
    TTHHEE  MMAALLAACCOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  

                                              OOFF  AAUUSSTTRRAALLAASSIIAA  IInncc..  

  VVIICCTTOORRIIAANN  BBRRAANNCCHH  BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
               (Mailed to financial members of the Society within Victoria) 

                                                                   Price 50¢ 

            EDITOR:                      EDITOR        Val Cram. Tel. No. 9792 9163 

                                                 ADDRESS:    6 Southdean Street, Dandenong, Vic. 3175  

                                                  EMAIL:         donald.cram@bigpond.com  

 

VIC. BR. BULL. NO.  254                                                                              JUNE/ JULY /AUGUST 2010 

                                                                  

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 21st of June  at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

 

Raffles & Supper as usual. 

 

 

There will be no meeting in July. 

 

 

A  Bulletin will be issued prior to the August meeting. 

 
 

Articles are still needed for the Bulletin.   Please send before the end of July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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SNAIL COLLECTING BY DOG 

Everyone in my family, even those not so interested are aware of my interest in snails and occasionally 
bring in an odd specimen.  Now it appears that The Dog has now been educated to do the same and he 
has a taste for hirsute creatures like himself.  

After taking said dog for a walk tonight in the wilds of suburban Brighton on a cool slightly damp evening, I 
went to feed him and on bringing his dog bowl inside into the light was surprised to find a specimen of an 
introduced snail that I had not previously collected in Victoria.  This snail is most likely Microxeromagna 
lowei (Potiez & Michaud, 1838). I originally felt it to be Microxeromagna armillata (Lowe, 1852) which is 
not recorded in Smith & Kershaw, 1979 as occurring in Victoria. However it appears that this species is 
now in synonymy  with lowei as is Microxeromagna vestita (Rambur, 1868) which is figured by Smith & 
Kershaw from Victoria. 

The specimen found is approximately 9mm diameter and a dark grey 
brown colour with scattered white flamules and has a series of close set 
raised radial ridges. Interestingly minute hairs can also be seen under 
the lens and barely by the naked eye still adherent to parts of the shell. 
The animal is a semitransparent white colour with white mantle and 
grey blue eye stalks. 

A similar snail is found in some coastal areas around Port Phillip bay and 
I have always assumed this to be Candidula intersecta (Poiret, 1801). It 
is lighter in colour and more elevated but may yet prove to be the same 
species.  Both species originate from the Mediterranean area. 

The attached image of Microxeromagna vestita is from Smith & Kershaw page 239 and gives an idea of the 
shape of the shell. 

References:  

Beckmann 2007 Die Land-und Susswassermollusken der Balearischen Inseln 
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Geoff Macaulay 

 

MALSOC Night dive at Sorrento - Friday 09th April 2010 

 

With the expectation of decent weather, low winds, flat seas & water temperatures in the high teens the first 

official MALSOC dive of the year was conducted late on Friday night 09th April 2010 ai the Sorrento Pier 

& Ferry Terminal. Various members had completed dives thoughtout the summer though with mixed 

results. 

The day started earlier for Lynton & myself. Adhering to the POETS philosophy Lynton was at my place by 

4pm. Luckily for Lynton my first aid certification doesn't expire until August 2010. As he opened his car 

boot to transfer his gear we spotted a large redback spider crawling into his wetsuit! Arachnophobia (who 

mentioned that?) meant that I was forced to grab his wetsuit and throw it on the ground. I managed to 

extricate the spider from the suit. For some reason Lynton wouldn't accept my reasoning that redback 

spiders live alone and are not known for forming colonies. Each bit of dive gear was carefully examined or 

repeatedly stomped on! Ironically our third buddy for the night dive was to be Geoff, a GP.  Geoff... Lynton 

has requested that you add midazolam to your dive kit! 

 

Finally we were on our way to the Mornington Peninsula, just managing to miss most of the crazy Friday 

night rush hour! We decided to head to Rye pier tier a short Night dive to allow Lynton to test out his  
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canister light. We geared up in the Rye car park, the local carnival in full swing with 80's & 90's disco 

music blaring - sufficient incentive to get underwater as quickly as possible! As we were preparing to jump 

in a young kid started talking to us. He was bored waiting for his father to catch fish and was obviously 

amused by the sight of two Frogmen". Then came the questions... "Why are you scuba diving? Can't you 

swim?". Now how do you answer that!? Finally he allowed us to enter the water. 

 

Rye Pier is a much lauded diving site but for shell collectors it does not have much to offer. Lynton & I 

slowly made our way along from the lower entry platform and then along the L-Shaped end section. It is a 

great area for many small & juvenile fish species, effectively a nursery. The first interesting mollusc 

observation was a slightly sub-adult specimen of Notocypraea  piperita  hiding under a large rotten jetty 

timber @3m depth. Then Lynton observed a lovely specimen of Nassarius compactus out crawling. Near 

the end of the sixty minute dive Lynton found an adult specimen of Notocypraea piperita, the first time he 

has observed this species alive in situ in Victoria. It is perhaps somewhat surprising that this species 

occurs here given the general low diversity of other molluscs at the site. Note: MALSOC member Michael 

Lyons first observed this species at Rye Pier on a Night night dive back in 2008. 

 

Molluscs observed  Notocypraea  piperita, Nassarius  compactus, Cominella eburnea, Cabestana 

spengleri, Thais orbita, Conus anemone, Cabestana tabulata (dead only). 

 

Interesting Fish & other Marine species observed:- 

Velvet fish (Aploactisorna milesii)  Common Weedlish (Heteroclinus perspicillatus)  Crested Wecdtish 

(Cristiceps australis).  Common Stargazer / Eastern Stargazer (Kathetostoma laeve) Sand Octopus 

(Octopus kaurna) and Dumpling Squid (Sepioloidea lineolata) 

 

We were soon on our way to Sorrento Pier & Ferry Terminal via a refuelling stop at KFC for our 9pm 

rendezvous with fellow MALSOC diver Geoff Macaulay.     Sorrento Pier & Ferry Terminal is an 

interesting dive site. Despite its relatively shallow depths (mostly 3m depth with a maximum of 6m in the 

Ferry Terminal) it is very current prone due to its close proximity to the shipping channel. The optimum 

times to dive here are during slack water, i.e. at the tide change. Also the regular departure of the Sorrento - 

Queenscliff ferry means it can only really be safely dived at night! For these reasons the site is infrequently 

dived. 

 

We geared up and then made the 150m walk out onto the T-shaped pier. On our way a local fisherman started 

telling us about a lost diver incident at Mornington Pier. We assured him that we wouldn't get lost! Giant 

stride entries at 9:30pm to coincide with the weakening ebb tide were made from the lower landing. 

Somehow Lynton & I managed to miss the 1m long Port Jackson shark resting near one of the pylons. 

 

We made our way to the western end of the pier and slowly explored our way east. There is a lot of 

interesting habitat and structure under the pier with sponges, bryozoan colonies, collapsed jetty timbers, old 

tyres, rocks and plenty of discarded fishing gear etc. Not long into the dive I lifted up a large mass of 

bryozoans and discovered two lovely specimens of Notocypraea piperita hiding underneath. A wonderful 

sight to a Notocypraea fanatic like myself. I tried signaling Lynton but he was just hovering in mid water. 

Finally Geoff came over to investigate. We later found out Lynton was tangled in discarded fishing line. He 

was most impressed to experience the PADI buddy system working well!   I was to observe a further five 

adult specimens on this dive along with a number of juveniles. Shortly alter Lynton found a lovely pale 

specimen of Notocypraea comptonii. Geoff also observed both of these species and later commented that 

they are out in good numbers this season perhaps due to the warmer water!'' 

 

As I was turning over sponge I discovered a stunning Prickly Anglerfish, always a lovely species to observe 

managing this time to get Lynton's attention. The highlight of the dive for me though was probably the 

stunningly beautiful Johnston's Weedfish which rivals many tropical species in it's form & colour. Lynton 

showed me a large specimen of Conus anemone that he had collected. The specimen is close to 70mm long 

which is quite large for the species in Victorian waters. 
 

After around 90 minutes Lynton signaled that he was surfacing. I decided to head over to the Ferry terminal  
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area in slightly deeper water (6m). It is a very picturesque area and looks so promising for the shell 

collector. Scouring of the rock in this area has occurred, forming large undercuts full of colourful marine 

growths. Unfortunately very few mollusc species seem to occur here! In my previous three visits I had only 

collected one shell from this area. 

I was just preparing to return to the pier and end my dive when I saw a large specimen of Clanculus undatus 

attached to a small piece of rock deep inside an undercut. I normally wouldn't bother collecting this species 

but this specimen was large, high-spired, very clean and in excellent condition. I was somewhat surprised to 

discover this species here, normally more suited to the swell-influenced ocean coasts of Victoria where it 

can be quite prevalent. 

 

Alter nearly two hours in the water I decided it was time to surface. As I walked back to the car park, Geoff 

& Lynton were getting changed. We compared notes and all agreed it was a most enjoyable dive!  Lynton & 

I reached my house around 1:30am. Unlike Geoff we didn't have to work in the morning! Who said we were 

crazy... 

Molluscs observed: 

 

Notocypraea comptonii N piperita Conus anemone Sassia verrucosa Glossaulax didyma (= N.aulacoglossa) 

Cabcstana tabulata Penion maxima Astralium aureum Clanculus plebejus Clanculus undatus 

Phasianotrochus apicinus Scrpulorbis sipho Cacozeliana granaria Cominella eburnean,   Myrtilus edulis 

(providing a feast for many large hungry sea stars Costinoaceras) Chlamys asperrimus Chlamys aktinos 

Hapalochlaena maculosa Sepiotcuthis australis Sepia apama. .Nassarius pyrrhus Nassarius compatus 

Lamellaria australis Tugali cicatricosa 'I'hais orbita 

Many columbellids including Mitrella leucostoma f. dictua . 
 

Interesting Fish & other Marine species observed: 

 

Prickly Anglerfish (Echinophryne crassispina) Johnston's Weedfish (Heteroclinus johnstoni) Common 

Weedfish (Heteroclinus perspicillatus) Common Stargazer / Eastern Stargazer (Kathetostoma laeve) 

Trapania sp. (either brunnea and/ or benni)  Neodoris chrysoderma Green Tambja Nudibranch (Tambja sp. 

2 sensu Burn (2006))  Sand Octopus  (Octopus kaurna)  Dumpling Squid (Seoioloidea liniolata).                                                                                       

 

Simon Wilson, Lynton Stephens & Geoff Macaulay 

Little limpets: additional notes. 

 

These notes supplement earlier notes on little limpets in Victorian waters (Vic. Br. Bulletins 236 

October/November 2006; 241 August/September 2007; 246 October/November 2008). 

 

Asteracmea crebristriata (Verco, 1905).  Very few live specimens have been collected, and no habitat 

association noted.  The presence of a thin pink coralline encrusting partly or wholly the exterior of the shell 

suggested a habitat among red algae.  In January this year, Joan Hales discovered a specimen living on the 

pink coralline alga Cheilosporum sagittatum, collected from an intertidal pool at Harmers Haven.  Again, 

the shell was invested with a thin pink coralline encrustation, making it almost invisible upon the alga.  This 

discovery makes it very likely that the correct habitat is upon pink coralline algae, perhaps specifically as an 

obligate of C. sagittatum.  The specimen still attached to the alga has been deposited in the MV collection. 

 

Valentine (1965) working on quaternary molluscs from Port Fairy, was the first to identify and figure this 

species from Victoria.  He compared his fossil specimens from that area with unidentified recent specimens 

from Portsea in the MV collection. 

 

Pugillaria stowae (Verco, 1906).  Live specimens of this elusive small species of Siphomariidae were 

reported in 2006 from Portland and 2008 from Inverloch.  An earlier record of live-taken specimens was 

found among unidentified molluscan material from the MRG’s Southern Port Phillip Survey.  Two 

specimens   have been separated out from material collected by SCUBA at station 8, 10m depth, April 1993.  

The larger shell is 6mm long, and both shells are distinctly  ribbed like the Tasmanian specimen figured in  
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2006.  The Portland and Inverloch shells were quite smooth by comparison.  Perhaps there is more than one 

species involved.  These specimens too have been deposited in the MV collection. 

Robert Burn 

 

Unexpected specimens of Vexillum pellucidum (Tate, 1887) (Gastropoda: Costellariidae). 
 

Everyone interested in natural history is invariably confronted with more uncertainties than facts concerning 

the objects of their curiosity. Material not immediately yielding its secrets is often set aside, awaiting the 

passage of time to shed further light on it. One example of such a process has been the recent discovery in 

my own material of two specimens of the rare gastropod Vexillum pellucidum (Tate, 1887) (type locality 

Fowlers Bay, South Australia). 

 

This delicately beautiful species was brought to my attention by Lynton Stephens after he found a specimen 

in shell grit which we collected at Silverleaves Beach, Phillip Island in September, 2006. Subsequently, 

Joan Hales documented finding it at Harmers Haven in November, 2008 (Hales, 2008), and pictured this 

specimen next to a photograph of the holotype (the latter housed in the South Australian Museum). It was, 

in particular, a recollection of these most helpful photographs that enabled me to identify the unknown gems 

in my own material. 

 

Both of my specimens come from Cat Bay, Phillip Island, collected in 2003 in beach shell grit (specimen 1, 

of length 9.0 mm, on 11 April; specimen 2, of length 7.0 mm, on 10 July). The elongate shells, shown 

below, are pure white, semi-translucent, with delicate axial and spiral sculpture, the latter more pronounced 

anteriorly, and with four columellar plications. 

 

The generic placement of this species has been the topic of some debate, as outlined by Hales (2008). Tate 

(1887) described it as a Mitra, but Cernohorsky (1980) and Wilson (1993) place it in Vexillum. Robin and 

Martin (2004) illustrate it as ―Mitra (Charitodoron) pellucidum (Tate, 1897)‖ in plate M-20, but on page 17 

(Robin and Martin, 2004) list it as ―Charitodoron pellucidum Tate, 1887‖; they provide no justification for 

their choice, nor for their rejection of Vexillum. 

 

Wilson (1994) lists the range as from Portsea, Victoria and west to the Great Australian Bight. The paucity 

of specimens means that this range is probably conservative, and, as discussed, has been extended eastwards 

by Joan Hales’ record from Harmers Haven, Victoria. 
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                                                                         Vexillum pellucidum (Tate, 1887) 

Platon Vafiadis 

 

 

March Meeting Report 

 

Simon Wilson, Michael Lyons and Geoff Macaulay spoke on a recent diving trip to Rye and Sorrento 

Pier’s, and showed selected specimens collected . A full account of their talks is on page 2 and 3 of this 

bulletin.  

 

April Meeting Report  

 

Much of this meeting time was taken up discussing the possible purchase of a data projector . With the 

almost universal use of the digital camera and the live animal images taken by some of our members and 

those of the Marine Research Group, it was considered essential that we have the capacity to show these at 

meetings.  Members and visiting speakers will also be able to give power point presentations of their 

observations, study and research.  
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