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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 18th of February at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts  South Melbourne at 8pm.   This will be a Member‘s night. 

 

The March meeting will be on the 18th and this will also be a Member‘s night unless advised otherwise.    
  

Raffles & Supper as usual. 

 

Meeting dates for 2013 

 

February  18th                                               March 18th                                                    April 15th   

May  20th                                                      June 17th                                                      August 19th   

September 16th                                             October 21st                                                  November 18th    

 

There will be no meeting in July. 
  

Logo change- return to original. 

We have scanned this from the original drawing of Conus marmoreus for the Malacological Society of 

Australia which was used as the logo for the first issue of the Journal in 1957 and the subsequent issues of the 

Newsletter. This drawing is on a card in the possession of Robert Burn, which may well have been drawn by 

his brother Ian.  The length of the shell on the card is 70mm, although here reduced, was featured at full length 

on the first 12 issues of the Journal. 

  

Office Bearers  for 2013                                                         Committee                                                                                                                      
Sec. Treasurer        Michael Lyons                                         Michael Lyons     

MSA Council Representative Platon Vafiadis                        Don Cram 

Bulletin Editor       Val Cram                                                  Val Cram  

Meeting Reporter   Don Cram                                                 Branch Correspondence for ASN Geoff Macaulay 

Bulletin Despatch & Printing,  Chris & Fred Bunyard            Librarian   Simon Wilson 

 

  Secretary / Treasurer       Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

 

 

Printed courtesy of Steve Herberts Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 
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ON THE IDENTITY OF TAPES VICTORIAE 

 

In his recent publication ―Compendium of Bivalves‖, p. 746, Dr Marcus Huber asserts that the shell we now 

call Katelysia rhytiphora (Lamy, 1937), the name that replaced the preoccupied Venus corrugata Lamarck, 

1818, non Gmelin 1791, should in fact revert  to the species name given by Tenison Woods in 1877, Katelysia 

victoriae (Tapes victoriae original designation).  He bases his opinion on figures in Fischer -Piette & Métivier. 

 

―Crucial is the identity of Tapes victoriae Tenison-Woods, 1878, originally described from Melbourne,  

Hobson's Bay.  The type from the National Museum Victoria is depicted in Fischer-Piette & Métivier (1971 

pl. 14 figs.10-11).  This shows an ovate, quite regularly, densely ribbed small species with brownish zigzag 

pattern, well fitting the OD.  Neither this sculpture, nor this pattern is found in juvenile peronii.  These are 

whitish and have depressed ribs, as also stated by Lamy (1937) based on the type material. Specimens in 

various sizes from Victoria demonstrate that this juvenile victoriae grows into rhytiphora but not peronii.”  

 

 As the holotype of Tapes victoriae is in the collection of Museum Victoria, the holotype was accessed to test 

this opinion. Due to Huber's assertion that the holotype of Tapes victoriae is juvenile, a shell of around 10mm 

or less was expected.  This is not the case.  Although no measurement was taken, Tenison Woods shell is 

almost 30mm as can be gauged from checking the photograph, with scale, on the MuseumVictoria website,at 
http://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/object.php?irn=604793&QueryPage=%2Femuintranet%2Fsearch.php.   
It is certainly not a large specimen but adult specimens of close to that size are not uncommon in some 

localities. 

 

Under the microscope, the concentric ridges show no sign of the axial striae so characteristic of Katelysia 

rhytiphora.  The shell is as presented in Lamprell & Whitehead, ―Bivalves of Australia, Vol 1‖, plate 75 

species 601, a specimen of K. peronii (Lamarck, 1818).   The length given by Lamprell & Whitehead for K. 

peronii is 38mm whereas the length given for K. rhytiphora is 60mm.  Presumably Huber based his opinion 

that the shell is juvenile on that length.  

  

 

               Specimen of K. rhytiphora of slightly larger  

Detail of rib sculpture of Tapes victoriae holotype              size, showing  the  axial sculpture on ribs. 

under the Museum Victoria microscope.                              Author‘s microscope. 

 

 As pointed out by Macpherson & Gabriel in ―Marine Molluscs of Victoria‖, p.354, ―colour extremely 

variable, normally fawn or light brown with darker brown, wavy, or zigzag markings which are often 

absent...‖  clearly refuting Dr. Huber's statement that the colour patterns exhibited by the holotype of T.  

victoriae NEVER occur in K. peronii.  Juvenile specimens of rhytiphora often exhibit a very bold zigzag 

pattern, much bolder than that shown in the Tapes victoriae holotype.  It is because of the variability of shape  

 

 

http://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/object.php?irn=604793&QueryPage=%2Femuintranet%2Fsearch.php
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and colouring that we use the sculptural detail to distinguish between the three Katelysia species – peronii, 

rhytiphora  and scalarina.   

 

It is clear from a translation of the paragraph in Fischer-Piette & Métivier that they originally had some 

difficulty in deciding whether T. victoriae was a synonym of peronii as stated by (Nielsen, 1964) or 

rhytiphora as indicated by Pritchard & Gatliff (1903) as Tenison-Woods original description was not clear 

enough to allow the distiction to be made.  Dr Brian Smith from Museum Victoria gave access to the type 

after which they concluded it was ―incontestably a K. peronii specimen.‖   

 

To make the decision to revert to Tenison-Woods name on the strength of an image in a journal paper without 

reference to the actual holotype appears rather hasty.   

 

Thanks to Chris Rowley (Museum Victoria), and Robert Burn for input and assistance with holotype access, 

and Claire Gatto for translation. 
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T. Joan Hales 

Pigs, Tearshells and Poach Eggs  

 

The origin of the name Trivia has long puzzled me.  Reference to the Cypraeidae section of J.E. Gray‘s 

unpublished Descriptive Catalogue of Shells (1832), wherein the name Trivia was first proposed, is 

enlightening.  The genus entry reads:  ―Genus IV. – PIG, * TRIVIA‖.  The asterisked footnote states: ― * Pig 

is the common name of these shells on the coast; they are called Porcelli in Italy; and Porcellain,  the common 

name of Cowries are taken from the fancied resemblance of these shells to pigs – see Fabius Columna, etc.‖ 

 

I have long been aware of ‗porcelaine‘ as a French common name for cowry, but never have I heard cowries 

referred to as pigs. Gray lists 30 different Trivia species, with common names running from ―wide-mouth Pig‖ 

to  ―Tubercular Pig.‖ 

 

―Genus V –TEARSHELL, ERATO* (Risso)‖ follows after Trivia, and its asterisked footnote states:―*Erato,‖  

Risso, one of the fifty Nereides.  One of the Nine Muses.‖  The Nereides and Muses were minor figures in 

Greek mythology.  The last of the seven species listed by Gray is the Australian ―Red –banded Tearshell – 

Erato lachrymal‖, this species name meaning tear-drop shaped, hence his use of Tearshell as the common 

name. 

 

―Genus VI – POACHED EGGS, OVULUM‖ introduces yet another common name of which I was unaware.  

Ovulids are egg cowries, but to mind, they are hardly poached. 

 

I thank Don Cram for a copy of J.E. Gray‘s Cypraeidae from his unpublished  Descriptive Catalogue of Shells 

(1832). 

Robert Burn 
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WHO WAS HARRISSON? 

Cemori (now Puncturella) harrissoni Beddome, 1882 (1883); Alexia (now Marinula) harrissoni Beddome, 

1882 (1983);  Syrnola (now Puposyrnola) harrissoni (Tate and May, 1900). 

I have always been intrigued by the name "Harrisson", in particular because of the unusual spelling, which is 

often wrongly spelt in shell books or lists. Who was this person who was immortalised by Beddome in his 

1883 paper? And was it the same person named by Tate and May in 1900? The answer to the second question 

appears to be in the negative as Tate and May stated that it was collected by E. Harrisson at Browns River, 

Tasmania. (This happens to be the locality for the type of Beddome's Cemori harrissoni.) In 1877, the Rev. 

Julian Tenison Woods named Mangelia harrisoni (now recognized as a synonym of Parviterebra brazieri) but 

I do not know whether this was named after the same person (with a spelling error) or somebody else with 

conventional spelling. The good reverend did not enlighten us in this matter. 

 

It turns out that Charles Turnbull Harrisson was quite a remarkable bloke! He was born in 1866 in Hobart. His 

father was an orchardist and it appears that most or all family members were interested in nature and they were 

happy to explore the country around southern Tasmania, collecting specimens for many contemporary scientists. 

Charles, who was also a capable yachtsman and an excellent artist, both painting and drawing, continued the 

tradition and was only 16 years old when Beddome wrote his paper and named two species after him. Indeed, the 

young Harrisson, having decided that it was not possible to make a living as an artist, became a paid collector for the 

Hobart University while also working for the Hobart "Mercury", I think as an artist. In 1900, he married Annie 

Caroline Butler, also an artist, and they lived at Sandy Bay and produced two children. 

When the Australian Antarctic Expedition was being assembled early in the new century, Harrisson  applied for, 

and was granted a position. His experience with biology, together with his expertise with small boats and his artistic 

ability, were all considered to be useful for the Antarctic adventure. He also had a deserved reputation for his cool-

headedness, his amiability, and his capacity for hard work. He was the only Tasmanian to be selected to accompany 

Mawson and Co. 

While Douglas Mawson went on to great fame for his exploration efforts in 

the region of Commonwealth Bay, a second party of intrepid Antarctic 

explorers was despatched to the Shackleton Ice Shelf, a huge area of some 

34,000 square kilometres (half as big as Tasmania) far to the west of 

Commonwealth Bay. This party was led by Frank Wild, an experienced 

Antarctic expeditioner who had travelled with both Shackleton and Scott. The 

other members of the party were Messrs. Harrisson, Jones, Hoadley, Dovers, 

Kennedy, Moyes and Watson. (How many of these are household names 

today?) They were dropped by Captain Davis in February 1912 and nobody 

else but he would have had a clue how to find them again. If Davis had not 

survived his trip back to Australia and then back to Antarctica again in 1913, 

Wild's entire party would undoubtedly have perished. Nevertheless, Wild and 

his men explored, surveyed and mapped a remarkably extensive area of 

hinterland and a long length (some 2000km) of the previously unknown Antarctic coast during their twelve months 

of isolation. In due course, Captain Davis returned and brought them all safely back to Hobart in March 1913. It is 

said that Charles Harrisson stepped off the ship and took a tram home! He was awarded the Polar Medal for his 

sterling work in Antarctica. 

 After his return, Harrisson worked in Hobart in the Fisheries Bureau and in his spare time, sorted his Antarctic 

material with assistance from his wife. At the end of 1914, the "Endeavour", an Australian Government fisheries 

research vessel, Captain Harald Kristian Dannevig in command, was sent to Macquarie Island to relieve the wireless 

operator at the meteorological station. The Director of Australian Fisheries, accompanied by Charles Harrisson, 

joined the vessel to carry out some ocean fisheries research. The "Endeavour" arrived at Macquarie Island safely but, 

on the return voyage, it vanished with all hands. Harrisson was only 48 years of age at the time of his death. 

It was said he was "a man of most courteous and pleasant demeanour, with a large circle of friends."  
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Footnote:   Much of the above material was gained from a recently-published book "Mawson's Forgotten Men", by 

Heather Rossiter, which includes Harrisson‘s diaries from Antarctica.  Unfortunately, I saw this volume while 

travelling overseas and did not note the name of the publisher or date and so I have not been able to include it in my 

references.  

Alan Monger   

 

Report on the Malacological Society of Australasia (MSA) marine micromollusc workshop, 

Queenscliff, Victoria, Friday 30 November-Monday 3 December, 2012. 

 

The following report appeared in the newsletter of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria No. 227, Feb. 2013, 

on the Marine Research Group (MRG) special interest page and is reproduced here: 

 

This workshop, held immediately preceeding the MSA conference held at St. Mary‘s College, The University 

of Melbourne, was attended by eleven people: Winston Ponder and Rosemary Golding (workshop co-

ordinators, Australian Museum), Robert Burn, Alan Monger and Platon Vafiadis (MRG and MSA), Lynton 

Stephens (MSA), Michaela Mitchell (Taxonomy Services Australia), Simon Grove (Curator of Invertebrates, 

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery), Anne Brearley (University of Western Australia), Lynda Weeks 

(Infauna Data), and Lincoln Critchley (marine ecologist, Queensland).    

  

After some excellent introductory talks bringing us up to date with the latest in the higher taxonomy of the 

gastropods and bivalves, we also learned how the Australian Museum experts collected. Apart from direct 

collection of various substrates for examination back at the lab (eg. algae, Galeolaria, etc.), another favoured 

method of algal sampling was vigorous washing in seawater in a plastic ice cream container, swilling off 

excess water and emptying any residual contents into a vial. Rocks are also similarly washed vigorously 

within the ice cream container as above. All collections were grouped according to substarte sampled and 

were divided into washings from green algae, brown algae, red algae and rocks. Interesting areas that we in 

the MRG tend to overlook are beneath kelp holdfasts (they need to be prised off the rock), and upper littoral 

debris. 

 

Group fieldwork occurred on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 December, with two locations visited on each day, 

guided by the local knowledge of Robert Burn. The bulk of each afternoon was spent in the laboratory of the 

Marine Research Facility at Queenscliff, where the samples were examined and specialist tuition in 

identification and key anatomical and ecological information of examined species was provided by Winston 

Ponder. 

  

The fieldwork began at Pt. Lonsdale on Saturday 1 December, 2012, on a very ordinary low tide. Despite 

this, some extraordinary finds were made, including Victoria‘s smallest gastropod, Omalogyra liliputia 

(procured from Ulva algal samples), the rissoellid Rissoella imperforata, the pyramidellids Oscilla tasmanica 

and Miralda suprasculpta (from rock washings) and two triphorids, again from rock washings, one of these 

representing a new record for the state. With Robert Burn present, in was inevitable that nudibranchs would 

be found, with outstanding examples of Digidentis perplexa, Noumea haliclona, Doris cameroni and 

Ercolania cf. boodleae seen. 

  

From Point Lonsdale there was a quick coffee stop at Portarlington followed immediately by another 

intertidal foray there, sampling Heterozostera beds, silty sand, upper littoral debris and Galeolaria. Once 

again the tide did not drop much but some exceptional finds were made, including the small ellobiid  
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Leuconopsis pellucida from Galeolaria and the swimming trochid Ethminolia tasmanica. Litiopids and 

dialids were common mongst the seagrass, and on looking at the striped Austrocochlea were wondered about 

whether they were truly A. porcata or not. A beautiful pipefish was also sieved amongst the seagrass and 

after a brief period of admiration was quickly released. 

  

On the Sunday 2 December, calmer, silty/muddy habitats were sampled on the areas on the sheltered northern 

shorelines of Queenscliff, near the YMCA where we lodged (yielding Hydrococcus brazieri, Ascorhis 

tasmanica, and the bivalves Nucula and Arthritica helmsii) and also near the yacht club, yielding the same as 

above including the ellobiid pulmonates Ophicardelus quoyii (a new record for central Victoria) and juvenile 

Marinula meridionalis, the truncaellid Scalarina vincentiana and many small Assiminea gastropods from the 

uppermost littoral / supralittoral zones. Also sampled later in the day was Lake Victoria yielding the 

potamiopsid gastropod Coxiella striata. 

To supplement the field and lab work, the individual participants were also able to present their own work / 

observations / images / research projects to the group, which provided very interesting discussion and insights, 

with talks going on into the late evenings. 

 

It was a great opportunity to meet a wide variety of people interested in micromolluscs, to learn about the 

animals and their higher taxonomy, to exchange ideas, to learn techniques for field and lab, and simply to get 

to know the people themselves. Winston Ponder and Rosemary Golding‘s organisation and educational 

content (well supported by Robert Burn) were excellent, as was the co-operation of the Queenscliff Marine 

Study Centre, which specially opened its doors and equipment to accommodate us. As Lynton quipped, it 

was like a ‗malacological boot camp‘, only not unpleasant—we came away with a lot of information, new 

friendships and happy memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
     Digidentis perplexa (Burn, 1957), on rockpool algae.      Truncatella scalarina Cox, 1867, uppermost littoral / supralittoral; 

     Point Lonsdale , rock pool in exposed rock platform               Queenscliff , near yacht club. Shell length in the order of 3.0 mm. 

     Length in the order of 17 mm. 

 

       

 

 

         

 

 
 Ascorhis tasmanica (Martens, 1858), littoral on silt /             Assiminea sp., uppermost littoral / supralittoral; Queenscliff 

seagrass; male and female; Queenscliff near YMCA                        near yacht club Shell lengths in order of 2.5mm 

 lodgings Shell lengths in the order of 2.5 mm. 

 

Images by the author                                                                                                                                   Platon Vafiadis 
                           


