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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 17th October at  the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 
cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.   This will be a Member’s night. 
 
The November meeting will be on the 21st and  will be the annual meeting  and election of office  bearers This 
will also be a members night unless advised otherwise.    
 
Raffles & Supper as usual. 
 
Email from Denis McCann  
 
Council have chosen to have Molluscs 2012 at St Mary’s College, University of Melbourne, December 4, 5 and 
6 in 2012. This is just a short email to let you know that I have been asked to help with the organisation of the 
2012 conference.  It would be wonderful if we could get another member or two from the Victorian Division to 
assist with the technical content and to serve on the committee. 
 
We need some input on morphology and systematics and I know that you have some members who are 
excellent malacologists in these areas.    Would you kindly circulate this email to as many Vic. division 
members that you can and ask anyone interested to contact me. 

  
Thanks again 
  
Denis McCann FCA FTIA 
Director 
Denis McCann Pty Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 
16 Sloane Street Stawell 3380 
Phone 03 5358 2944 
Fax 03 5358 1989 
Email monmac@netconnect.com.au 
 
 

 
Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 
Chairman                 Fred Bunyard        Tel. No. 9439 2147 

 
Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 
 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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Strange names:  a genus and a species 
 
The genus: Draculamya  Oliver & Lutzen, 2011.  Derivation of name: The “Dracula clam” name for its inferred 
feeding habit of ingesting body fluid following puncture made by the accessory foot organ. 
 
The type species of this new  genus is a minute, usually less than 2 mm long, bivalve dredged in the North-east 
Atlantic between 44°N and 69°N at bathyl depths of 1100m to 1350m.  The foot in adult specimens is equipped 
with a distinctive accessory organ that appears to be able to puncture the epidermis of its presently unknown 
host, from which body fluids can then be ingested.  No other bivalve is known to have such an accessory foot 
organ, though a related minute species is thought to be suctorial in habit. (Journal Conchology 40 (4): 365-392).  
 
The species: Selenochlamys ysbryda Rowson & Symondson, 2008.   Derivation of name:  Specific epithet 
ysbryda from the Welsh “ysbryd”. A ghost or spirit, latinized  by the addition of a feminine ending “a”.  The 
name alludes to the species ghostly appearance, predatory behaviour and the mystery surrounding its origin. 
 
Though found in a house garden in Cardiff, Wales, this recently described slug species is thought to have been 
introduced with plants to a nursery that existed in the area in the late 1800s.  Its nearest relative, the only other 
species of Selenochlamys, is endemic to the western Caucasus of Georgia and southern Russia, and adjacent 
parts of Turkey.  S. ysbryda is white, has very small eyes, a small rudimentary very posterior internal shell, and 
is capable of great elongation.  It usually anchors its tail end on the soil surface as it extends its head and body 
down burrows of earth worms, in search of these for food.  At rest, the body is 28-36mm long and 7-16mm 
wide, but when searching for earth worms can be more than 100mm in length, and narrow to as little as 3-6mm. 
 
 Journal of Conchology 39 (5): 537-552).    

Robert Burn                                                 
 

  

 
 Figures 4-7  Selenochlamys ysbryda        typical positions. 4 fully contracted  5 fully contracted ventral view; 6 semi contracted 
(a common resting position); 7 fully extended, probing earthworm burrow. Scalebars = 5mm. 
 

Robert Burn 
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August meeting report                                                                                                                                                       

 
Geoff Macaulay 
Brought in shells collected from Cottage by the Sea Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale. He showed images of 
some shells including some Marginellids  
He also showed images taken at the Yeppoon Shell Show. Whilst up in Yeppoon Geoff did some land snail 
collecting in the surrounding countryside. Geoff showed a selection of images of species he collected as well as 
showing some specimens.  
Books- 
Shells of the Hawaiian Islands 2 volume set in slip case by Mike Severns 
Fossil and Recent Muricidae of the World by D. Merle, B. Garrigues, J.-P. Pointier 

 
Don Cram 
Discussed a recent incidence of a Notocypraea angustata that did not appear to have a radula, even though it 
was a male animal with all it external organs intact. Don has prepared hundreds of radulae of Notocypraea  and 
other cowry species, by dissolving the animals and every now and then finds one without a radula. This leads to 
an interesting question – Why? 
Don also showed images of the lectotype of Notocypraea comptonii  held in the British Museum of Natural 
History. He was sent high resolution images on a disc. Brian Smith photographed the holotype of N. comptonii 
in 1977 but when Don visited the museum in 1980 the specimen had gone missing. 
 
Simon Wilson 
Showed specimens including Amoria undulata from Portsea and Stony Point; a dead Austroharpa punctata 
from Backstairs Passage, SA; Conus anemone form singletoni from Diamond Bay, Sorrento; Notochlamys 
hexactes from Stony Point; specimens of Notocypraea comptonii casta from western South Australia and a 
Notocypraea piperita from off Lakes Entrance 
 
Michael Lyons 
Images showing the animal of Cancellaria lactea 
Recent additions to his collection including Haustrum baileyanum, Chlamys aktinos, Pterynotus triformis, 
Venerupis galactites, Notochlamys hexactes, Pecten alba, Conus anemone, Callista diemensis and an unusual 
“burnt orange”mitre that he tentatively identified as Eumitra vincentiana (now synonymised with Vexillum 
australe)  
 
Platon Vafiadis 
Showed some images of molluscs seen on recent Marine Research Group field trip to Clifton Springs including 
live photos of Bulla Quoyii, Garuleus pictus, Garuleus cuspus, Ethminolia vitiliginea and Cingulina spina 

 
September Meeting Report 

 
Don Cram  brought in a selection of land snails from NSW and QLD. 
 
Geoff Macaulay  brought in some recent acquisitions to his library including Malacologica Mediterranea by T. 
Cossignani & R. Ardovini as well as recent issues of the periodicals Visaya, Novapex and Basteria. 
Geoff also showed specimens of land snails from Africa, Jamaica and Brazil. 
 
Platon Vafiadis  showed spectacular images of Opisthobranchs from Victorian waters. 
 
Michael Lyons  showed the valve of an unknown bivalve found at Flinders. Geoff Macaulay identified it as a 
tropical species, possibly Polymesoda erosa  

Michael Lyons 
Errata 
 
Vic Branch Bulletin  August /September 2011 No. 260  Page 5  Line 5.  delete 1791 read 1971. 
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Notocypraea declivis occidentalis Iredale, 1935  
 

It is well known that many of Tom Iredale’s descriptions were very brief, with insufficient detail to identify the 
species described from the description alone. This is truly the case with his descriptions of the four Notocypraea 
taxa he described. The first three N.emblema, N.dissecta and N.molleri described in 1931, are easily 
distinguished, as the type specimens are lodged in the Australian Museum in Sydney. 
 
In Australian Zoologist, Vol.8 p.133-134, he listed the range of N. declivis as: Tasmania, Victoria, South 
Australia, New South Wales, and West Australia with the following description. “This distinct species is easily 
recognised by the pale coloration, spotting on the back and lack of banding so noticeable in some of the other 
species of the same shape.  The West Australian shells from Geographe Bay are all more slender and may be 
regarded as a subspecies under the name N.declivis occidentalis nov.  It has sometimes been suggested that on 
account of the spotting this might be the true piperita, but the description does not agree, and this is the more 
uncommon shell, the spots being only on the sides of the shell in piperita according to the description”.     This 
classification was followed by Cotton in 1946 and Joyce Allan in her Cowry Shells of World Seas in 1956.  
 
 In his 1962 review of Notocypraea,  R.J.Griffiths at the conclusion of his summary of N.declivis, made this note 
: - “Iredale (1935) named a subspecies N.d.occidentalis from Western Australia. Of the shells in the Australian 
Museum labeled with this name, one is N.pulicaria and the others, which are piperate on the backs and have no 
dorsal bands visible, more nearly resemble N.piperita than N.declivis. Any further specimens put forward as 
N.d.occidentalis can easily be verified by the radula. At present evidence for a western sub-species is 
insufficient, and the name occidentalis must be considered invalid”.  
 

From this time onward most cowry specialists including Schilder, Burgess, and Wilson believed it to be a form 
of N.piperita on conchological grounds, although some including Taylor and Walls (1975) retained it as a form 
of N.declivis.  In their Guide to Worldwide Cowries (2000) Lorenz & Hubert rejected it as a form of N.declvis 
but in the discussion stated : “we agree with Raybaudi in accepting it as a valid species”. 
 
In July 1989 I received from Peter Ignotti a number of preserved specimens of the species referred to as 
N.declivis occidentalis, taken by diving off Yallingup WA.  Peter selected a series of specimens ranging from 
unspotted creamy white, spotted without bands, through to the typical N.piperita. All these specimens were 
found to have the typical N.piperita radula. 
 
In his 1962 review Griffiths produced rudimentary line drawings of the central teeth of all the species he 
discussed . All except N declivis were drawn from radulae he himself had extracted and mounted and many of 
these are extant in the Australian Museum, the Western Australian Museum, the South Australian Museum and 
Museum Victoria. The only Notocypraea radular drawings published prior to this were of N.pulicaria and 
N.declivis  by Albert Vayssiére in 1923.  Griffiths stated that his drawing of the N.declivs radula was based on the 
sketch by Vayssiére.  It appears that Griffiths did not have a radular mount of N.declivis, but listed it as similar to 
N.comptonii. 
 
In 1973 I made my first radular mounts of N.declivis from specimens we collected at Port MacDonnell and from 
one sent to me from Tasmania. Although similar they can easily be distinguished from N.comptonii. The central 
tooth of N.comptonii is much wider than high and shaped like a truncated triangle, the basal denticles are oblique 
and situated in the corners and the  teeth usually overlap along the entire ribbon, except the nascent teeth which 
are separated. With N.declivis, the central tooth is more squared in shape, usually similar in height and width, the 
basal denticles are towards the corners, but are not as prominently oblique as N.comptonii and the teeth are 
usually separated along the entire length of the ribbon. This method of identification has recently been tested by a 
number of typical and atypical specimens from Tasmania supplied to me by Simon Wilson. Both these are easily 
distinguished from N.piperita which has a central tooth that is squarish, with basal denticles that are centrally 
placed with the teeth always separated along the ribbon. 
 
It is clear at the time that Iredale did not know that N.declivis did not occur that far west and assumed by the 
spotting and lack of bands that it was a form of N.declivis.  The same has  situation subsequently occurred with 
specimens from around the Streaky Bay area in South Australia. The true N.declivis is restricted to the southeast  
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of South Australia and western Victoria, Bass Strait and Tasmania.  From my 40 years of radular studies of 
Notocypraea, with around 250 slides and several SEM images in my collection and the examination of about 
fifteen of R.J.Griffiths’ slides, although the concept of what is a valid species has changed, I can categorically 
state that the simple drawings he made are a true representation of what he saw. 
 
Although I did not have live taken specimens with animals intact of what were considered as specimens of 
N.d.occidentalis until 1989, I am sure they were available. The resistant skepticism towards this method that 
developed and remains even today inhibited any follow up of Griffiths’ prophetic 1962 statement : - “Any further 
specimens put forward as N.d.occidentalis can easily be verified by the radula”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   

 
 
 
 

             C.145- my collection.    Notocypraea piperita occidentalis, 20.2 x 12.0 x 9.6 mm.  with radula, from Yallingup. WA 
 

Line drawing by Vayssiére     
1923 of an N.declivis radula. 
 
Left.    Typical N.declivis  
radular image of a specimen 
from Port MacDonnell SA. 

   C.162- 21.2 x 12.6 x 10.0 mm. my collection with radula,  from 
 Anxious Bay South Australia.   N. piperita occidentalis 
 This shell is similar to C.145. 

  
 
Original line drawings by R.J Griffiths  of  central teeth   
of the  radulae of,  2. N.comptonii 3. N.declivis,  7. N.piperita 
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Don Cram 
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Diving and Land Snailing 
 
Dived at night Point Lonsdale Pier 30.7.11 in maximum 4m. 
 
Clanculus flagellatus Mesoginella pygmaeoides (in sand at 2m)  Cabestana tabulata  Sassia eburnea 
Thais baileyana  (on abalone)  Conus anemone (orange form)  Guraleus alucinans  Guraleus vincentinus  
Mitraguraleus mitralis 
  
Dived at night Cottages, Queenscliff in maximum 7m. 
 
Clanculus ochroleucus (=albanyensis)  Clanculus undatus   (on roof of caves)  Clanculus limbatus Phasianella 
australis   Thais baileyana   
  
  
A number of Landsnails were obtained on a recent trip to Queensland.  Larger species were collected directly 
by hand but smaller species were sorted from litter samples. Of interest the largest species Pedinogyra cania 
was collected by listening to and following Pitta Birds smashing the shells in rainforest. 
  
Bouldercombe Gorge area West of Rockhampton in dry rainforest patches (16 species). 
 
Pleuropoma talusata,  Signepupina davidsoni, Signepupina robusta,  Eremopeas tuckeri, Cylindrovertila hedleyi 
Tornatellinops mastersi, Gastrocopta pediculus, Paralaoma caputspinulae,  Gyrocochlea cf curtisiana, 
Rotacharopa annabellae, Omphaloropa varicose, Eddiella ingrami, Trachygenia lanuginosa, Figuladra narellae 
Figuladra incei curtisiana & Xanthomelon pachystylum. 

 
 Cania River area near Cania Gorge near Monto, QLD  (16 species). 
 
Pleuropoma talusata, Signepupina cf meridionalis, Signepupina tenuis, Pupisoma porti Coneuplecta microconus 
Eremopeas tuckeri,Pedinogyra cania,Montidelos canerisi,Griffithsina subglobosa,Gyrocochlea calliope 
Sinployea intense, Rotacharopa kessneri, Eddiella ingrami, Trachygenia microlepida, Xanthomelon pachystylum 
& Sphaerospira cf bencarlessi 
 

Also a large Camaenid from Ninh Binh Vietnam,   Camaena vanbuensis 
  
I also demonstrated several species collected recently from litter at Jemmys Point, Lakes Entrance but forgot to 
discuss these.  Also collected from litter in degraded remnant vine thicket/weedy forest. 
 
Paralaoma caputspinulae, Magilaoma penolensis, Iotula microcosmos, Laomavix collisi, Miselaoma parvissima 
Dentherona jemmysensis &Austrorhytida ?glaciamans 

 
In my experience 16 native species anywhere in Australia at one location and 7 in Victoria at one location is 
exceptional.. 
                                                                                                                                                        Geoff Macaulay 
 
 The Malacological Society of South Australia Inc. will hold the 9th NATIONAL SHELL SHOW in Adelaide 
on Friday 13th to Sunday 15th April 2012. at the  Goodwood Community Centre 32 – 34 Rosa St. Goodwood. 
S.A. 5034. 
Enquiries can be made at  sashellclub@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                                                    
Articles required 
 
The next Bulletin is due for February/March next year. It would be nice to have some on hand .       Editor 
 


