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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Branch will be held on the 20th of February at the Melbourne Camera Club Building, 

cnr. Dorcas & Ferrars Sts South Melbourne at 8pm.   

 

Members are invited to report on activities over the Christmas break, bring along items of interest, shells, live 

shell images, trip and research reports.  

 

The March meeting will be held on the 20th.  Unless otherwise advised this will be a members night  
 

Raffles and supper as usual. 

 

 

Meeting dates for 2017 

 

February  20th                                                March 20th                                                      April 17th     

May   15th                                                      June 19th                                                         August 21st    

September 18th                                              October 16th                                                    November 20th    

 

 

Office Bearers  for 2017                                                        Committee                                                                                                                       

Sec. Treasurer        Michael Lyons                                         Michael Lyons     

MSA Council Representative Platon Vafiadis                        Don Cram 

Bulletin Editors       Val &Don Cram                                     Val Cram  

Meeting Reporter   Michael Lyons                                          

Branch Correspondence for ASN Geoff Macaulay 

Librarian   Simon Wilson  

 

 

 

Currently Branch Bulletin issues from VBB169- 286 can be accessed via the Society’s website which 

includes an index 1-276         . http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=91  

 

 

 

Secretary / Treasurer Michael Lyons      Tel. No. 9894 1526 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=91
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Acting Chairman’s Report for 2016 

 

In 2016 we have bowed to the inevitable and ended the physical mailing of our Branch Bulletin to our 

members. The move was precipitated by the untimely passing of Fred Bunyard. Fred had continued 

organising the printing and distribution of our bulletin despite no longer being a member of the 

Malacological Society. Fred’s passing came as a complete shock to all of us and he will be sorely missed. 

 

Monthly Branch meetings have continued, albeit with shrinking attendances, but always with items of 

interest; with contributions on a wide range of topics. Meetings are now generally member’s nights, except 

for our February meeting, when Dr Hugh Macintosh gave an account of deep sea diversity in the Great 

Australian Bight. 

  

Thanks go to Don and Val Cram for their ongoing editing and production of our Branch Bulletin and for 

everyone who has provided content throughout the year. It is a highlight when I see it appear in my email in 

box. Thanks also go to Simon Wilson for being librarian, supplying refreshments and helping take minutes at 

our meetings. 

 

Thanks also go to Platon Vafiadis, who read a report on the Branch’s activities at the Annual General 

Meeting of the Malacological Society of Australasia, in December of last year in Coffs Harbour.  

 

I would like to wish all members a happy and prosperous 2017 and a Merry Christmas and happy New Year. 

 

Michael Lyons acting Chairman 

November meeting report 

 

Tonight’s program was a member’s night; 

Don Cram advised that the type specimen of Notocypraea albata, thought to be lost has been located. 

Don also provided an update of his DNA project with Nerida Wilson. 

 

Simon Wilson showed videos taken during an early October trip to South Australia including footage and 

stills of Leafy Sea Dragons, Ericusa fulgetrum, Notocypraea comptoni, N.piperita and Lyria mitraeformis. 

Simon also reported that a small example of Argonauta nodosus had been found at Fossil Beach, Mornington 

recently.  

Michael Lyons 

 

Dr. Macintosh, a Canadian national who completed his PhD  “Competition and coexistence in tropical 

shipworms” at James Cook University in 2014 and for the last two years has been Project Officer, Marine 

Biology at Museum Victoria has returned home to Victoria Island, British Columbia  .    

 

 Hugh participated in a research voyage on the R.V. Investigator in October-November 2016 (IN2015_C01), 

as part of the Great Australian Bight Deepwater Marine Program, a joint research program involving CSIRO 

and Chevron and has been studying the deep water bivalves found, some new to science. He has been a 

supporter of our Victorian branch, attending many meetings, giving talks and showing genuine interest in the 

projects and activities of our members.  Hugh has assured us he will keep in contact and if possible come to 

another meeting and give a talk if he returns at any time. We wish him well in whatever position he may take 

up in the future.  

 

Gone, found and gone again 

 

A very recent paper on a Chinese littorinid tells the past sadness of its extinction and the recent joy of its 

rediscovery alive. Molecular studies have proved it to be nearly identical with an earlier named local species 

despite differences in shell morphology. So for the moment, the extinct species has become “extincter” by 

synonymy. There is a chance it may come back again. 

 

The species with which it has been synonymized  falls into two molecular clades, that further from the 

extinct species belonging to an earlier named species. We await the next chapter in this gripping saga. 

 

Robert Burn 
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SEM images of some Bass Strait skeneimorphs 

 

Several years ago I decided to examine some vials of unidentified `Skeneidae’ within Museum Victoria, on a 

hunch that they might contain something interesting.  This hunch proved correct.  The three figured 

specimens were identified, databased and then, with the assistance of Chris Rowley, subjected to SEM study 

at BIO21 Institute’s Advanced Microscopy Facility on 6 June 2012. 

Figure B represents an excellent specimen of Brookula finesia Laseron, 1954.  This was described from 

NSW and a treatment by Beechey (2009) gives the distribution as from Laurieton, NSW to southern 

Tasmania.  Beechey’s (2009) figured specimen originated from a depth of 119 m off Cape Everard.  The 

figured shell came from 33km NE of Babel Island (39°43’S, 148°36’E), dredged or grabbed from a mud 

substrate in 110m by the HMAS Kimbla on 24 Nov 1973.  It is registered as F189413 and measures 1.6mm. 

 

Figure A represents Liotella annulata (Tenison-Woods, 1879).  This is not a particularly rare species, but an 

attractive one.  Beechey (2009) has also presented an SEM of the species, which ranges from NSW through 

to SA and TAS.  The figured shell is from 20km SSE of Babel Island (40°06.8’S, 148°24.4’E), from a coarse 

shell substrate in 22m of water by an S-M grab off the RV Tangaroa, 14 Nov 1981.  It is registered as 

F188954 and measures 1.1mm in diameter. 

 

Figure C is Liocarinia disjuncta (Hedley, 1903) and by far the most interesting find amongst the MV 

skeneids.  This striking species has a bizarre shape and was well figured by Hedley (1903) in the original 

description.  According to Beechey (2009) only 4 lots were known, ranging from Cape Moreton, QLD to 

Cape Everard off eastern VIC.  The lot within MV contained a further 3 specimens and was dredged or 

grabbed from a mud substrate in 110 m of water on 24 Nov 1973 by the HMAS Kimbla at 39.72°S, 148.6°E.  

This is approximately 33km NE of Babel Island in the Furneaux Group.  This falls within Tasmanian waters, 

hence the lot represents the first and only record for that state (now reflected on Simon Grove’s website).  It 

is registered as F189413 and measures 1.7mm. 

 

Beechey’s description of the species is mostly correct; however the shell does possess spiral sculpture in 

addition to the two primary keels and the basal and intra-umbilical keel.  Most notably there is a fine thread 

just above (adapical to) the lower peripheral keel.  There are also similar threads within the umbilicus.  

According to the SEM the protoconch has a kind of flocculant texture however it is unclear if this reflects 

real sculpture or erosion. 

 

Conchologically it seems likely that Liocarinia is related to Brookula and Liotella, however the familial 

classification of these genera has been controversial.  They are currently placed in Skeneidae by the World 

Online Register of Marine Species (WORMS). 

 

Beechey, D. L. (2000).  Family Skeneidae.  Available online at 

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/Skeneidae/Pages/Skeneidae_intro. htm [Accessed on 25 Nov 2016.] 

 

Hedley, C. (1903).  Scientific results of the trawling expedition of H.M.C.S. “Thetis” off the coast of New 

South Wales, in February and March, 1898, part 2: Mollusca.  Part ii.  Scaphopoda and Gastropoda.  

Australian Museum Memoirs, 4(6), 327-402. 

         Lynton Stephens 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.seashellsofnsw.org.au/Skeneidae/Pages/Skeneidae_intro.%20htm
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Two new aberrant sinistral records from south-eastern Australia 

 

Sinistral examples of normally dextral species occur rarely in certain marine gastropods.  These are aberrant 

and (presumably) genetic events which aren’t of any real scientific or research interest, however they do 

result in visually striking shells which tend to pique the interest of collectors – and make for nice 

photographs.  Despite intensive searching they are something which I have very seldom encountered in 

south-eastern Australia.  The exceptions have been a small, possibly subfossil, 5.1mm long Paramontana-

like turrid found at Point Leo, Victoria, on 23 Nov 2004 and also a sinistral, 7.3mm long juvenile of 

Colubraria mestayerae Iredale, 1915 found at Flinders, Victoria, strangely enough the day before (22 Nov 

2004). 

 

In slightly more recent times I have encountered another two examples.  Firstly a sinistral, 9.7mm specimen 

of Amalda edithae (Pritchard & Gatliff, 1898) (figs. a-c) found at San Remo on 16 Dec 2011.  This shell has 

significant damage to the lip, but is nevertheless an interesting find.  Subsequently, I located a sinistral, 

12.4mm example of Austrodrilla angasi (Crosse & Fischer, 1863) (figs. d-f) at Emerald Beach, near Coffs 

Harbour, in New South Wales.  This was a very fluky find which I somehow spotted amongst a lot of coarse, 

old and trashy debris on the high tide line. 

 Scale bar = 2mm. 

         Lynton Stephens 

 

 

Diving at Stony Point Jetty - with Michael Lyons and Simon Wilson 

 

Dive Log 2016  26    No 443 time  481.54 

Stony Point Jetty  11.11.16    Michael and Simon 

Entry approx 2030         80min  max depth 10m  Viz 1-5m 

Water temp 15    Shore  Night     2300-80 bar  

 

For once the Jetty was almost devoid of fishermen, but there were still plenty of ink stains showing from a 

recent massacre of squid. Easy entry off the platform and a simple swim drift up to the North end before 

descending. Visibility was not good. My plan was to work back along the outer edge of the Jetty and luckily 

the next pylon was sometimes visible in the murk to help with navigation 

 

There were many interesting shells found. 

 

Acanthochitona sp on rubble, very small 7mm and yet to be identified, but most likely is Acanthochitona 

pilsbryi.  Diodora lineata very large on rocks and pylons. Emarginula candida live on shell rubble for the 

first time at Stony Point. Clanculus aloysii everywhere, Calliostoma comptum on sponge, Zeacrypta 

immersa very fresh dead large and nice. Pseudamycla miltostoma and Mitrella cf lincolnensis, Cymatiella 

verrucosa and a nice Cabestana spengleri of average size as well as a large Cabestana tabulata which with 

the periostracum on blends smoothly into the growth on the pylons. Microculus dunkeri always present in 

small numbers. Fresh dead Austrodrillia beraudiana and both Murex triformis and Conus anemone. 
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Many bivalves were also located, mostly dead and including Neotrigonia margaritacea, Hiatella australis, 

Lutraria rhynchaena, Dosinia victoriae, Notocallista diemenensis, Pholas obturamentum, Irus crenatus. Of 

interest a single large Eucrassatella kingicola was found under the jetty – usually much further out in the 

channel. A single valve of Myadora complexa was also collected and the best was a 38mm red Notochlamys 

hexactes on rubble near a pylon. 

Geoff Macaulay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Notochlamys hexactes  (Péron [in Lamarck], 1819)   Stony Point Jetty, 38mm 

 

Paphies  (Amesodesma) : angusta versus elongata and First Reviser problems. 

 

The correct species name of the most common species is often the most difficult to decide.  For many years, 

Victorian shell collectors have known the common little wedge shell as Donacilla angusta (Reeve, 1854) 

(Macpherson & Gabriel, 1962), the generic assignment of which for some years has been Paphies 

(Amesodesma).  Interstate, and more recently Victorian, reports of the species invariably refer to it as 

Paphies (Amesodesma) elongata, following the First Reviser action by Beu & de Rooij – Schuiling (1982) in 

selecting elongata as the name to use from among the three species names (angusta, elongata, nitida created 

on the one page at the one time by Reeve (1854). 

 

Their choice of elongata was undoubtedly influenced by Tate (1897) who following examination of the type 

specimens, wrote “Mesodesma elongata Desh.  The types  of M. elongata and M. angusta ------- belong to 

the one species.” Tate attributed both species names to Deshayes, whose descriptions were published on 16 

May 1855 (Tomlin, 1931); his First Reviser action applies only to Deshayes’ descriptions published in 1855.  

 

Hedley (1916) also examined the type specimens, reporting “As the notices in the Conchologica Iconica [ie 

Reeve, 1854] were published a year before those in the Zoological Proceedings [ie Deshayes, 1855] it 

follows that angusta [species 3] must be credited to Reeve, and must also take precedence over elongata 

[species 5].”  Thus, a century ago, Hedley clearly stated both the priority of Reeve’s publication over that of 

Deshayes, and the line priority of angusta  over elongata.  Hedley’s action was that of the real First Reviser 

(ICZN Article 24.2.1) of the earliest descriptions (Reeve, July 1854) and mollifies (Article 24.2.5) the First 

Reviser claims of both Tate (1897) and of Beu & de Rooij – Schuiling (1982).  

 

The correct name for, and the synonyms of, this common little species thus are: 

Paphies (Amesodesma) angusta (Reeve, 1854) 

          = Mesodesma angustum Reeve, 1854 

          = Mesodesma elongatum Reeve, 1854 

          = Mesodesma nitidum Reeve, 1854 

          = Amesodesma perfugum Iredale, 1930 

 

Distribution: Southern Australia from north Queensland to southern Western Australia. 
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Figures: Copies of original figures and descriptions of Mesodesma angusta, M.elongata and M.nitida from 

Reeve (1854,Mesodesma Pl.1. 
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 The loss of the printed word.  

 

The subject of this publication and Australian Newsletter (previously Australian Shell News) being no longer 

available in the printed form was a topic of discussion and concern among colleagues at a recent museum 

work day. Some recent discussions with scientists involved in medical research and physics has alerted me to 

the fact that this concern also exists within the broader scientific community.  

The printed word has survived for centuries in libraries and museums regardless of wars and catastrophic 

events and the possibility of losing digitally produced writings unless backed up by the printed word cannot 

be ignored.  

There is no doubt that the digital age has made it easier to access rare literature for which we are all grateful, 

but I will make sure this publication, that has documented the study of Victorian molluscs for almost 50 

years, will  continue to be printed and stored for the future. 

Don Cram  

 

   


