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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 18th of October at the Melbourne Camera Club 

Building, cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.  This will be a members night. 

 

 

 

The November meeting will be on the 15th  and  will be the annual meeting  and election of office  bearers 

This will also be a members night unless advised otherwise.    

 

 

 

Raffles & Supper as usual. 

 

 

 

As we now have a new data projector members are encouraged to prepare presentations on disc or USB.  

 

 

Although the bulletin format has not changed we have now introduced colour images, which should add 

more interest to the articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

  

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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August Meeting    A tray of land snails from South Africa 
 

The shells I brought in were — 

1: several Achatinas from South Africa 

    the largest was A.immaculata at 127mm, the striped only was A.cf ventricosa at 80mm and the third was 

an unnamed and probably narrow range endemic coastal species possibly similar to Archachatina 

limitanea. 

2: a specimen of Margarya melanoides, a large endangered freshwater snail from yunnan China and which 

was covered in a recent edition of Molluscan Studies. 

3: a copy of a recent Zootaxa publication titled "A morphological phylogenetic analysis and generic 

revision of Australian Helicarionidae (Gastropoda: Pulmonata: Stylommatophora), and an assessment of 

the relationships of the family" by Hyman and Ponder 2010. This provides some interesting information 

primarily on the east coast Helicarionid snails for anyone who is interested. Many of these species are quite 

large and conspicuous semislugs seen not infrequently in Eastern Forests. 

                                                                                                                                                  Geoff Macaulay 

Another book by Alan Monger  

Alan has produced another computer generated book  entitled  “ MOLLUSCS FOR THE MASOCHISTS” 

THE FAMILIES AMATHINIDAE, PYRAMIDELLIDAE  EULIMIDAE  OF SOUTH- EASTERN 

AUSTRALIA .  Descriptions and figures of molluscs generally accepted as being in these three families.  

This is a follow up to his 2007  TURRIDS of SOUTH_EASTERN AUSTRALIA and the 2009  “ WEE 

LITTLE SHELLS” THE “RISSOAS” OF VICTORIA AND SOUTH_EASTERN AUSTRALIA. that has 

proved so useful to both collectors and specialists.   This book comprises 38 pages of A4 size and the 

introduction and one page of the book is reproduced here.                                              

  

  'MOLLUSCS FOR MASOCHISTS" 

This paper provides details of every description that I can locate of species in the families AMATHIN!DAE, 

PYRAMIDELLIDAE and EULIMIDAE from South Eastern Australia, with special emphasis on those 

known from Victoria. These families are notoriously difficult and there are many species that have been 

reduced to synonyms of others. As well as that, it appears that there are probably numerous other species 

not yet recognized and formally described. I have not attempted to look for the latter. My aim is to put 

together the current knowledge in one volume so that anybody working on the families herein will be able 

to see at a glance a great deal of what is already known. 

 

 In general, the species herein are those known from about Sydney, around the coast to Tasmania and as far 

west as Adelaide (or thereabouts). For most species, I have given the full original description - or very close 

to that - with minor variations for uniformity. Where possible I have also given the original figure so that I 

am not dealing with somebody else's interpretation of what the species looks like. Genera assigned to any 

particular taxa vary enormously depending on what paper or book you read. Laseron, in particular, erected 

numerous genera as well as numerous species for NSW. Nearly all of his species are included herein but I 

have kept most of them in a separate section at the end of each family as most are only known from the 

Sydney region. For many of those species, I have kept descriptions to the bare minimum. For more detail 

Laseron's two papers on NSW Eulimidae and Pyramidellidae are easily obtained. It is quite certain that with 

more work on these families the genera will change. Waren, in particular, (1983) has revised the Eulimid 

genera and, in many cases, I have adopted his names. 

 Geographic ranges given are derived mainly from the literature and partly from personal 

observations or those of my volunteer colleagues at the Museum of Victoria. 

 

 Acknowledgements: Thanks are due to Chris Rowley at Museum of Victoria for assistance with obtaining 

papers from the museum library, members of the Marine Research Group of FNCV for their support and 

comments and notes on species distribution; and finally to Bob Burn for his assistance with obtaining or 

locating many papers otherwise difficult to find, and also his great knowledge and encouragement with this 

and many other projects. 
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A photographic supplement to Florence Murray’s description of the animal of Austroginella 

johnstoni (Petterd, 1884) (Marginellidae). 
 

The late Florence Vivienne Murray was a prominent member of the Victorian Branch of the 

Malacological Society of Australia and made important contributions to malacology in the areas of 

molluscan reproduction and egg masses. In 1959 she published a short paper describing the external 

anatomy of the southern Australian marginellid Austroginella johnstoni (Petterd, 1884), complete with 

drawings of the extended animal and a lateral view of the head-foot (Murray, 1959). This species ranges 

from northern New South Wales to South Australia and also Tasmania (Jansen, 2000). 

 

The technology lacking in Florence Murray’s time but so generally available today has enabled the 

handsome animal of this species to be 

photographed in all of its splendour, and the 

images contained herein are offered in 

appreciation of, and as a small and meagre 

supplement to, her excellent work. The animals 

shown below were from the lower littoral and 

shallow sub-littoral edge of the western bank of 

the Shallow Inlet channel, Waratah Bay, 

Victoria, observed during field excursions with 

the Marine Research Group of the FNCV on 18 

March 2009 (specimens 1 and 2) and 7 March, 

2010 (specimen 3). The penis and proboscis 

(structures which I have never personally 

observed in this species) are not shown, but are 

discussed and figured by Murray (1959). 

                                                                                                                             (1)  

Florence Murray’s obituary and bibliography  

provided by Burn (1971). 

                                                                                                                                                

                                        (2)                                                                                     (3) 

 

References and further reading: 

Burn R (1971). Obituary: Florence V. Murray, 1908-1970. Journal of the Malacological Society of 

Australia, 2(2): 97-99. 

 

Jansen P (2000). Seashells of south-east Australia. Capricornica Publications, Lindfield, NSW. 

 

Murray FV (1959). The animal of Austroginella johnstoni (Petterd). Journal of the Malacological Society 

of Australia, 3: 23-25. 

Platon Vafiadis 
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Interesting cowry from The Mornington Peninsula 

 

The ocean side of the Mornington Peninsula is subjected to an almost continuous pounding from the large, 

swell driven, waves that roll in from across Bass Strait. It is possible to dive here only during periods of 

low swell and prolonged bouts of northerly winds. Even when the seas are perfect it can still be difficult to 

find safe locations for diving (particularly at night). These conditions were encountered by chance one cold 

and rainy August night. A dive at Portsea, on the Port Phillip Bay side of the Peninsula, was abandoned 

when my dive buddy, Simon Wilson, and I were confronted by “storm force” onshore winds whipping up 

large seas that were crashing into the pier. With the recent disappearance of the beach adjacent to the pier 

these waves were also eroding the foreshore, releasing fine particles of silt that were washing back and 

discolouring the water for quite a considerable distance offshore. Diving here was out of the question! 

       

Scouting for replacement dive sites we looked at the back beach at Sorrento and the conditions looked 

relatively benign, with just the occasional set of larger waves coming through.  Enthused by what we saw 

we looked for another, hopefully more sheltered location, before finally deciding on Diamond bay. 

We waited till nightfall and after suiting up made our way down to the beach, hanging a flashing strobe 

light from a suitable vantage on the way.  We waded out over sand and accumulations of dislodged 

seaweed until we were chest deep in cold, clear water and after looking back to confirm the reassuring 

strobe was visible, we descended and swam out over low profile, weed covered, reef until we reached the 

centre of the bay’s opening.  

 

The mollusc fauna consisted of large numbers of Turbo undulata, Haliotis rubra and Thais orbita with the 

occasional Conus anemone and Mitra carbonaria. We reached a depth of 4-5 metres before swimming to 

and following along the “undersea cliff,” formed where the intertidal sandstone platform ends abruptly and 

falls away to 3-6 metres of water. This cliff face provides habitat for creatures such as the Southern Rock 

Lobster (of which I saw seven) and in some areas ravines have formed where chunks of the platform have 

been eroded by wave action. These ravines were very prone to surge, even in the calm conditions we were 

experiencing, and we were constantly being dragged to and fro, sometimes finding ourselves in the 

uncomfortable position of being wedged in a rather too small crevice! 

      

It was deep under an overhang on the side of one such ravine where I found a very interesting cowry.       It 

was on a small white coloured ascidian in 4 metres of water. I figured it was the “casta” form of 

Notocypraea comptoni, and thought my suspicions were confirmed when Simon collected a typical 

Notocypraea comptoni less than 50cm from where this shell was found.   

We continued searching this ravine but no further cowries were seen so we moved on.  I later found a 

typical Notocypraea piperita on the roof of a small crevice and another N. comptoni in another ravine. But 

these were to be the last of the cowries. Other shells seen included Cancellaria lactea, Vexillum australe, 

Thais baileyana and some nice colour forms of Conus anemone. 

After 90 minutes underwater it was time to surface, orientate ourselves with our strobe light, and swim 

back to shore. We exited the water in pouring rain at around 10.30pm quite pleased with the dive and what 

we had found. 

 

When I got home I decided to give the “casta” a closer look and immediately realised that the animal 

shared characteristics more consistent with N. piperita than N. comptoni. It had a white foot and siphon, 

with pale orange tentacles and a thin, translucent mantle with patchy areas of pale brown pigment. The 

siphon on this particular specimen was different to that of a typical Notocypraea in that it was not a 

rounded tube but rather scalloped giving it a “twin barrelled” appearance. (This could perhaps be a 

deformity). 

 

The radula was isolated and photographed by Don Cram and is typical of that of N. piperita.The dorsum of 

the shell is uniform very pale apricot in colour.     Length 19.6mm width 11.5mm height 10mm. there are a 

few indistinct spots on the left margin whilst the right margin has 25 small pale chestnut spots spread along 

its length.      Don Cram examined the shell and believes it matches the holotype of Notocypraea wilkinsi 

Griffiths 1959. The radula (illustrated) also matches that of the holotype. 
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   Notocypraea comptoni left, N. piperita wilkinsi centre and typical N. piperitai right collected at night at Diamond Bay. 

 
 

The living animal of N .piperita wilkinsi 

(note areas of brown pigment on mantle) 

and an optical photomicrograph of the  

radula taken by Don Cram. 

 

 

 

 

 

These images and others from this diving trip were shown at the August 

meeting. 

 

                                                                                                                                        

 Michael Lyons 

 

Forty years on - How it all began 

 

In 1968 we became interested in shells after spending holidays in Sydney and collecting with our young 

family at Long Reef, Boat Harbour and Shell Harbour. This interest prompted me to ring the phone 

number of the Malacological Society of Australia which was listed as a private address in Malvern. A 

lady identified herself as Fay Murray and invited us to attend the next meeting of the Victorian Branch 

then held at the Royal Society building in Melbourne. She said you will find me as I will be wearing a 

little uniform. We were met at the door by this lady wearing a neck brace and we realised later this was 

her quaint way of introducing herself.  

 

The meeting was attended by over 50 people ranging from academics and advanced amateurs to beginners 

and the speakers subjects were far in advance from anything we understood. We left the meeting carrying 

the door prize which I am sure she rigged,  a beautiful specimen of Spondylus tenellus.  

 

From there we began attending regular meetings and field days which set us on a journey of over forty 

years of enjoyment of this fascinating and rewarding pastime.  

 

Florence (Fay) Murray died in 1970 after years of suffering painful and crippling rheumatoid arthritis, but 

we had over two years of getting to know her and learning from her vast knowledge. 

 

If it had not been for the kindness and encouragement shown to us by that remarkable lady, the first visit 

may have only been a once off and that specimen of Spondylus tenellus still holds a special place in our 

collection today. 

Don & Val Cram 

  


