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NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21
st
  of  June  aatt  tthhee  MMeellbboouurrnnee  CCaammeerraa  CClluubb  BBuuiillddiinngg,,  ccnnrr..  

DDoorrccaass  &&  FFeerrrraarrss  SSttss  SSoouutthh  MMeellbboouurrnnee  aatt  88ppmm..            TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aa  mmeemmbbeerrss  nniigghhtt  

 

 

 

 

Proposed meeting dates for the rest of 2022. 

 

August 16
th

  Meeting 

October 18
th 

 Meeting 

November 15
th 

 Meeting 
 

 

We had to skip an issue because of lack of articles. Any articles on collecting photographing or research 

would be appreciated 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Nathan Kenny for updating the website  

 

 

 

Currently Branch Bulletin issues from VBB169- 307 can be accessed via the Society’s website which 

includes an index 1-300         . http://www.malsocaus.org/?page_id=91  

 

 

 Bulletins prior to 169  can be obtained from the editors in PDF form on request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary / Treasurer Michael Lyons      Tel. No.  0428 600 615 
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Ardeadoris egretta Rudman, 1984 
 

Fifteen years ago, marine observations including those of nudibranchs by the diving community were 

organized by “Reef Watch”.  Occasionally some obviously different species would be found and 

photographed and eventually find its way to me for comment and possible identification.  These days 

there is far greater diver interest in nudibranchs seen and the quarterly “Sea Slug Census” regularly 

accounts for sightings of well-known, lesser-known, unknown and quite frankly, those species wholly 

out of place. 

Fifteen years ago I was at a loss to identify the image reproduced here, yet it proves to be of a large 

well-known wide-spread Indo-West Pacific chromodorid Ardeadoris egretta Rudman, 1984.  Found and 

named from Heron Island, Queensland, it has in the years since been reported from Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Caroline Islands, Philippines  and in Australia from Old Woman Island, Mooloolabah, Queensland 

(Rudman, 2007) and from Western Australia (Debelius & Kuiter, 2007).   

 

The specimen imaged here was found at Blairgowrie Pier, Port Phillip Bay in February 2007.  No other 

information is available, but the pennatulacean sea pens in the background suggest a crawling length of 

70-80mm.  Tropical specimens attain more than 100mm in length. 

 

From other chromodoridids reported from Victorian waters, A. egretta is distinguished by its large adult 

size of about 100mm, its white body with narrow yellow or orange-yellow mantle margin, its white 

rhinophores  and its white unkempt or unruly-looking slender white gills.  The rare south-eastern 

Australian Digidentis  kolonba  (Burn, 1966:2015) is almost as big at 70mm, but its body colour is a 

semitranslucent white with a very narrow yellowish strip along the mantle edge over a wide band of 

irregular white glands, and  the gills form a bushy clump (Rudman, 1985; 1990; 2006 
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What is Diaphanna nivea Petterd, 1886? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haminoea   

 

So reads the original description of a north-coast Tasmanian shell.  No figure was ever forthcoming, and 

neither the Tasmanian Museum, Hobart nor the Queen Victoria Museum, Launceston list this species 

among their holdings of molluscan type specimens.   The genus name tells us that Petterd thought it was 

a bubble- shell of the genus name Diaphana Brown, 1827, though even that he spelled incorrectly, and 

that this species added yet another genus to the molluscan fauna of Tasmania. 

 

Where then does Diaphanna nivea sit among the bubble-shells of south-eastern Australia?  My answer 

is that it does not.  Firstly, at 14mm length it is much too long to belong to the genus Diaphana.  

Secondly at 7mm wide it is much too broad to be any of our species except Haminoea  maugeansis 

(now Papawera maugeansis) or Bulla quoyii, and thirdly neither  of these species have a “scarcely 

projecting spire”. 

 

A few clues as to possible identification are revealed in subsequent Tasmanian mollucsan literature".  

Tate & May (1901:446) in their lists of “Synonyms applied to Tasmanian species“ write: “Diaphana 

nivea , Petterd = Cypraea sp. (juv).”    

It is probable that one or both of these authors had preciously examined the type specimen, identifying it 

as the subadult bulla-stage of one of the north-coast cowrie species.  The collector herself makes no 

mention of it whatsoever in her list of Tasmanian shells (Lodder, 1900), suggesting that she accepted 

Tate and/or May’s determination from an earlier date. Some years later in his own Tasmanian  (Check-

list,” May (1921:67) refined the identification when he included Diaphana nivea as a synonym of Trivia 

australis, now known to all and sundry as Ellatrivia merces (Iredale, 1924). More recent Tasmanian 

checklists make no mention of Diaphana nivea (Kershaw, `955; Grove Kershaw, Smith & Turner, 

2006). 

 

The 14x7mm dimensions of Petterd’s species lie within those of E. merces whereas a juvenile 

Notocypraea of this length is rather more slender, perhaps 4.5-5mm wide.  Petterd’s shell must have 

been smooth , as he makes no reference to ribbing.  Trividae species do not develop ribbing until they 

attain sexual and reproductive maturity.  It is at that stage infolding of the apertural lip takes place. 

 

All things duly considered, I accept that Diaphanna nivea Petterd, 1886 was based upon a large subadult 

shell of Ellatrivea merces Iredale, 1924),  D. nivea is thus also a taxonomic curiosity, as it predates E. 

merces by 38 years.  Never used as a valid name subsequent to its introduction, it must be relegated in 

status to that of ” unused senior synonym” of E. merces. 

 

Bulla diaphana Montagu, 1803 from England is another instance of a subadult Trivia being described as 

a bubble-shell, Oliver & Morgenroth (2018) recently figured the syntypes of Montagu’s species, re-

identifying them as Trivia arctica (Pulteney, 1799). 
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Tellinidae Species List for Australia in Compendium of Bivalves 2, Dr M. Huber 

with numbers from Bivalves of Australia, Vol. 1. Lamprell & Whitehead, 1992, & Bivalves of  

Australia, Vol 2, 1998. 

 
This project was started some years ago.  It was not a straight forward proposition which resulted in it 

being put aside.  Attempting to identify many tellins suggested it was time to resurrect the project. 

 

Previously all the numbers allocated to tellin species in Bivalves of Australia Volume 1, had been listed 

and Huber's names written against the numbers as they were noted while reading his remarks in Chapter 

6.   

In his initial remarks on the Tellinidae, Huber noted that - 

 “Unfortunately, the rich Australian tellinid fauna was poorly captured by Lamprell & Whitehead (1992) 

and Lamprell & Healy  (1998).  Specific misidentifications abound and exceed 1/3 of the species; few 

generic views are shared............... However, a few species, remote from their type material, remained 

specifically and  generically unresolved, e.g. together with Thora Whitehead: sp 310 “vernalis”, 323 

“languida”, and 328 “tenuilamellata”; or with John Healy: sp 753 ”sulcata”. 

 Some of these species may be new to science.”  p. 564      

 

If you think it is possible to identify a species by the picture in Bivalves of Australia then use WoRMS 

to find the accepted name, think again.  Sometimes it will be perfectly correct but others require more 

details.  As an example, there is a shell which is common on the tideline at Seaforth.  Due to the notch in 

the posterior margin, there is no difficulty in identifying the shell as No. 337 in Lamprell & Whitehead, 

Tellina (Angulus) emarginatus Sowerby, 1825.  Checking WoRMS you will find that the currently 

accepted name is Hanleyanus oblongus Gmelin, 1791, which is now the generic type for Hanleyanus 

Huber, Langleit & Kreipl, 2015.   

 

However, you would be incorrect.  In Huber's notes, Chapter 6 p. 646, you will find that shell 337 is, 

according to Huber, misidentified and should have been named as Tellina immaculata and is therefore 

now accepted as Hanleyanus immaculatus.  Photographs in Huber, p. 222-223 show that in immaculatus 

the umbones are almost centrally located whereas in Hanleyanus oblongus, they are clearly posterior, 

located close to the top of the posterior ridge. 

 

To complete the project, the CD that came with the Compendium of Bivalves 2 was used to check all 

species which had Australian localities listed.  Without doubt this will not be the final word on 

Australian Tellinidae species but it will be a start.  All species in the list were checked against WoRMS 

in early May. 
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                                                                                                 T. Joan Hales 05/2022 
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