of California, southern 

Africa, India, the Great Barrier Reef, Western Australia, Fiji, Hawaii and the Caribbean and the hard-shelled 

genus Julia recognized as belonging to the same sacoglossan group.  Several fossil species were also described, 

including one from the deposits under Adelaide, South Australia. 

Not long after publication of my paper in Nature, Tom Iredale sent to me a beautiful little water-colour painting 

by his wife, the ornithological illustrator Lillian Medland.  It was of a specimen of Tamanovalva babai that he 

had collected in August 1923, when he and Henry A. Pilsbry visited Port Fairy after the Pan Pacific Science 

Congress in Sydney.  Strangely, Mrs Iredale had placed the protoconch on the wrong valve. 

Later on, in 1975, I found, but have never refound a fourth bivalved gastropod on yet another species of 

Caulerpa at Anderson Point, Portland.  This was a unicoloured mid-green species more of the shape of 

Edenttellina typica  than the angular Midorigai australis or hatchet-shaped Tamanovalva babai.  It seems to be 

the same as an SWA species known only from preserved material.  Midorigai australis ranges from Bass Strait 

area to SWA where it has been redescribed under a different name.  Edenttellina typica  and Tamanovalva 

babai appear to be restricted to the Bass Strait area to south-eastern South Australia. 

I still have the copy of Kawaguti & Baba‟s 1959 paper that Tom Iredale sent me, as well as the copy that Baba 

sent to me.  My field notes of the discovery and of the animals are still present in my note books.  I treasure the 

beautiful water-coloured drawings that Baba sent me as a result of his studies of the material that I sent him.  I 

wish that I still had Iredale‟s note. 

It was great days.  And it was 50 years ago! 

 

    Midorigai australis Burn,1960                    Tamanovalva babai Burn, 1965           Endettellina typica  Gatliff  & Gabriel, 1911 

Drawings taken from   Coastal Invertebrates of Victoria  An Atlas of Selected Species,  Revised Edition.    

Published by the Marine Research Group of Victoria in association with the Museum of Victoria. Melbourne Victoria 1984. 
Reprinted by the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Marine Research Group,  Melbourne Victoria 2006. Reprinted with updated 
taxonomy and some revisions. 

 

"Forty Years' Dredging in Victorian Waters" 

 

An address by Mr C.J.Gabriel Hon. Asso, Conchologist, NationalMuseum of Victoria  to the Malacological Club 

of Victoria on the 30th of March 1953. 

 

You have asked me to come along tonight and have a little talk on Conchology and although yielding to your 

request., it was done with some little diffidence being somewhat at a loss to know in what channel to proceed. 

However, that we are on an interesting subject goes without saying and the science of Conchology  provides a 

most beautiful and instructive enjoyment or amusement or whatever you like to call it; for leisure hours - that is 

if we have any - searching for these treasures of the deep and sea shore and delving into the mysteries and 

wonderful operations of creative wisdom, but, it would be useless attempting to follow this subject merely  
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delighting the eye admiring the wonderful colouring and architecture without first of all making a collection of 

greater or lesser dimensions and then assigning your shells into the scientific classification provided at the 

present day. You will strike troubles in this direction - that goes without saying eminent workers varying in their  

opinions, but to my way of thinking there lies the charm of the study exercising your own experience and 

judgment. Our friend, Miss Macpherson, is now engaged on most useful and necessary work dissecting the 

animal for the radula. This has played and will continue to play a most important part in the final classification 

of these creatures, Now, before entering on to the subject "40 Years' dredging in the Waters of Victoria", I think 

I am a little conservative in the "40". My father and I have been dredging Western Port for over 40 years. 

 

What is dredging, the work it entails, and its results?  On the table appears a galvanised iron structure with net, 

designed by my father and self many years ago after sad experiences of losing dredges, The old type possessed a 

large mouth with side-arms attached directly to the rope and there lay the weakness. When submerged rocks 

were encountered, naturally the weakest part suffered - and that was the rope – with disastrous results, loss of 

dredges of which there are several on the sea-beds of Western Port and Port Phillip. To correct this weakness, in 

the now design one of the arms appears in two parts connected by string, thus solving the problem, at the 

slightest pressure the string snaps, the side affected swinging round and no dredge lost been lost since its 

adoption many years back. To carry out dredging effectively an experienced  boatman is essential  with thorough 

knowledge of winds and tides, etc; preferably one with an oyster-dredging experience, otherwise the correct 

"biting" of the dredge does not eventuate.  Dredging is not finished at the boat and advice is offered to return 

with the "dredgings" for home examination. Washing and the use of sieves of different meshes will surprise and 

repay one for the efforts. It is by this procedure examples in good order and minute varieties are obtained. Place 

the material on a dark background and the specimens will appear in contrast and are readily recognized. This 

applies equally to beach collecting and systematic searching this way may be undertaken with profit to the 

collector.  

 

Material of different grades from the Apollo Bay – Tasmasnian cable appears on the table; this is being carefully 

examined by our Museum conchologist, Miss Macpherson and her helping hand Miss Pat Hoggart. Specimens 

are appearing more or less small but interesting, and without the use of sieves many examples would remain 

undetected. Frequently sea-weeds are obtained in the dredge, a source of supply for shells such as "weed shells", 

Rissoids, etc. The weed should be immersed in fresh water, this treatment forcing the shells to fall to bottom of  

receptacle. The results of this dredging are before you tonight, or some of them, but I assure you ladies and 

gentlemen – very few. All over the world, Englishmen, Americans, etc., have received many beautiful forms as a 

result of this work. What I propose to do is to go through the specimens tonight, or as many as possible and if 

there are any questions I will endeavour to answer them. 
 

Before commencing, however, I would like to ask through the chairman if it be your intention to form a library, 

if so here are a few articles for your acceptance. First of all a complete copy of that crudite work "Catologue of 

the Marine Shells of Victoria" by Dr. G.B. Pritchard and my late friend, Mr. J.H. Gatliff published in the 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria – an extremely helpful contribution to the literature on Victorian 

Sea Shells, also copies of "Victorian Sea Shells", "The Land Shells of Victoria" and "Fresh Water Shells of 

Victoria" by C.J. Gabriel. 

 

Before coming to our subject Miss Macpherson has asked me to mention three things, the first on Larinopsis 

turbinata referred to at a previous meeting. This shell is an extreme rarity, and it took some time to satisfactorily 

classify. When in England in 1907 it was examined by some eminent conchologists one of whom  declared it to 

be a Land shell – I was unconvinced however having dredged it at Western Port. "Were you near a river" was 

asked, with other remarks such as, "Could it have been transported by a bird or human agency ?". The question 

was settled on my return as an excellent example in living condition was obtained at the same locality. Both 

specimens now rest in the National Museum Collection of Victoria, the latter becoming the type of the species 

and the new genus Larinopsis. 

While on the subject of types it is my firm conviction that the types of all species should be deposited in an 

institution, bequeathed to subsequent generations; as a result of this no complete example of this species appears  
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in my collection. The usual procedure for obtaining the radula was followed but apparantly the solution used was 

a little strong and acted on the radula. However, it is interesting to note in dissecting the animal about 400 

embryonic forms were obtained, and one may gauge the size when I say any 5000 could easily be placed on the 

space of a 3d piece. 

  

The second reference is on "Roadnight‟s Volute". The specimen before you is not an albino but very light in 

colour, or if we like to use the ladies' expression – off white – with splashes of colour. Your secretary Mrs. 

Hartley, in telephone conversation has mentioned albinism in a specimen of Livonia mamilla, a very light 

example, but definitely not an albino. In the case of albinism the animal is just the same but white.  

 

The third query was – one of your mew members asked the question "How would you tell an adult from a young 

shell ?".Well, I think the best way to explain that would be to go through the history from youth to adult, and you 

will see it in this picture. That is a picture of a Baler from the Great Barrier Reef and the animal the animal is in 

the process of depositing the young, which would presumably be similar in the case of the Victorian "False 

Baler". 

 

Livonia mamilla. The young are in the capsules and when hatched it is quite natural to you that, that animal has 

to grow and so must the shell commensurate with its own proportions. The animal deposits a sort of mucous  

substance on the sharp or "working" edge and when this becomes sufficiently hard, it is it is lined by a more 

limey secretion forming a layer which is followed by others in quick succession. Finally you will have the 

internal nacreous layer that makes the beautiful shell.  Specimen No. 2 (Victorian False Baler ) is still not an 

adult (about half grown) ; it has a sharp edge and if you examine the layers you will note how much the animal 

increases in its last addition and that is indicated on the shell by a little furrow or groove – these are termed the 

lines of growth. Now we come to Specimen No. 3 - the property of your secretary Mrs. Hartley – which is much 

nearer to adult than the previous specimen, the shell showing a reflecting of the edge and approaching the adult 

stage. In Specimen No. 4 (the largest in Victoria) you will see that the reflection of the lip is greater – an adult 

example.  

 

Another illustration of growth – stages is in a series of common Cowry shells, such as we have here; trace it 

from the young stage to the adult where the is turned inwards until the final stage with a beautiful edge, is 

reached. This applies also to our largest Victorian Cowry as observed in the specimen before you (Umbilia 

hesitata).  I have shown you the largest in Victoria and here is the smallest Victorian adult shell Orbitestella 

bastowi 1/30 inch, dredged in Western Port. Dredging in Port Phillip is not so successful at the present day as the 

depositing of silt and mud has apparently affected the Fauna and Flora. Many shore collecting areas have 

suffered in a result. 

 

Victoria boasts a fair representation of Mollusca, but generally speaking is not to be compared with other states, 

our colder waters affecting the Fauna both numerically and as regards colour.   

Amoria undulata   (Wavy Volute) is a species frequently dredged in WesternPort and sometimes found at night 

with the aid of a lamp on sand banks, and this method of securing living specimens applies to many other 

forms. 

Negyrina subdistorta  Many folk ask how the young are produced. Here is one ovipositing on the valve of the 

common "Fan" Chlamys asperrimus. 

Fasciolaria australasiae  "Spindle Shell". We have it on the table with its young; one often finds this little 

"bunch of grapes" on the shore, and that means whereby the creature deposits the young. Originally one of these 

capsules contains from 4 to 9 shells. A similar form is Austrosipho grandis and if not careful you will miss it. 

You can easily differentiate the two genera, the former possesses folds on the columella, the other not. 

The first man to discover the "Roadnight‟s Volute" was Baron Von Mueller. In the 1870‟s he was staying at a 

hotel near the Gippsland Lakes. He noticed the unusual shape of the shell being used to prop up his window. 

The Baron passed it on to Professor McCoy who described it and named it after the Landlord‟s mother – Mrs. 

Roadnight. 

Murex triformis is a type of shell, very interesting and here is a series; this species is dredged alive in Western 

Port and is often detected on the shores, but much eroded; the reason for the name is obvious. 
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Murex denudatus Dredged in Western Port and easily distinguished from the above by its fronded varices. 

Scallops and Fan Shells. The former are flat on one valve and round on the other, but in the latter, convexity is 

noted as in  Chlamys asperrimus a species in life more often than not covered with sponges, removal of which 

reveals a shell in perfect condition with spines intact. Scallops and Fans are richly coloured but poorly 

represented in Victoria. In life bordering the interior edge, will be seen a wonderful series of eyes. Locomotion 

in these bivalves is brought about by the opening and closing of the valves. Tonight I have brought along for 

your acceptance a box of some of the dredgings containing C.asperrimus and several other species of smaller  

shells – take specimens from each container – I have indicated how many; they were mostly obtained by 

dredging. 

Humphreyia strangei  "Tube-Shell" A "strange" shell by name and character and a trap for the unwary.  You 

will occasionally see then in collections.  To look at them this is quite understandable, but in reality they are 

bivalves.  Examine them carefully, at the base you will detect two tiny valves incorporated in a tube.   But one 

specimen of the valves has been dredged and that by myself.  When at home in 1907  I showed it to the British 

Museum authorities and they were so pleased with it that I returned minus the specimen.  I presented it to the 

Museum provided a note was published crediting Victoria with the finding of it.  A fine piece of work by Mr. 

A.E. Smith, the Curator of Molluscs resulted with a picture of the shell and animal which is soft terminating 

posteriorly in a thin whip-like process. 

Dacosta australis  Here we have another species of "Tube Shell" which is quite distinct, obtained in quantity at 

Balmoral, Sydney.  Take a chisel or blunt knife and they may be removed quickly.  In this case one valve is 

incorporated in the tube, and the other moving freely about just inside the tube; it has been found in Victoria; 

hidden by Corallino. The species will probably be located on the Eastern shores of Victoria between Lakes 

Entrance and Mallacoota. 

Gastrochaena tasmanica  Here we have a little bold-like excrescence developing into a tube.  Cut it open.  Two 

valves are right inside moving freely about.  In about 8 fathoms, I have found them off Point Cook – a happy 

hunting ground for Mollusca. 

Tenagodus australis  This "worm-shell" appears in Western Port living in company in spongy matter,  The 

clump before you was presented to the Museum and is part of an assemblage about four or five foot long 

containing hundreds of specimens obtained in Bass Strait by the ill-fated Trawler "Endeavour." 

Neotrigonia margaritacea  Here you have a lovely series from pin‟s head form to adult about 1½ inches in 

diameter.  Distributed all over Western Port but principally in a muddy sea-bed off Rhyll.  Truly a beautiful 

species with strong radial sculpture.  Examine with lens the early (nepionic) stage and note the difference in 

sculpture.  It is probable no more wonderful hinge exists and care must be exercised in opening and closing.  

The presence of the slightest pieces of grit will prevent closing and will definitely break the hinge.  Removal of 

the obstruction by toothbrush is advised.  Australia is the metropolis of the species. 

Conus anemone  A common species in dredgings at Western Port and living on the shore in crevices of rocks, 

exhibiting much variation in colour.  A pure white form invested with a creamy epidermis appears in life on the 

rocks at Back Beach Portsea and nearby frequently seen on the shores.  This is merely an albino of the above 

and is sometimes known under the name of C. singletoni. 

Conus segravei  A rare species in Western Port dredgings and occasionally found on the shores at Shoreham 

and Flinders.  This is a distinct form named by the late Mr. J.H. Gatliff.  It is beautifully coloured and may be 

separated from anemone by its smoothness and roseate interior. 

Conus rutilus  A small charming little species about ½ inch.  Dredged in Western Port and easily recognized by 

its pyriform shape and brilliant colouring. 

Philine angasi  A peculiar white animal and shell, dredged in mud off Port Melbourne, St. Kilda and Point 

Cook.  The shell is internal entirely covered by the mantle of the animal.  A predacious creature attacking its 

prey (small bivalves) crushing the valves by its gizzard plates and the rest is easy. 

Multivalve Shells (Chitons)  A pleasing group to work on – called Multivalves because as you know multi 

means many and there are many valves. In fact the shell possesses eight surrounded by the girdle.  Obtained by 

dredging and on the shores under and on the surface of stones and broken shells, etc.  To prevent curling, quick 

removal from the stones must eventuate and tied with tape to a flat piece of wood, and when dried the animal 

should be removed to lessen the chance of attack by other forms of life.  About 60 or more appear in Victorian  
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waters and it is certain with diligent search more will be forthcoming.  Many species exhibit beautiful colouring 

and sculpture. 

Shells with holes.  This will be seen on many bivalves due to attack by the radula of predacious forms such as 

sand snails, whelks, etc. 

"Painted Lady" or  "Pheasant Shell"   Technically known as Phasianella. Frequently obtained by dredging and 

on sea-weeds close to shore. They occur at  Queenscliff, Newhaven, etc; and join the company of our most 

beautiful shells.  

Keyhole Limpet   Deriving its name from the characteristic perforation. I understand one of the rarer forms 

appeared at one of your excursions Cosmetalepas concatenatus ; examination with lens will depict a beautiful 

shagreened surface and a canary yellow exterior. 

Turritella subsquamosa  "Screw Shell"  Dredged in Western Port. You will note the proprietary of the 

vernacular name by virtue of its likeness to a screw.  

Myodora brevis.  Dredged off Point Cook, at one time a frequent visitor to the shores of Port Melbourne but 

now a rarity in that area. This is a triangular bivalve, flat on the upper valve and convex on the other. Several 

species of the genus exist in Victoria. 

Serpulorbis sipho  Common in Port Phillip and dredged in living condition attached to stones off Point Cook. 

Callanaitis disjecta  "Frilled Venerid"  Dredged off St.Kilda, South Melbourne, Rosebud where perfect 

examples are obtained.  Found on the beaches but seldom in good order, the "frills" disappearing by erosion. 

Ericusa papillosa  (Volute)  A charming species 3 to 4 inches obtained by dredging in Western Port and 

occasionally washed up on the beaches. 

 Typhis yatesi   "The Horned Typhis"  One of our rare shells obtained by dredging in Western Port but seldom 

appearing on the beaches.  It is a peculiar "Murex like" shape with horns, the last being very prominent and 

perforated, occupied by the excurrent canal. 

Calliostama incertum  "Sinistral or Reversed Shell"  Dredged in Western Port and occasionally in shell sand.  

The aperture appearing to the left of the axis.  Reeve, the author of the species, remarked that the normal shell 

would be dextral; such is not the case – it is definitely a reversed shell, and I have never seen a dextral form. 

Speaking of sinistral forms an example of the common warrener appears in the Gatliff collection at the National 

Museum Melbourne, and to my knowledge is unique. 

Modiolus albicostus (Mussel)  Not the least interesting are the mussels of which several species are dredged in 

Victorian waters, among them the above, a brown form with a light coloured band, the rare M. victoriae  named 

by J.H. Gatliff and the charming Amygdalum beddomei an elongated cream-coloured form with brownish 

splashes – found living in spongy material in company with the above off Tortoise Head. 

Cymatium spengleri   ("Rock Whelk")  Here is a series from specimens less than ½ an inch to about 7 inches 

frequently dredged in Western Port but more often located on rocks at low waters hidden in crevices and under 

ledges; it is very common cast up on the shores at Lorne.  The young are deposited in a circular group of 

capsules;  this assemblage having been likened to peach cut in half and the kernel removed; this actual 

specimen of the "nest" was dredged close to the Sorrento Pier. 

Cymatium waterhousei  A species also dredged at Western Port.  It is an ally of spengleri but easily 

distinguished by its smaller size, more scaly and hairy epidermis and other points of difference. 

Astraea fimbriata  "Star Shell"   From Western Port dredgings, note the whorls, the lower edges of which 

exhibit a beautiful frilled-like margin resembling a star. 

Mr. Hartley asked two questions (a) the best tide to go out with (b) the depth of Western Port.  Answer: - 

Experience has shown to work with the ebb tide and return with the flood.  Sometimes the wind is too strong or 

the sea in a bad mood; the boatman would understand this and possibly work in zig-zag fashion.  Depth 4-10 

fathoms.  

 

This article has been copied verbatim from notes typed on Quarto paper possibly by Charles Gabriel himself, to be used for his 

talk.   The only difference is a change of type font and the use of italics for genera and species names. This gives a fascinating 

insight into the times, experiences and taxonomy of that era.    Editor.  

 


