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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 20th February at  the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.   This will be a Member’s night. 

 

The March meeting will be on the 19th. and will be a member’s night unless otherwise advised. 

 

Meeting dates for 2012 

 

February  20th                                              March 19th                                                    April 16th   

May 21st                                                      June 18th                                                        August 20th   

September 17th                                            October 15th                                                  November 19th    

 

There will be no meeting in July. 
  

Office Bearers  for 2012                                                         Committee 

Chairman               Vacant                                                        Michael Lyons                                     

Sec. Treasurer        Michael Lyons                                           Don Cram 

Bulletin Editor       Val Cram                                                   Val Cram  

Meeting Reporter   Don Cram                                                  Branch Correspondence for ASN Geoff Macaulay 

Bulletin Despatch & Printing,  Chris & Fred Bunyard             Librarian   Simon Wilson 

 

 

 

On behalf of the committee and members,  we thank Fred for his many years as Chairman of the branch.   

 

Chris continues to bring in donated shells to be raffled for Branch funds which is much appreciated. 

 

 

 

Secretary                 Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 

 

 

 

 

 

Conus marmoreus Linne 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2011.  

 

After, I think, some 23 years as Chairman of our Victoria Branch I will not be standing for re-election. The 

time has come for new blood, younger blood, to take the reins. I distinctly remember Jack Austin asking me to 

take over from him for 3-4 years. He said, “You can only stand for this amount of time and then someone else 

will be appointed” I never did find out if Jack really thought this or was having me on. When the time came I 

was told,     “Oh No – there is no specified period of tenure” 

      

We have come a long way and had some interesting developments over the years. We moved our meetings 

around in the old Museum site – The theatre foyer.  The Theatre itself. and then we moved to The Melbourne 

Camera Club premises.      With the Shells that Jack Austin supplied and which Jonathon Fell at GardenWorld 

sold together with Raffles arranged by Chris Bunyard, from generous donations,  and supported by our 

members each meeting night our Branch Finances have improved over the years.  We now have a healthy Bank 

balance.  Also over recent times we purchased a DVD projector and Laptop so that members and visitors can 

show any slides, Videos or DVDs.  Now all we need is to see some extra faces at our meetings. 

       

All our meetings, during the year, have been “Member’s nights”.  Nice as it would be to have guest speakers 

our meetings have not suffered in any way by a lack thereof.  With so many lovely Shells being brought along 

by members and having slides and such to show us the various “dives” that our members get involved in we are 

constantly in awe of the wonders and beauty of life under the sea.   Geoff Macaulay also brings along many 

land snails, which he is receiving, from all parts of the World and a seemingly endless supply of books on shells 

and land snails. 

  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank all those fellow members who, over the years, have supported our branch 

including those in current positions.  

  In closing I would like to wish all members a safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Fred Bunyard, Chairman. 

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF TASMANICA 

 

The Tasmanian workers who over the years named shells from that state must have been a parochial lot 

because so many species were simply named tasmanica. Particularly serious offenders were the Rev. Julian 

Tenison Woods, W.F. Petterd and W.L. May. The first two of these named workers were renowned for their 

brief descriptions and the complete lack of figures attached to their manuscripts. 

  

Occasionally, one finds relatively closely related species with this Taswegian name, and this is when the fun 

starts! My story relates to the shells now known as Nanula (or Fossarina) tasmanica (Petterd, 1879) and 

Ethminolia tasmanica (Tenison Woods, 1877)- now generally considered to be a synonym of Ethminolia 

vitiliginea (Menke, 1843). Apart from the identical specific names, the problem of identification was 

exacerbated by the fact that there are errors in some of the literature. 

 

As one invariably does, I started with “Marine Molluscs of Victoria” (P. 74) and there discovered a 

couple of the very rare mistakes in that estimable book. The type species for Nanula is given as 

Margarita tasmanica Petterd, 1877 and the date of 1877 repeated for Nanula tasmanica. In fact, Petterd's 

name was Gibbula tasmanica and the date 1879. Moreover, Tenison Woods's name was Margarita 

(Minolia)tasmanica. I have not been able to see Thiele's original description of Nanula to check whether 

he usedMargarita or Gibbula. It should have been Gibbula. 
 

Macpherson and Chapple also got it wrong. In their checklist (P. 114), we find Gibbula tasmanica Petterd 

1897 (correct name, typo in the date – should be 1879) then further down the page Nanula tasmanica Petterd, 

but with the reference to Tenison Woods's Margarita tasmanica: P.R.S. Tas, 1877.Before going to the rest of 

my literature, I decided to go to the internet, knowing that it is NEVER wrong.(???) Here, on the OBIS 

website – Indo-Pacific Molluscan Database – I was informed that Margarita tasmanica T. Woods, 1877, is a 

synonym of Truncatella tasmanica Cox, 1867!!! Back to the drawing board.  

Apart from anything else, May named the journal with the first published figure of each species. In the case of 
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my two mystery shells, May stated that Petterd's was figured in Pilsbry's Manual of Conchology, 1889 and 

Tenison Woods's was in Tryon's Manual of Conchology, Vol. 11. In fact both of these refer to the same 

publication! The Manual of Conchology was started by G.W. Tryon and Vol. 11, 1889, notes “continued by 

H.A. Pilsbry”. The figures in this volume showed two distinctive shells, as expected. Both were specifically 

labelled as “original”.  

 

 
Gibbula tasmanica Petterd:   Fig.  of 

 “original” from Tryon Man. of Conch 11  

  plate 40 

 

 

 

 
 Ethminolia vitiliginea,                 Minolia tasmanica “original”  

 from Coq. Viv. via Tryon 11.      from Tryon, Man. Conch. 11, Pl.  

 

It did not take much more research to confirm the exact identity of these two shells. However, with regard to 

Ethminolia tasmanica (Tension Woods), there has been some debate about whether it is a synonym of 

E.vitiliginea (Menke) or not. Tate and May (1901)P. 404,405 were the first to make such a claim. This was 

contradicted by Pritchard and Gatliff (1902) who stated that “We are perfectly satisfied that Menke's shell, 

M. vitiliginea, though of similar aspect from above, differs in its umbilical characters and in its more solid 

development. We have examples of Menke's species before us from Western Australia.” Hedley (1903) 

agreed with Pritchard and Gatliff. “My determination of this species (Minolia [= Ethminolia]tasmanica) is 

based on co-types lent me by the Rev. H.D. Atkinson. Tate and May unite this with M. vitiliginea, Menke, but 

I agree with Pritchard and Gatliff in maintaining it as different.” Other subsequent authors – Cotton (1959) 

and Wilson (1993) state that the two species are synonyms. 

With regard to Nanula tasmanica, virtually all authors agree on the Genus. However, work by Hickman and 

McLean (1990) indicates that Nanula is a synonym of Fossarina, and so Petterd's shell apparently should be 

Fossarina tasmanica. Another synonym of Fossarina is Minopa....and on Page 62 of Macpherson and Gabriel 

we find Minopa tasmanica (Petterd, 1879) – exactly the same species as that labelled Nanula tasmanica on      

Page 74. 
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Selenochlamys 

 

The little note “ Strange names: a genus and a species” (Vic. Br. Bull.  No 261, p.2, Oct/Nov. 2011) told of the 

origins of two recently published names:  the little bivalve Draculamya and the terrestrial slug Selenochlamys 

ysbryda.  For one member at least, the story was incomplete, issuing a demand for explanation of the genus 

name Selenochlamys. 

= 

The latter part of this genus name is easy- chlamys is classical Greek, feminine in gender, a cloak or tunic 

bound around the midriff by a belt, sash or tie.  The front part of the genus name – Seleno – comes from 

Selene, the Greek goddess of the moon, but also refers to limestone.  The Greek selasma means shining. 

 

I have yet to consult Boettger 1883 where he described his new genus and new species Selenochlamys pallida 

and know not if he offers an etymological explanation for his choice of names.  However, the species name 

pallida suggest a very pale animal and the genus name Selenochlamys, that it only emerged at night when it 

might be “bathed in moonlight”. S. ysbryda is a white species that only emerges at night and even then 

manages to spend much time probing in the dark down worm burrows.  Several other species probing in the 

dark down worm burrows.  Several other species of Trigonochlamydidae, the family to which Selenochlamys 

belongs, are snow-white in colour, live deep (1.5km) within caves and like the Welsh species have vestigial, 

unpigmented eyes. 

Robert Burn 

Little trochids from Victorian waters (with apologies to Alan Monger). 

 

Little trochids offer many puzzles for identification:  are they fully grown at such small size, or are they 

juveniles of something of larger adult size.  On the Victorian coastline, juveniles of Chlorodiloma adelaidae, 

for example, are easily mistaken for Fossarina.  Alan Monger (2011), in the latest of his invaluable 

identification guides to the gastropods of SE Australia, covers most of the smaller trochids, but already a few 

changes of name have come to hand and some comments on a few species are put forward. 

 

The latest treatment of trochoidean systematics (Williams et al., 2010) separates out at genus level some of our 

little species.  Thus we now have:   

Subfamily   Fossarininae   

  Fossarina patula A. Adams & Angas, 1864, central NSW to eastern Vic.  Type of genus. = brazieri   

Angas, 1871.  Dull colouration on both outside and inside of shell.  Whorl much smaller than  

aperture, shell sometimes with spiral ribs, sometimes angular. 

    Fossarina petterdi Crosse, 1870.  Tas, Vic, SA.  Dull colouration on both outside and inside of shell.  

Body whorl smaller than aperture, shell sometimes ribbed and angular. 

    Minopa legrandi  (Petterd, 1879). Tas, Vic, SA.  Type of genus.  Pearl-like luster on outside and 

inside of shell.  Body whorl and aperture equal in size. 

Subfamily  Cantharidinae 

Nanula tasmanica (Petterd, 1879). Tas, Vic, SA.  Type of genus.  Shell spirally ribbed all over, dull 

colouration outside, aperture iridescent, not nacreous.  Body whorl equal to or slightly larger than 

aperture.  N. flindersi Cotton & Godfrey, 1935 from SA and Port Fairy Victoria, is surely a synonym. 

 

The genus Cantharidella is another trochid posing identification problems.  The type species picturata (A. 

Adams & Angas, 1864) from NSW and eastern Victoria is very bluntly conical, almost smooth, openly 

unbilicate and very variably patterned and coloured.  The species we call tiberiana (Crosse, 1863) from South 

Australia, Victoria and Tasmania varies from bluntly to sharply conical in the spire, always with a slightly 

raised, sometimes sharp rib to the periphery of the body whorl, spirally ribbed all over, non-umbilicate, 

externally olivaceous with colour flames and peripheral red and white squared spots, aperture nacreous, Cotton 

(1959) calls this species balteata (Philippi, 1849), which from later figures may well be correct. 

 

It would seem that tiberiana varies from rather narrowly conical (width 84% of length) in the east (Jansen, 

2000) to more broadly conical (width 96% of length) west of Bass Strait (Crosse, 1863).  Peripheral alternating 

red or brown and cream squared patches seem to be characteristic of this species. 
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October meeting report 
 
1.        Geoff Macaulay showed some land snails from Russia and an unidentified land snail from the Gold Coast. 
He also displayed a species of land snail, Partula salifana, from Guam, which is believed to be extinct. Geoff 
also displayed a nice specimen of Calliostoma formosense. 
 
2.        Max marrow tabled two books he had purchased recently – Columbian Sea Shells from the Caribbean  
Sea by Enrique Yidi Daccarett and Victor Sarmiento Rossio and Marine Molluscs of Madiera by W Segers, F 
Swinnen and R. de Prins .  Max also reported that there are now around 200 species of Mitrids/Volutomitrids 
known from Western Australian waters. 
 
3.        Simon Wilson showed recent finds from Portsea including a dead collected, red Notocchlamys hexactes; a 
yellow Chlamys asperrima; Lyria mitraeformis and Amoria undulata. He also showed Pterynotus bednalli, 
Zoila decipiens  and some ovulids from Broome as well as a pale coloured Zoila venusta from east of Albany. 
 
4.        Michael lyons showed some recent finds including some nicely marked Pecten fumatus and a large 
Pterynotus triformis. 
  

 
November meeting report 
  
1.       Don Cram showed images of the land snail Euglandia rosea with its radula, which was imported into 

Vanuatu to control the African land snail Achatina fulica. He also showed images of three species of 

carnivorous land snails: Protorugosa burraga from Newcastle; Victaphanta atramentaria from Mount Erica 

and Victaphanta compacta from the Otway Ranges with images of their radulae. Don also showed images of a 

V. compacta feeding on an earthworm.  

 

2.        Geoff Macaulay showed images of Neotrigonias from Australian waters; N. magaritacea from Victoria; 

N. Bednalli from South Australia; N. uniophera from northern Australia and N. Strangei from QLD. Geoff 

posed the question whether the shells we call N. magaritacea may perhaps be N. bednalli. Geoff also showed 

specimens collected from Port Welshpool during a recent low tide including Amoria undulata, Lutraria 

rhynchaena and a nice Epitonid. He also showed some land snails from the Philippines and a very rare 

Fissidentalium majorinum from 2579m of water in the Bellingshausen Sea in Antarctic waters. 

 

3.        Simon Wilson showed specimens collected during a recent trip to Tasmania including a large Fusinus 

novaehollandiae and Chlamys asperrimus from the D’Enrecasteaux Channel. He also had a beach collected 

Umbilia hesitata and some examples of Ericusa sowerbyi and Argobuccinum pustulosum from Tasmanian 

waters. He reported that Notocypraea declivis could be found in water around 1 metre deep in the channel. 

Simon also had a nice example of Amusium balloti from north of Busselton in Western Australia. 

 

4.        Michael Lyons displayed some recent finds including Chlamys aktinos, Pecten fumatus, Chalamys 

asperrimus, Conus anemone, Vulsella spongarium, Notocypraea piperita, Cassis semigranosum amongst 

others. 

Michael Lyons 
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Snails and invasive species. 

 

On a recent seven day trek in Nepal, although we saw stunning views of the snowy face of Annapurna South and 

Machapuchare, we did not see any landsnails, not even a dead specimen, as it was the dry season. The final leg 

of our Nepal trip was a short stay at the Chitwan National Park situated 175 kms south west of Kathmandu, at the 

fringe of the Indian Plains, home to many endangered species including the one horned black rhinoceros and the 

Royal Bengal tiger. On elephant rides we were lucky enough to see several species of deer and one rhinoceros, 

but the tiger proved elusive. 

 

Walking from our bungalow to breakfast early one morning we came across a 

specimen of the giant African snail (Achatina fulica) crawling across the path. I 

was told by our tour guide that they were introduced to the park about 16 years 

ago and were being used as bait for catching catfish. A walk around the area 

soon found a dish of them by a stream ready for use.  

 

Achatina fulica (the Giant African snail) is one of the worlds most destructive 

pests of fruit and vegetables and they have spread over large areas of Asia and 

the Pacific since being introduced around 70 years ago.  In Australian shell 

News No.101 Dec. 1998 and Vic. Br. Bulletin No. 198  1998   I wrote an article 

on this species in Vanuatu and on the species Euglandina rosea, a native of 

south east America subsequently introduced in the 1950’s in a misguided 

attempt of biological control. This proved to be disastrous, as it attacked the 

smaller native snails without any evidence of it having any influence on the 

spread of Achatina fulica.  A specimen of  Euglandina rosea  brought home from Vanuatu in 1984 was found to 

have two radulae, the second one found in the intestine was one of its prey, possibly Bradybaena similaris, a 

very common species found around Port Vila. The two radular images were not published and are shown here 

for the first time.  

 

        

Euglandina rosea: marked shell 49mm with radula. Port Vila Vanuatu.       Radula found in intestine of E.rosea 

 

The radula of E.rosea has approximately 60 dagger like lateral teeth, 30 each side, arranged in 57 oblique V 

shaped rows with a much reduced central tooth and is 15mm long and 2mm wide. The radula of the unfortunate 

snail was probably broken, but the retained piece is 3.5mm long and 2mm wide with 73 rows and approximately 

80 teeth per row. Both radulae were stained with lignin pink and sealed in Aquamount . Radular images taken 

with a Coolpix 500 digital camera attached to my microscope. 

 

Inset image of live specimen of Achatina fulica,  approximately 90mm long, taken at the Chitwan National Park 

Nepal. 

Don Cram 


