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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 15th of February at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts South Melbourne at 8pm.   

 

Our speaker for the night will be Dr. Hugh MacIntosh  Project Officer Marine Biology Museum Victoria who 

will give a presentation on his recent trip on the CSIRO marine research ship the Investigator  entitled -  

 “Deep sea diversity in the Great Australian Bight”. 

 
 

The March meeting will be held on the 21
st
 and will be a member’s night unless otherwise notified. 

 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

A new book Cowries of New South Wales by David Tarrant has just been published and will be reviewed in 

the next issue of the Bulletin. 

 

Meeting dates for 2016 

 

February  15th                                               March 21st                                                     April 18th    

May  16th                                                       June 20th                                                       August 15th   

September 19th                                              October 17th                                                   November 21st     

 

Office Bearers  for 2016                                                        Committee                                                                                                                       

Sec. Treasurer        Michael Lyons                                         Michael Lyons     

MSA Council Representative Platon Vafiadis                        Don Cram 

Bulletin Editors       Val &Don Cram                                     Val Cram  

Meeting Reporter   Michael Lyons                                          

Bulletin Printing/Despatch   Fred Bunyard 

Branch Correspondence for ASN Geoff Macaulay 

Librarian   Simon Wilson  

 

 

Secretary / Treasurer Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

  

 

Printed courtesy of Vicki Ward’s Office, Parliamentary Member for Eltham 
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Acting Chairman’s Report  

 

Falling attendances and a lack of recruitment of new members is becoming more and more of an issue for 

our Branch. Monthly meetings of the Victorian Branch are an excellent opportunity for people with an 

interest in molluscs to get together and share their knowledge and experiences. Whilst the focus of these 

meetings will always remain increasing understanding of our natural world, we need to experiment with new 

initiatives to encourage participation and stimulate new membership. 

One initiative, introduced in 2015, has been a ‘buy, swap, sell’ function at our meetings. Alongside our 

regular program of speakers and members nights, attendees are provided the opportunity to bring shells, 

books and other items surplus to their requirements to trade or sell. It is early days in terms of increasing 

attendance, but results have been encouraging. 

On a more somber note, we mourn the passing of Chris Bunyard, who passed away in February. Chris was a 

regular contributor at meetings and will be sorely missed. Fred Bunyard will no longer be attending our 

meetings, however he has generously continued to print and post our Branch Bulletin and for this we are 

extremely grateful.  

Thanks again go to Don and Val Cram for their ongoing editing of our Branch Bulletin, Simon Wilson for 

his ongoing role of librarian, for providing refreshments at our meetings and for assistance with minute 

taking and Platon Vafiadis for his continuing role of Branch representative on the Malacological Society’s 

council.  Platon and Lynton Stephens should be congratulated for their contributions to the MSA Newsletter. 

All of our meetings this year consisted of member’s nights with valuable contributions by Platon Vafiadis, 

Geoff Macaulay, Simon Wilson, Don Cram and Lynton Stephens. The secretary thanks everyone for their 

input. 

Finally I wish all members a happy and prosperous 2016 and a Merry Christmas and happy New Year. 

 

Michael Lyons acting Chairman 

  

Just released: Robert Burn’s book “Nudibranchs and Related Molluscs” 

 

Burn R. Nudibranchs and related molluscs. Museum Victoria, Melbourne, 2015 

 

This long-awaited book, the sixth title in Museum Victoria’s ‘Field Guide to Marine Life Series’, was 

published in December, 2015 and condenses over 60 years of dedicated research by Robert Burn on the 

molluscs formerly known as the Opisthobranchia. 

 

The first 32 of its 266 pages consist of an introduction and broad overview of the group including structure, 

classification and ecology (diet, reproduction, camouflage and associations). A systematic checklist of 249 

species (spanning 7 orders and 55 families) covered by the guide is then presented, with the remainder of the 

book providing information on each of those species including key morphological features, size, habitat and 

range data and in the vast majority of cases, a living photograph. This section is again systematically 

arranged and also provides key notes on the orders and families, helping greatly to place the species into 

their proper context. A condensed, critical reference list, glossary and index of scientific names also add to 

the book’s value. 

 

Many congratulations to Robert on this impressive achievement and we look forward to his ongoing research 

output on these great molluscan groups. Those wishing further information on the local fauna should also 

consult his 2006 checklist (see below).  

 

‘Nudibranchs and related molluscs’ is available from the Museum Victoria bookshop and sells for a 

recommended retail price of $34.95. 

 

Reference: 

Burn, R. (2006). A checklist and bibliography of the opisthobranchia (Mollusca: Gastropoda) of Victoria and 

the Bass Strait area, south-eastern Australia. Museum Victoria Science Reports 10: 1-42. Available online at 

http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/science reports/ 

 

Platon Vafiadis 

  

http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/science%20reports/
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  MALSOC conference – Coffs Harbour, Nov-Dec 2015 

 

I recently had the pleasure of attending the MALSOC conference in Coffs Harbour, NSW and will present 

here a short synopsis of the conference and associated activities.  This event was divided between the 

Novotel Pacific Bay Coffs Harbour Resort and the National Marine Science Centre and started on Mon 29 

Nov, with registration and a few preliminary social activities on the Sunday.  I was one of only four (to my 

knowledge) Victorian attendees, the others being Platon Vafiadis, Lynda Avery and Louisa Teasedale.  

Unfortunately, the fact that I was driving up, combined with an obligation to work on Sat 27 Nov, meant that 

I did not arrive until mid-afternoon on the Monday and hence I missed the entire first day. 

 

This was (kind of) my first MALSOC conference, having attended the field trip associated with the previous 

2012 Melbourne conference but not the actual event itself.  It was a last minute decision to attend, since I 

wasn’t sure that I could fit it in amongst my work commitments and as a result I wasn’t amongst the 

speakers.  Approximately 60 people attended and it is slightly surreal (but stimulating) to have so many 

malacological academics all gathered together in the one place at the one time.  At Coffs Harbour there were 

talks on a wide array of topics from ecology and biodiversity to biogeography, phylogenetics and more, plus 

a display of posters compiled by the delegates.  The conference was well organised and the venues excellent.  

There was also an opportunity to take a tour of the National Marine Science Centre’s research facilities, 

which are quite impressive. 

On Tuesday night the conference dinner was hosted and proved a good informal opportunity to mingle with 

the other delegates whilst enjoying plenty of good food and wine. The conference itself concluded with a 

panel discussion on the future of molluscan research within the region, which mixed a degree of pessimism 

regarding the funding and employment landscape (especially in taxonomy) with a note of optimism due to 

the wide array of good research being undertaken within Australasia at present.  Some interesting points 

were raised. 

 

Unfortunately, ocean conditions on the Thursday were poor and a planned dive trip to the renowned Solitary 

Islands was transmuted into an early morning intertidal fossick at Woolgoolga Headland.  Simultaneously, 

another group took a bus to Dorrigo and toured the rainforest.  I wasn’t present on this but apparently 3 land 

snail species were encountered alive including the large and impressive Hedleyella falconeri (Gray, 1834).  

The results of the intertidal field-work were useful, despite the poor conditions, with 15 nudibranch or allied 

species noted, plus a few prosobranchs.  The group travelled directly from the rockshelf to a local café for a 

late and lazy breakfast.   

 

On Friday and Saturday a nudibranch 

education workshop was held at the National 

Marine Science Centre, attended by about 15 

people and featuring Richard Willan as the 

tutor.  This involved some very detailed study 

of nudibranchs, including lectures, live-

animal examinations, sketching, dissection, 

radula examination, general discussion and a 

small amount of photography.  I think 

everyone came away from it with a greatly 

expanded understanding of the group, not to 

mention a renewed appreciation for them.  

Richard’s teaching was excellent, however 

several of the students also happened to be 

highly accomplished naturalists, SCUBA 

divers and photographers in their own right.  In between this there were chances to enjoy some other 

activities, such as a quick look at the research collection of the National Marine Science Centre and a talk on 

shark attacks by two researchers from Reunion Island. 

 

I also stayed after the conference in order to do some bushwalking, beachcombing and snorkelling along the 

coast between Coffs Harbour and Angourie, before the return drive to Melbourne.  This was typically 

enjoyable.  Some of the shell highlights amongst the beach grit were Mitrella albina, Engina incarnata, 

Heliacus cf. ponderi, Phrygiomurex sculptilis and Ataxocerithium sp.  
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Overall the conference was enjoyable, interesting and highly worthwhile.  One surprise was that the 

overwhelming majority of attendees at the conference were people who I had never met before.  Many of 

them are tertiary students, ecology or biodiversity-focused researchers &/or overseas workers (especially 

from New Zealand).  The MALSOC conferences are a good excuse for them to gather together for a few 

days.  The next conference will be held in Wellington, New Zealand, presumably in late 2018 or early 2019 

and those who attended Coffs are probably already looking forward to it. 

        Lynton Stephens 

 

CHANGES TO AUSTRALIAN BIVALVES - GLYCYMERIDIDAE 

 

Below are the changes made to the Australian species of Glycymerididae by Dr. M. Huber in his book, 

Compendium of Bivalves published in 2010.  The species numbers are as shown in Lamprell and Whitehead, 

Bivalves of Australia Vol 1, published in 1991. 

 

1. Glycymeris dampierensis  -   No change. 

2. Glycymeris persimilis  -   No change.  

3. Glycymeris radians   - No change. 

4. Glycymeris reevei   -  Changed to Glycymeris cotinga  Iredale, 1939. which appears in BOA as 

a synonym of G. reevei.  G cotinga is red-white in colour, has rougher sculpture and about half 

the size of G. reevei. 

5. Glycymeris striatularis   -  No change. 

6. Glycymeris queenslandica  -  No change. 

7. Glycymeris grayana  -  No change. 

8. Glycymeris hedleyi  -  No change. 

9. Glycymeris hedleyi var?  - Named as Glycymeris lamprelli  Huber, 2010.  This is a 25mm 

shell from north-west Australian littoral sand. It is usually brown, with more than 30 teeth in a 

strongly curved arc.  Dentition in the similarly sized G. hedleyi is white and gently curved.  

The new species is generally broader in shape with many more, often brownish, teeth.  

Internally usually brown.  Broome to Port Hedland. 

10.  Glycymeris holsericus  -  G holoserica (WorMS) or G holserica (CAAB) 

11.  Glycymeris crebreliratus  -  Changed to Glycymeris tenuicostata Reeve, 1843 

12.  Glycymeris mayi  -  No change. 

 

For species No's 13 – 25 there are no changes.   

   

An additional species is Glycymeris fringilla (Angas, 1872), from Pt Curtis in Qld.  It is a whitish shell with 

commarginal orange lines and small red spots, white internally.  It was thought to be identical to Lamprell 

and Whitehead, sp. 9 (“hedleyi, var. from North West Australia).  However the holotype has distinct 

sculpture with very low, broad, flat ribs and distinct dentition, being very few, separated, white teeth in a 

curved row.  It also resembles G. queenslandica.  Only the holotype was examined.   

                                                                                                                                              T. Joan. Hales 

Interesting distributional records, #3 – Hirtomurex teramachii Kuroda, 1959 

 

In September 2015 I once again visited my good friends Max and Coralie Griffiths in Lakes Entrance and 

their museum (Griffiths‘ Sea Shell Museum and Marine Display).  I’m no stranger to this place.  Coralie’s 

encouragement circa 1990 was one of the initial factors that lead to me becoming interested in marine life 

(although I also had SCUBA journalist Ken Hoppen as a grade 5 teacher).  The Griffiths’ collection mainly 

functions, of course, as a commercial museum and aquarium for the enjoyment of tourists.  However, its 

appeal is not just superficial since it is also one of the most extraordinary private collections in Australia.  

Those with a discerning eye can be absorbed for hours, and encounter specimens of real research 

significance.  On this particular visit I was especially grateful to be extended the rare privilege of 

photographing a handful of interesting specimens from the collection, using my regular studio setup in a 

motel adjacent to the museum. 

One of these was a specimen of Hirtomurex teramachii Kuroda, 1959 (figs. b&c) from 250 fathoms (about 

458 metres) deep off Greenwell Point, near Nowra, southern New South Wales in 1992.  The specimen 

measures 53.2mm.  To my knowledge this is the first and only record of this species from the eastern 

Australian seaboard.   The species was reported from Australia by Wilson (1993),   but only on the basis of 
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specimens from “off Port Hedland in 350-480 m”.  It was not listed as part of the NSW fauna by Beechey 

(2015).  A search of the Australian Museum online database also yielded nothing.  The nearest records I 

have heard of are from New Caledonia.  The second shell illustrated here (figs. a&d) is from the Philippines 

(42.4mm).  Hirtomurex tangaroana Marshall & Oliverio, 2009 is a similar species from the Kermadec area. 

 

Many coralliophilines probably have quite long planktonic larval stages, as suggested by the very large 

distributions of some of the south-east Australian species.  Emozamia licina (Hedley & Petterd, 1906) is 

found in eastern Tasmania (pers. obs. of MV specimens & R. de Little pers. comm.), but also in Japan.  

Babelomurex lischkeanus (Dunker, 1882) is another good example, found from eastern Victoria (see e.g. 

Macpherson & Gabriel, 1962) and eastern Tasmania (R. de Little pers. comm.) to Japan and even Namibia 

(Marshall & Oliverio, 2009).  Hence, a record of H. teramachii from off Nowra is quite plausible, but very 

interesting.  Incidentally, the larval protoconchs of coraliophilines can be impressively sculptured, but are 

rarely seen.  See Marshall & Oliverio (2009: 158) for some excellent SEM images.  I am very interested in 

examining the protoconch of the local species Coralliophila wilsoni (Pritchard & Gatliff, 1898) under SEM 

if anyone can procure an intact example. 

 

References 

 

Beechey, D. L. (2015).  Family Muricidae.  Murex, rock and coral shells.  Available online at 

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/Muricidae/Pages/Muricidae_intro.htm [Accessed on 25 Dec 2015.] 

 

Macpherson, J. H.  & Gabriel, C. J. (1962).  Marine Molluscs of Victoria.  Melbourne University Press & 

National Museum of Victoria, Melbourne.  475pp. 

 

Marshall, B. A. & Oliverio, M. (2009).  The Recent Coralliophilinae of the New Zealand region, with 

descriptions of two new species (Gastropoda: Neogastropoda: Muricidae).  Molluscan Research, 29(0): 155-
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Wilson, B. R. (1994).  Australian marine shells, volume 2.  Odyssey Publications, Kallaroo, WA.  370pp. 

 

        Lynton Stephens 

                     Hirtomurex tangaroana (figs. a&d)    Hirtomurex teramachii (figs. b&c) 

 

A note on the name, not the shell 

 

Marine Molluscs of Victoria lists Zaclys angasi  (Semper, 1874) (Cerithiopridae) from  Westernport.  In the 

last part of his overview of Victorian cerithioprids (Vic. Br. Bull. 251, October/November 2009) Ken Bell 

wrote that specimens examined do not  match Angas’ original description (1871) nor the redescription by 

Laseron (1951).  He considered that Victorian specimens identified as angasi represented an undescribed 

species. 

 

This little note is to draw attention to the fact that the species name angasi is unnecessary.  Originally named 

Cerithiopsis clathrata Angas, 1871, the species name was regarded as preoccupied by an earlier use of  
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clathrata in the genus.  Thus a replacement name angasi, attributed to Semper 1874 came into use.  

However, Bieler & Petit (2012) point out that there is no earlier valid clathrata, and that Angas’ original 

name is the correct one for this species. 

 

Bieler & Petit (2012) found the earlier Cerithiopis clathrata A. Adams, 1854 to be a name in a list, without 

description, figure or locality.  As such, it is a nomen nudum and unavailable from that author and date, but 

can be used by a subsequent author with date of his/her description.  Hence, Zaclys clathrata Angas, 1871 is 

the name to use. 

Reference. 

Bieler, R. & Petit, R.E., 2012.  Molluscan taxa on the publications of the Museum Godeffroy, etc.  Zootaxa 

3511: 1-80. 

Robert Burn 

Lt.Col Robert John Griffiths - mystery disappearance solved. 

 

On the 31st of October last year I received an email from Frances Penelope Jolly nee Griffiths, the daughter 

of Robert John Griffiths, who had found my article in (VBB 265) on his mysterious disappearance while 

researching her father on line. After many emails, gathering much information and photos, I have with her 

help and permission, written an extensive article on his quite remarkable life and his inspiration and 

influence on my own Notocypraea studies, which has been accepted for publication. 

 

Briefly after Sea Acres was sold in 1968, with his wife Audrey and Fran they moved to Queensland, keeping 

none of his shells and went into a quiet reclusive retirement.  In 1974 Fran moved to England where she now 

lives with her husband Brian. After major surgery, he suffered a heart attack and died on the 31st of October 

1986.  Audrey stayed on in Queensland until 1993, when she moved to England where she lived with Fran & 

Brian until her death on 23rd February 2012. 

 

The article will profile a highly educated intelligent man, a brilliant mathematician, a weapons design expert 

and a man with a passion for cowries, which was reflected in his involvement with the British Museum and 

the Conchological Society of Great Britain and Ireland.  

Don Cram    

September Meeting  Report 

 

Platon Vafiadis showed images of molluscs from offshore San Remo including Beloliva Triticea, 

Notocypraea angustata and Zella beddomei. He also showed a photo of a Mesoginella turbinata that, 

although the animal remained retracted, extended a long thin proboscis-like structure, of unknown purpose. 

Platon also had an image of the venerid bivalve, Sunetta vaginalis, that had washed ashore in live condition 

east of Shelly Beach. 

Other images included Calopia imitata, Cornirostra pellucida from Shallow inlet, Cupidoliva nympha from 

Port Welshpool, a Turrid (possibly Heterocithara bilineata) from Toora and a Pedicularia from deep water 

off Tasmania. 
Don Cram reprised a presentation on radulae. Don showed the various radula types followed by examples of 
gastropods and their radulae. 
 

October Meeting Report 

 

Unfortunately our planned speaker Hugh MacIntosh was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. Simon Wilson 

and Geoff Macaulay provided an alternative program. 

Simon Wilson showed footage of molluscs in their natural habitat including: Amoria exoptanda feeding on a 

Phasianella ventricosa.Rare footage of Notocypraea sp and Notocypraea declivis from D’Entrecasteaux 

Channel,Tasmania; Ericusa sowerbyi from 39 metres, D’Entrecasteaux Channel, Tasmania; Umbilia hesitata 

from D’Entrecasteaux Channel,Tasmania; Lyria mitraeformis, Notocypraea piperita and the large sea star 

Luidia australe from Port Phillip Bay; Cypreaea cribraria and C. helvola from southern Western Australia. 

 

Geoff Macaulay showed specimens of Cypraea cribraria, Cypraea teres and Cypraea helvola collected 

from the Abrolhos Islands during a recent trip to Western Australia. Geoff also had a large Cabestana 

spengleri collected from Portarlington.  

Michael Lyons  

 


