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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 15th of June at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, cnr. 

Dorcas & Ferrars Sts South Melbourne at 8pm.   

 

Don Cram will give a presentation on some recent research on deep water Bass Strait and Tasmanian 

Notocypraea. 

This also will be the second of our buy/sell/swap nights as well as any contributions from members will 

be welcome. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

 

There will be no meeting in July.  

 

A bulletin will be issued prior to the August meeting. 

 

 

Dawn Mason of 15 Friend Street Murtoa Victoria who was a member of the society until 2000 wishes to sell 

her shell collection and also three cabinets with mirror backs.  She can be contacted on 03 53852451. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary / Treasurer Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

  

  

Printed courtesy of Vicki Ward’s Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 
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Philobryidae 

 

Eddie Beulke’s article “The search for the missing Philobryidae” revived memories of my sporadic 

correspondence on this and other bivalve families with Peter Noonan, the delight of receiving his beautiful 

little drawings (all completed with a ball- point pen) and the subsequent puzzlement and discussions of what 

species he had found. Peter’s article “Philobryid-like bivalves of Victoria (1988) was a fine review of the 

species he had separated out and still remains the most recent paper dealing with this family in Victorian 

waters. 

 

Peter had learned that Dr. Dick Dell, the recently retired director of the National Museum of New Zealand Te 

Papa Tongarewa, was preparing a revision of the family Philobryidae. After contact, Peter sent specimens of 

all his Philobyids to Dick, who agreed to help identify the unnamed species and better resolve the generic 

assignment of all 15 species. Dick confirmed some identifications, suggested others and provisionally 

allocated species into genera, all of which Peter incorporated into his 1988 article. Peter passed away in 

November 1992.  

Dick never completed his projected revision of Philobryidae, but did continue to refine Peter’s species, 

identifying those unnamed in 1997(though we do not know which names might apply to which of Peter’s 1988 

figures) and placing some in other genera. The appearance of Verticipronus and Adacnarca in the list received 

from New Zealand by Eddie is probably tentative placements. Dick too died in March 2002. 

 

Since the bivalve research has moved on greatly; genera have been compared, re-assessed and re-assigned. On 

the WoRMS website (Gofas, 2015), Peter’s named species are now listed as:   

 

1. Cosa fimbriata (Tate,1898)   2. Cosa  pectinata (Hedley, 1902)   3. Philobrya crenatulifera (Tate, 1892)   

4. Philobrya francisensis Cotton, 1931  5. Philobrya rubra (Hedley, 1904)  6. Cosa tatei (Hedley, 1901)  

7. Cosa tardiradiata (Cotton, 1931)  9. Philobrya robensis (Cotton, 1931). 

 

A New Zealand species Philobrya modiolus Suter, 1913 was reported but not described or figured from 

Pirates Bay Eaglehawk Neck, Tasmania by Tevesz (1977). Minute bivalves that brood their young are highly 

unlikely to occur on both sides of the Tasman Sea. His specimen could well have been Philobrya francisensis, 

a species resembling that from New Zealand, which is not reported from Tasmania.  

 

My own experiences with Peter’s eight species are: Philobrya crenatulifera is common alive attached to algae 

from the lower intertidal to 10m depth;  Philobrya rubra is uncommon in the lower intertidal but common 

subtidally down to 20m depth, attached to red algae; the more western Philobrya francisensis is uncommonin 

the lower intertidal but more common subtidally down to 20m depth, attached to various algae and Philobrya 

robensis is just very uncommon (ie: I have never collected any alive). In 25 years only two live Cosa 

specimens have come my way, both found attached to red algae from the Port Campbell area, 

one from 10m depth, the other from an intertidal rock pool.  

 

The latter specimen is Cosa tardiradiata as the radial ribs do not reach the umbonal area. 

Interestingly the periostracal covering of the ribs extend well beyond the ventral margin of 

the valves and are crossed by narrower comarginal periostracal strips, thus forming a network 

beyond the shell. Both specimens have been deposited in the Museum Victoria collections.  
                                                                                                                                                                  Cosa tardiradiata          
                                                                 Cotton’s 1931 image taken from Lamprell and Healy Bivalves of Australia Vol.2 
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The radula of Alocospira edithae (Pritchard & Gabriel, 1898) 

 

Two ancilid species of the subfamily Ancillinae,  Alocospira edithae and Alocospira marginata  which occur 

in Victorian waters although relatively common as beach shells are rarely found alive.  My lone live taken 

specimen A. marginata was obtained while dredging in Westernport Bay with Jack Austin on 11/5/1980.  

 

Tadashige Habe 1959 proposed a new generic name Austrancilla for Baryspira edithae as it was then known 

and figured the radula. Wilson 1994 suggested that the radula of A.edithae in which the central tooth is 

pectinate like that of living New Zealand Gracilispira species, is unlike the tricuspid radulae of the Australian 

marginata group.  

 

Recently I was given a live taken specimen of A.edithae, found at 14-16 metres at Port Franklin, Portsea and 

an animal of A marginata from the same locality by divers Simon Wilson and Michael Lyons. Curiosity due to 

the uncertainty of their generic status and their comparison between the New Zealand species Amalda 

(Baryspira) australis (Sowerby, 1830) led me to examine the radulae of these three species.  

 

A edithae has a slightly arched, pectinate (comb like) central tooth with three prominent centrally placed cusps 

and at least three smaller cusps on each side and simple hooked laterals. 

 

A.marginata has a straight narrow central tooth with three prominent cusps of equal length with a simple 

hooked lateral on each side.  

 

Amalda (Baryspira) australis has a broad slightly arched central tooth with three strong cusps, the central 

being smaller than the other two and simple hooked laterals.  

 

It appears by their radular pattern that A edithae and A.marginata do not belong in the same genus. It would be 

interesting to see if the three other small species found in Victorian waters; A, beachportensis, A.fusiformis 

and A.oblonga, or the two northern species A.lochi and A. rosea have a radular pattern similar to A.edithae.  

 

The radulae of these three species were extracted by macerating in a 10% sodium hydroxide solution and 

mounted unstained on a slide in polyvinyl lactophenol, as a temporary mount. As the marginal teeth overlap 

and cover the central teeth, a slight pressure with a needle on the cover slip will ease the laterals away and the 

central tooth can be clearly seen. The small size of the edithae radula is about the limit of which a 

photomicrograph is effective, but I hope this article will stimulate the interest of someone to research this very 

interesting family.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

              (1) 

 

                                                                         (2)                                                                  (3) 

1 -  Alocospira edithae  Shell length 17.0 mm. Crawling on sand at 14-16 metres at Point Franklin Portsea  

       by Simon Wilson. 

 

2 - Alocospira marginata  Shell length 36.1mm.  Dredged 12-15 metres off French Island Westernport Bay on  

11/5/1980.                               

3 -  Amalda (Baryspira) australis. Shell length 23.4mm.  Collected at Nelson New Zealand in sand at low tide     

on 20/10/1990.    
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     Central teeth (C) 
 

                                                                                                                   

.                        A                                                   B                C → 

                                                                                                                                 

 A -  Central and lateral teeth of  A. marginata.  Central tooth 155    

microns wide , ribbon length 4.2mm, width  550 microns. 

 

 B  -    Central and lateral teeth of  A.australis.  Central tooth 130 microns                                                                                                                                                            After   Habe 1959  

wide, ribbon length 3.2mm, width 275microns.  

  

C -  Radula of A.edithae  showing nascent teeth and separated laterals.    (Inset): separated central teeth from near centre of 

ribbon.  Central tooth 55 microns wide, ribbon length 1.4mm, width 125microns.   
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More on the mystery disappearance of Robert John Griffiths 

 

Subsequent to my article Victorian Branch Bulletin 265 : 5-7 additional information has come to hand to add 

to this intriguing and ongoing  mystery.   Griffiths’ 1962 review of Notocypraea, the shells and radular mounts 

he left behind that probably have not been seen by any other researcher, have provided  essential information 

for a pending publication on the deep water Bass Strait and Tasmanian specimens.  

 

David Tarrant of Coffs Harbour has kindly provided me with the following information:-    

-        “Robert, Audrey and Frances came to Australia on the Himalaya.  It left London on 15-11-57. 

-          Birth dates are Robert John 09.02.15, Audrey Veronica 29.01.27 and Frances Penelope 26.02.48. 

-          Robert and Audrey are on the Port Macquarie electoral role for 1963, with address as Sea Acres. 

-          Robert and Audrey are on the Nerang electoral role for 1977, with address as 166 Yarraowee Drive, 

Mudgeeraba (to add to the intrigue, a check of Google indicates that Yarraowee Drive now only goes up 

to Number 41).  Presumably Frances had left home by this time (she would have been aged about 29) 

-          Audrey is on the 1980 Nerang electoral role, but Robert isn’t. 

 It appears that the Griffiths may have left Port Macquarie earlier than previously thought, and it appears that 

Robert was not at the same address as Audrey in 1980.  I have searched Australian and English records (births, 

deaths, military, etc) and cannot find anything else.  I have attached copies of some of the documents that I 

found.  I vaguely recall visiting Sea Acres as a teenager (around 1970) and attended the auction where Lance 

Moore bought just about everything.  However, it was only a couple of years ago that I realised that it was the 

Griffiths collection”.   
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Griffiths must have sold his Sea Acres Sanctuary just prior to a letter he wrote to Thora Whitehead, received 

on 31st December 1968 from an address Kalimna Beechmont Queensland. This information was supplied to 

Hope Black by letter in February 1995 and passed on to me. Other than being with his wife at an address in 

Mudgeeraba in 1977 his movements from then on remain a mystery. 

 

Bulletin 265 can be accessed via the Society’s website http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=91 

Don Cram    

 

CHANGES TO BIVALVIA FOLLOWING  HUBER, 2010. 

 

Changes to the nomenclature of Bivalvia world-wide are continuing, making it difficult to be up to date with 

all the changes.  The CAAB which provides the Australian listing with a few from nearby areas (e.g. Antarctic 

waters) is not always totally in accordance with WoRMS which has the world-wide listings.  In some cases the 

action is deliberate, and stated to be such, but in some cases it appears that the latest changes have not yet 

made their way into the CAAB listings. 

 

Continuing with the order as it appears in Bivalves of Australia Volume 2 by Lamprell and Healy – 

  

MALLETIIDAE 

21. Pseudoglomus verconis  - listed on CAAB but not on WoRMS. Both CAAB and 

WoRMS list Protonucula verconis Cotton, 1930.  I suspect the listing on CAAB, of two shells as verconis is 

an error, with the same shell being listed under two names.  Cotton, 1930, is the author given for both shells.  

Cotton in his “South Australian Mollusca”, 1961, only shows Protonucula verconis and this appears to be the 

currently accepted name. 

 

CAAB lists  – Neilo australis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1835) as currently on the Australian list. It is a species 

introduced from New Zealand.  It is recorded in Tasmanian waters by Grove et al in the 2006 publication, “A 

Systematic List of the Marine Molluscs of Tasmania”.  In both the the Tasmanian publication and “Mollusca 

The Southern Sythesis” Beesley et al, Neilo australis is included in the family Neilonellidae but is now in 

Malletiidae  

 

NUCULANIDAE 

 Species 22 – 27 and 36 – 44 are all in the genus Nuculana. 

 Species 28 – 29 and 31 – 32 are all in the genus Ledella. 

 

          33. Poroleda spathula   BUT the illustrated species is Lamellileda typica 

          34. Propeleda ensicula  Illustrated speies is Poroleda spathula 

          35. Lamellileda typica  Illustrated species is Propeleda ensicula 

 

Species 45 Sarepta tellinaeformis is transferred to the family  SAREPTIDAE. 

 The remaining species is species 30 Nuculana remensa.  This is transferred to the family 

YOLDIIDAE as Yoldiella remensa. 

The reverse occurs in Yoldiidae, with species 47 Yoldia narthecia which is transferred to NUCULANIDAE as 

Nuculana fulgida (A. Adams, 1856). 

The remaining species is YOLDIIDAE, species 46 Yoldia lata, remains as printed. 

 

SOLEMYIDAE 

To something a little simpler.   

Both species in Lamprell & Healy, numbers 48 and 49 remain as printed. 

However, another 2 species have been added as valid species in the Australian fauna. 

Solemya terraereginae, Iredale, 1929, is considered a tropical species with a distribution from Torres Strait to 

the Capricorn Group in Queensland. 

In 2008, Taylor, Glover and Williams added a new species, Solemya moretonensis.  The paper can be 

downloaded from the Queensland Museum website. 

                                                                                                             T. Joan Hales  

 

 

 

http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=91
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Siphonaria 

 

Two recent papers on Siphonaria are of interest. A checklist of genus - and species-group names (2012) 

indicates 26 genus-group and 205 species-group names have been proposed world-wide for the species now 

considered to all belong to the single genus Siphonaria. Sixty two of the species-group names apply to the 

tropical and sub tropical Indo-West Pacific. As far as Victoria is concerned, Pugillaria is now reduced to 

synonymy of Siphonaria, but Trimusculus conicus is retained in its own family Trimusculidae.  

 

A DNA sequence data study (2014) of the Indo-West Pacific fauna reveals 31 species (or molecular units) of 

Siphonaria. Based upon shell characteristics many species cannot be separated because of variation 

overlapping between species. Of material studied, their unit 7 includes S.diemenensis from Victoria, unit 8  

S.funiculata from NSW and Tasmania and unit 26 S.zealandica from southern Australia and Japan. 

S.tasmanica and S.stowae are not mentioned in this study: the former possibly belongs to their unit 9 which 

occurs in southern South America, the latter with its apex near the left posterior margin to their unit 5 S. 

lateralis group from South America. 

 

As time passes, undoubtedly more studies of the genus will be published and application of existing names to 

species will be revealed. 
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Robert Burn 

Penion 

 

Penion is a word of Greek origin, neuter in gender, meaning a small bobbin or spool used in weaving. Penion 

Fischer, 1884 is a genus of big species of the family Buccinidae, the species of which resemble a weaver’s 

bobbin or spool fully wound with thread.  

 

Two living species occur along the Victorian coastline. Neuter gender of the genus-name necessitates the 

agreement of the adjectival species-names thus:  

 

Penion maximum (Tryon, 1884) – the Latin name means great or large. 

 

Penion mandarinum (Duclos, 1831) – a late Latin name derived from the yellow silk robes of Chinese 

officials known as mandarins, in reference to the colour of the shell or periostracum of Dulcos’ type specimen, 

 

Robert Burn  

 May meeting report 

 

Tonight’s meeting was a member’s night. 

  

As there was a limited attendance to tonight’s meeting it was conducted in an informal atmosphere with 

general discussion on collecting. 

  

Platon Vafiadis showed another short video that was included in the Japanese language book he obtained 

during his recent trip to Japan. Images were of creatures being sorted having been trawled from greater 

than 200 metres depth off the Japanese coast. A number of crustaceans, fish, sharks, molluscs and 

echinoderms were kept alive for display in tanks. 

 

The April meeting report will be included in the next meeting. 

Michael Lyons 


